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Rex Tillerson, above, was fired 
by President Donald Trump after 
months of rumored friction. 

Tillerson 
is ousted 
by Trump 

CIA director Pompeo 
picked by president as 
new secretary of state 


By Josh Lederman 
AND Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump fired Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson on Tues¬ 
day and said he would nominate 
CIA Director Mike Pompeo to re¬ 
place him, putting an ardent foe 
of the Iran nuclear deal in charge 
of U.S. diplomacy as Trump also 
dives into high-stakes talks with 
North Korea. 

“We disagreed on things,” 
Trump said of Tillerson after an¬ 
nouncing the firing on Twitter. 
He mentioned differences over 
how to handle the Iran-nuclear 
deal, which Trump wanted to 
withdraw from. “So we were not 
really thinking the same.” 

Though Trump and other of¬ 
ficials said he’d been consider¬ 
ing replacing Tillerson for some 
time, the president said he made 
the decision only recently and “by 
myself” Tillerson will be “much 
happier now,” Trump said. 

SEE TILLERSON ON PAGE 10 















Page 2 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, March 14,2018 


EUROPE 


Members of MEU 
training in both 
Romania, Israel 


By Scott Wyland 

Stars and Stripes 

NAPLES, Italy — A Marine 
Corps unit has members train¬ 
ing simultaneously in Israel 
and Romania, two strategically 
important nations experiencing 
tensions with their neighbors. 

The 26th Marine Expedition¬ 
ary Unit is participating in two 
exercises that began last week 
— Juniper Cobra in Israel and 
Spring Storm in Romania. Both 
exercises are intended to sharp¬ 
en tactical skills by training with 
foreign allies. 

Juniper Cobra, the larger of the 
two, is focused on boosting mis¬ 
sile defenses through computer 
simulations and on military drills 
on land and sea. About 2,500 US. 
military personnel from all ser¬ 
vices are taking part. 

“The US. is deeply commit¬ 
ted to the defense of Israel,” said 
Gen. Curtis M. Scaparrotti, head 
of US. European Command, in a 
statement. “We will continue to 
work alongside them to promote 
stability throughout the region, 
not only for the purposes of this 
exercise but in the event of any 
real-world contingency.” 

Marines trained with the Is¬ 
raeli military and practiced 


ship-to-shore movements from 
their amphibious assault vessel, 
the USS Iwo Jima. 

The 26th MEU, based in North 
Carolina, was deployed to the 6th 
Fleet theater in January after as¬ 
sisting with 
hurricane di¬ 
saster relief 
in Key West, 
Fla., Puerto 
Rico and the 
US. Virgin 
Islands. 

One of 
seven Marine 
expedition¬ 
ary units, 
it conducts 
training ex¬ 
ercises and 
activities that 
support 6th 
Fleet, as well as emergency and 
combat missions when needed. 

For Spring Storm, Marines went 
to the Black Sea region, which has 
been tense since Russia annexed 
Crimea in 2014. Relations be¬ 
tween the US. and Moscow have 
grown more strained since the 
Navy installed a missile-defense 
station in Romania and began 
building another in Poland. 

Moscow has called it a provoca¬ 
tive move against Russia’s mis¬ 
sile program. US. officials insist 
the purpose is to thwart missile 


^The U.S. 
is deeply 
committed 
to the 
defense of 
Israel.' 

Gen. Curtis 
M. Scaparrotti 

head of U.S. 

European 

Command 



Photos courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 


A team from the 26th Marine Expeditionary Unit carries equipment and weapons to the barracks at 
the Capu Midia training area in Romania on Friday during Spring Storm, a Romanian-led exercise in the 
Black Sea region. The unit aiso is participating in the Juniper Cobra exercise in Israel. 


attacks from all adversaries. 

Marines trained with the Ro¬ 
manian army, shooting on a live- 
fire range, maneuvering in urban 
terrain and conducting a simulat¬ 
ed amphibious assault, said Capt. 
Nancy Poggemeyer, a 26th MEU 
spokeswoman. 

They also trained with a Roma¬ 
nian women’s unit, which includ¬ 
ed using live fire and nonlethal 
weapons, patrolling and handling 
detainees, she said. 

“Exercises like this allow us to 
build our capability to work to¬ 
gether to respond to threats in the 
region,” Poggemeyer said. 

wyland.scott@stripes.com 
Twitter: @wylandstripes 



First Lt. Isaac Seals, a platoon commander with the 26th MEU, 
supervises a team movement to the Capu Midia staging site. 
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Navy intelligence chief took Tat Leonard' gifts 

New documents show vice admiral cleared of allegations he consorted with prostitutes 


By Craig Whitlock 

The Washington Post 

After a four-year investigation, federal 
authorities concluded that the Navy’s for¬ 
mer intelligence chief accepted extravagant 
meals, cigars and other illicit gifts from a 
corrupt defense contractor known as “Fat 
Leonard,’’ but they were unable to verify 
allegations that he also partied with prosti¬ 
tutes, new documents show. 

The documents reveal that retired Vice 
Adm. Ted “Twig” Branch, a fighter pilot 
and aircraft carrier commander who be¬ 
came the steward of the Navy’s secrets, en¬ 
joyed a decadelong friendship with Leonard 
Glenn Francis, a Singapore-based maritime 
tycoon who has pleaded guilty to bribing 
scores of military officers and defrauding 
the Navy of $35 milhon. 

The nature of their relationship had been 
a long-running mystery. In November 2013, 
the Navy announced on a Friday night that 
it had suspended Branch’s access to classi¬ 
fied material because he was under crimi¬ 
nal investigation by the Justice Department 


for his ties to Francis. The contractor’s firm 
held lucrative deals to provide supplies, fuel 
and port services to Navy vessels in Asia. 

For years. Navy and Justice officials 
remained silent about the investigation, 
though in private Navy leaders expressed 
frustration that federal prosecutors were 
taking so long to review the case. In an 
unusual twist, the Navy allowed Branch 
to keep serving as its intelligence boss for 
more than 1,000 days even though he was 
barred from reading, seeing or hearing 
military secrets. Branch retired from the 
mihtary in October 2016, but the investiga¬ 
tion into his conduct continued. 

Last September, on another Friday night, 
the Navy announced in a brief statement 
that the Justice Department had referred 
the case to the Pentagon after finally decid¬ 
ing not to bring charges against the three- 
star admiral. Cryptically, Navy officials 
said they had taken “appropriate action” 
against Branch for unspecified wrongdoing 
but would not provide details and declared 
the case closed. 

Navy files obtained by The Washington 


Post under the Freedom of Information Act 
shed some light on the matter for the first 
time. The Navy stripped Branch’s name 
from the documents, 
but they contain other 
information that 
matches the admiral’s 
military service re- 
cord. Branch declined 
^ * to comment but con- 
firmed that the files 
pertained to his case. 
wK The heavily redact- 
ed documents indicate 
that Branch first met 
Branch Francis in 2000 when 

serving as an officer 
aboard the USS John C. Stennis, an aircraft 
carrier. During a port visit to Kuala Lum¬ 
pur, Malaysia, Branch attended a dinner 
paid for by Francis’ firm, Glenn Defense 
Marine Asia, and improperly accepted a 
ceremonial dagger as a gift, according to 
the documents. 

The Navy investigated allegations that 
Branch also attended a private party that 


evening hosted by Glenn Defense, and 
that the contractor gave him drinks, “the 
services of a prostitute” and a Malaysian 
pewter tea set. In the end, however, the 
Navy concluded that there was “insufficient 
evidence” to prove Branch was at the party 
with the prostitute or accepted the tea set. 

Five years later. Branch and Francis 
met again. This time. Branch was the com¬ 
manding officer of another aircraft car¬ 
rier, the USS Nimitz. The following month. 
Branch and Francis met again when the 
Nimitz visited Kuala Lumpur. Once more. 
Navy officials investigated allegations that 
Francis invited Branch to a private party 
with booze and prostitutes on July 5, 2005, 
but found “insufficient evidence” to prove 
that the officer attended the sex party. Navy 
documents show. 

Navy officials found that Branch accepted 
illicit gifts from Francis on other occasions, 
including a coffee-table book from Singa¬ 
pore and multiple gifts of cigars, according 
to the Navy documents. 

Although the Navy cited Branch for four 
counts of misconduct, it does not appear 
that it imposed any penalties. 


Video shows Navy pilot’s 
close encounter with ‘UFO’ 


Officer pleads guilty in 
Marine recruit hazing 


By Marwa Eltagouri 

The Washington Post 

For the third time in three 
months, a declassified Defense 
Department video shows US. F-18 
Navy fighters seemingly encoun¬ 
tering UFOs. 

“Oh my gosh, dude,” said one 
pilot in the video of their F/A-18 
Super Hornet’s 2015 encounter 
with the unusual object along 
the East Coast. The oval-shaped 
aircraft zipped with befuddling 
speed. 

“Wow! What is that, man?” said 
another. “Look at that flying!” 

The 35-second video, released 
by the privately owned media and 
scientific research company To 
the Stars Academy of Arts and 
Science, is the latest to suggest the 
existence of hovering, egg-shaped 
vessels since the Pentagon in De¬ 
cember publicly acknowledged a 
program dedicated to the study of 
unidentified flying objects. While 
the Advanced Aviation Threat 
Identification Program ran from 
2007 to 2012, those familiar with 
it say efforts are still made to fur¬ 
ther learn about these objects. 

News of the mystery program 
and the first two declassified 
videos of the strange objects in¬ 
troduced the possibihty of extra¬ 
terrestrial aircraft for the first 
time since the Air Force’s Project 
Blue Book — records catalogu¬ 
ing more than 12,000 UFO sight¬ 
ings between 1947 and 1969, when 
the program was shut down. The 
program was unable to find “any 
technological developments or 
principles beyond the range of 
present-day scientific knowledge” 
and “no evidence indicating that 
sightings categorized as ‘unidenti¬ 
fied’ are extraterrestrial vehicles,” 
according to the Air Force. 

The release of the videos was 
quietly arranged by intelligence 


officer Luis Elizondo, who headed 
the Advanced Aviation Threat 
Identification Program and left the 
Defense Department late last year. 
He told The Washington Post’s 
Joby Warrick in December that 
the raw footage from encounters 
between fighter jets and “anoma¬ 
lous aerial vehicles,” which is what 
the military calls UFOs, could 
help educate 
pilots and 
advance avi¬ 
ation safety. 

But Eli¬ 
zondo also 
wanted to 
raise at¬ 
tention to a 
little-known 
phenomenon 
that could 
pose a “po¬ 
tential secu¬ 
rity threat.” 
As 

Warrick 
reported: 

“Neither 
the Penta¬ 
gon nor any 
of the program’s managers have 
claimed conclusive proof of extra¬ 
terrestrial visitors. But Ehzondo, 
citing accounts and data collected 
by his office over a decade, argues 
that the videos and other evidence 
failed to generate the kind of high- 
level attention he believes is war¬ 
ranted. As part of his decision to 
leave the Pentagon, he not only 
sought the release of videos but 
also penned a letter to Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis complain¬ 
ing that a potential security threat 
was being ignored.” 

One of the videos released in 
December is of former US. Navy 
pilot Cmdr. David Fravor’s 2004 
encounter with a flying object 
about the size of his plane moving 
at a rapid pace, unlike anything 



Screen grab from Washington Post video 


An F/A-18 Super Hornet military 
jet captured this infrared video 
from several miles away of an 
unidentified flying object moving 
at high speed. 

else he’d seen in the air. He told 
the Post’s Eli Rosenberg that he 
has not forgotten the incident. As 
Rosenberg reported: 

“An order came in for [Fravor] 
to suspend the exercise and do 
some ‘real-world tasking’ about 
60 miles west of their location, 
Fravor said. He said he was told 
by the command that there were 
some unidentified flying objects 
descending from 80,000 feet to 
20,000 feet and disappearing; he 
said officials told him they had 
been tracking a couple dozen of 
these objects for a few weeks. 

“When they arrived closer to 
the point, they saw the object, fly¬ 
ing around a patch of white water 
in the ocean below. 

‘“A white Tic Tac, about the 
same size as a Hornet, 40 feet long 
with no wings,’ Fravor described. 
‘Just hanging close to the water.’” 

The object created no rotor 
wash — the visible air turbulence 
left by the blades of a hehcopter 
—he said, and began to mirror the 
pilots as they pursued it, before it 
vanished. 

‘“As I get closer, as my nose is 
starting to pull back up, it acceler¬ 
ates and it’s gone,’” he said. ‘Faster 
than I’d ever seen anything in my 
hfe. We turn around, say let’s go 
see what’s in the water, and there’s 
nothing. Just blue water.’” 

To this day, 13 years later, Fra¬ 
vor is certain about one thing: 
That the object is “something not 
from the Earth,” he said. 


By Wade Livingston 

The Island Packet (Hilton Head 
Island, S.C.) 

QUANTICO, Va.—The highest- 
ranking Marine imphcated in the 
recruit abuse and hazing scandal 
following the death of a Mushm 
recruit pleaded guilty Monday at 
Marine Corps Base Quantico in 
Virginia to charges of dereliction 
of duty, making a false statement 
and conduct unbecoming an offi¬ 
cer during a court-martial. 

As part of a pretrial agreement, 
Lt. Col. Joshua Kissoon opted to re¬ 
tire early from the Marine Corps 
in addition to pleading guilty to the 
aforementioned criminal charges. 
His rank could be downgraded at 
the time of his retirement, though 
that decision will be determined at 
a later time. 

In addition, US. Navy judge 
Capt. Charles Purnell sentenced 
Kissoon with a reprimand and for¬ 
feiture of $1,000 a month for five 
months, the latter of which will be 
implemented in six months’ time. 

“The message of this court- 
martial is that betrayal of Marine 
Corps values will have serious 
consequences,” said Marine pros¬ 
ecutor Lt. Col. Sridhar Kaza. 

Kissoon’s was the last of a string 
of courts-martial and disciphnary 
actions handed down by the Corps 
in the wake of the death of Taylor, 
Mich., native Raheel Siddiqui, 20, 
and the hazing probe it spawned at 
Marine Corps Recruit Depot Par¬ 
ris Island, S.C. 

The resulting scandal was per¬ 
haps the biggest to rock the Corps 
since the infamous Ribbon Creek 
incident six decades earher, when 
six recruits drowned when their 
drill instructor, who was report¬ 
edly intoxicated, led them into a 
Parris Island swamp during a pu¬ 


nitive nighttime march on April 8, 
1956. 

Kissoon’s trial — a rare court- 
martial of a field-grade officer 

— occurred just days before the 
two-year anniversary of Siddiqui’s 
death. Kissoon pleaded guilty to, 
among other things, improperly 
assigning to Siddiqui’s platoon a 
drill instructor who at the time 
was already being investigated 
for hazing and abusing trainees. 
Kissoon’s trial was originally 
slated as a general court-martial 

— the highest-level military trial 

— but was downgraded to a spe¬ 
cial court-martial, something lead 
defense attorney Colby Vokey said 
was “offered” to his client by the 
government. 

Before he deliberated for al¬ 
most an hour on Kissoon’s sen¬ 
tence, Purnell heard from Kaza 
and Vokey. Prosecutors painted 
the picture of a careerist Marine 
who made selfish decisions that 
ultimately resulted in a recruit’s 
death. The defense argued that 
Kissoon alone was not responsible 
for what happened to Siddiqui. 

Siddiqui died following a nearly 
40-foot fall from the third floor of 
his Parris Island barracks March 
18, 2016. Moments before the fall, 
Siddiqui’s senior drill instructor. 
Gunnery Sgt. Joseph Felix, made 
the recruit — who was reportedly 
ill at the time — perform a series 
of punitive sprints, during which 
Siddiqui collapsed to the floor. 
Fehx was witnessed slapping Sid¬ 
diqui forcefully in the face just be¬ 
fore the recruit jumped up, ran out 
the back door of the barracks and 
fell over the stairwell railing to the 
ground below. 

Beaufort County, S.C., Coroner 
Ed Allen ruled the death a suicide, 
and the Corps has classified it as 
such. 


As I get 
closer, as 
my nose 
is starting 
to pull 
back up, it 
accelerates 
and is 
gone. ^ 

Cmdr. David 
Fravor 

U.S. Navy pilot 
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Gerry Broome/AP 


A cross rests on a bench on the porch of Leandra Mulla’s home in 
Tabor City, N.C. 


An investigation takes shape 


Associated Press 

The Pentagon says it does not 
know how often the children of 
servicemembers sexually assault 
one another on military bases. 

To answer that question, The 
Associated Press filed dozens of 
Freedom of Information Act re¬ 
quests with the main law enforce¬ 
ment agencies for the Army, Navy, 
Air Force and Marines, as well as 
with the Pentagon school system 
that educates elementary and sec¬ 
ondary students on installations 
worldwide. 

AP sought information on sex 
assaults reported on base from the 
start of 2007 through the summer 
of 2017, in which both the civilian 
victim and offender were under 
18. 

Not all records were available. 
The Pentagon’s school system, for 
example, said it destroys records 
after five years. When documents 
were provided, agencies excluded 
details they said might identify 
juveniles. 

Based on initial responses, AP 
tallied 391 sexual assaults that fit 
its study criteria, including: 

■ The Naval Criminal Investi¬ 
gative Service, which handles all 
felony-level sex offenses for the 
Navy and Marine Corps, provided 
information on 100 cases. 

■ The Army Criminal Investiga¬ 
tion Command released a spread¬ 
sheet with 223 cases. Reporters 
later learned the information in¬ 
cluded only cases the command 
defined as “closed,” instead of all 
reported assaults. The command’s 
definition — uncommon for law 
enforcement — required cases to 
exhaust a lengthy process, culmi¬ 
nating in agents shipping files to 
an Army records repository. The 
command also failed to provide 
information on other reported as¬ 
saults in a case-management data¬ 
base the AP learned about. 

■ The Air Force secretary’s of¬ 
fice provided a list of 20 sexual 


assaults, but that included only 
those reports kept in a data system 
maintained by the branch’s ff ont- 
hne pohce unit. AP also requested 
investigative files from mqjor 
bases, and the Air Force Office of 
Special Investigations provided 
limited information on two other 
cases, bringing the total to 22. 

■ The Department of Defense 
Education Activity, which runs 
Pentagon schools, provided in¬ 
formation on 67 cases starting 
only with the 2011-12 school year 
based on its “serious incident” re¬ 
porting system. Some 21 assaults 
appeared to be also represented 
in military law enforcement data 
and were excluded from the total 
count. 

AP identified an additional 205 
cases, mostly from a database in 
which school administrators can 
log student misconduct. Reporters 
discovered the existence of the da¬ 
tabase after the school system had 
provided its official count. Even¬ 
tually, the school system released 
logs showing 157 confirmed cases 
of sexual misconduct, mostly fon- 
dhng and groping that fit the crite¬ 
ria for a federal felony sex assault 
charge. AP did not count some 
cases described as “inappropriate 
touching” or “sexual harassment” 
because of a lack of details. Ad¬ 
ministrators noted that school of¬ 
ficials weren’t required to use the 
database, and last year, one-third 
did not. 

AP found 48 other cases, most 
of them criminally investigated, 
through interviews and a sam¬ 
pling of state and local authorities, 
who on some bases have policing 
or prosecutorial power. 

In total, AP identified 596 cases 
of sexual assault among children 
and teens on U.S. mihtary bases. 
That total is a certain undercount. 

The Office of the Secretary of 
Defense could not say how many 
children and teens hve on bases, 
but the Pentagon’s school system 
has about 71,000 students. 


Sex abuse: Kids on bases 
not covered by military law 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The Defense Department doesn’t know the 
scope of the problem on its bases. AP docu¬ 
mented nearly 600 sex assault cases since 2007 
through dozens of interviews and by piecing to¬ 
gether records and data from the four main mili¬ 
tary branches and schools the Pentagon runs in 
the U.S. and abroad. 

Assaults that would be addressed by juvenile 
rehabilitation and punishment programs if they 
happened in the civilian world instead get lost in 
dead zones for justice on bases. 

“The military is designed to kill people and 
break things,” said former Army criminal investi¬ 
gator Russell Strand, a pioneering expert on mih¬ 
tary sexual assault. “The primary mission, it’s not 
to deal with kids sexually assaulting kids.” 

Strand estimated that during his 32 years as 
an investigator or trainer, colleagues passed on 
opening several hundred cases. He was among a 
dozen current or former prosecutors and military 
investigators who described how policies within 
the Pentagon and Justice Department, which has 
jurisdiction over many bases, thwarted efforts to 
help both victims and offenders. 

The tens of thousands of kids who live on bases 
are not covered by military law. Because the 
Justice Department isn’t equipped or inclined to 
handle cases involving juveniles, it rarely takes 
them on. 

An AP analysis of about 100 investigative files 
showed that federal prosecutors pursued roughly 
one in seven juvenile sex offense cases at Navy 
and Marine Corps bases. In one unprosecuted 
case from Japan, witnesses confirmed that a 
17-year-old boy pulled a 17-year-old girl from a 
parked car to his residence, where she said he 
raped her. A medical exam of the girl found his 
semen. 

Sex assault cases can be difficult to investigate 
and prosecute, moreso when they involve chil¬ 
dren. Offenders might threaten further harm, 
and victims might not want to relive the trauma. 

When victims on bases do press for justice, 
they can feel abandoned. At a U.S. Army base in 
Germany, Leandra Mulla told investigators her 
teenage ex-boyfriend dragged her to a secluded 
area and thrust his hand down her pants while 
forcibly trying to kiss her. Four years later, Mulla 
still wonders what became of her report. 

“The military is a great field to be in,” she said. 
“But they just like to cover up what goes on be¬ 
cause they have an expectation and they try to 
uphold an image.” 

Offenders, meanwhile, typically receive nei¬ 
ther therapy nor punishment, and some are 
shuffled to other installations or into the civilian 
world. 

Heather Ryan is still haunted by a case at North 
Carolina’s Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune she 
worked when she was a Naval Criminal Investi¬ 
gative Service agent. 

A 10-year-old boy had confessed to sexually 
assaulting his two half-sisters. Ryan couldn’t get 
him help from the military’s vast support struc¬ 
ture. Ultimately, his family transferred. 

“I think of him a lot and wonder how he’s 
doing,” Ryan said, “and if he has hurt anybody 


else.” 

The Defense Department told AP it “takes 
seriously any incident impacting the well-being 
of our servicemembers and their families” and 
promised to take “appropriate actions” to help 
juveniles involved in sex assaults. 

AP found the otherwise data-driven Defense 
Department does not analyze reports it receives 
of sexual violence among kids on base. When the 
Pentagon said it could not pinpoint the number of 
assault reports, AP used 
U.S. Freedom of Infor¬ 
mation Act requests to 
obtain investigative re¬ 
ports and data from the 
agencies that police the 
Army, Air Force, Navy 
and Marines, as well as 
the Pentagon’s school 
system. 

Records the military 
initially released omitted 
200 cases AP ultimately 
identified. Undisclosed 
cases came from large 
bases that records listed 
as having no or few sexu¬ 
al assaults in Alaska, Col¬ 
orado, Missouri, Texas, 
Germany and Italy. 

Records at the De¬ 
partment of Defense 
Education Activity, the 
Pentagon school system 
that educates 71,000 stu¬ 
dents, were in such disar¬ 
ray that dozens of forms 
recording sexual as¬ 
saults were misclassified 
as “child pornography” 
reports. 

Pentagon school offi- 

Am,criminal 

investigator administrators must re¬ 
port all incidents. Months 
after AP began question¬ 
ing the handling of student sex assaults, school 
officials said they were developing new rules and 
guidance for reporting and responding to such 
violence. 

A spokesman said the Justice Department does 
not comment on how its attorneys select cases. 
Federal prosecutors are supposed to hand juve¬ 
nile cases to their local counterparts whenever 
possible. AP found few bases where that regu¬ 
larly happened. 

When prosecutors don’t get involved, a base 
commander may ban an offender pending thera¬ 
py, or transfer the family. They are not, however, 
required to take action. 

Failure to act misses a crucial opportunity: Re¬ 
search suggests that only 5 percent of juveniles 
who are arrested for a sex offense will get caught 
reoffending. 

Justin Pritchard reported from Los Angeles. David Rising 
in Berlin, Germany, contributed reporting. Also contribut¬ 
ing were Rhonda Shafner and Jennifer Farrar in New York 
and Yuri Kageyama in Tokyo. 




The military 
is designed 
to kill people 
and break 
things. The 
primary 
mission, it’s 
not to deal 
with kids 
sexually 
assaulting 
kids. ^ 

Russell Strand 
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9 midshipmen face disciplinary action over drugs 


By Sarah Larimer 

The Washington Post 

Nine midshipmen at the U.S. 
Naval Academy are facing dis¬ 
ciplinary action amid an inves¬ 
tigation into alleged drug use, a 
spokesman said in a statement 
Monday. 

The Naval Academy has started 
the administrative disciplinary 
process against five midship¬ 
men for “illicit drug use,” Cmdr. 


David McKinney, Naval Acad¬ 
emy public affairs officer, said 
in a statement. That process has 
also begun for four midshipmen 
accused of failing to report drug 
use. 

McKinney’s statement said the 
drugs allegedly used included 
cocaine, ketamine, ecstasy and 
mushrooms. 

The investigation is ongoing, 
the statement said. It began after 


two midshipmen made a report 
to Naval Academy officials in 
November, according to the state¬ 
ment. The Naval Academy and 
the Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service have been involved in the 
probe. 

Administrative discipline mea¬ 
sures can include restrictions 
and the loss of privileges, as well 
as demerits and removal from 
the Naval Academy, according to 


McKinney’s statement. 

The statement noted that mili¬ 
tary justice proceedings were 
still an option for officials, who 
were expected to make a decision 
on that after the NCIS review had 
wrapped up. 

Those options could include 
court-martial. 

“The United States Navy and 
the Naval Academy both have 
a zero tolerance policy when it 
comes to the use of illegal sub¬ 


stances and take all allegations of 
misconduct seriously,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

The Naval Academy is in An¬ 
napolis, Md., and is home to about 
4,400 students. 

In 2011, several midshipmen 
were removed from campus for 
possessing or using a synthetic 
form of marijuana, which an in¬ 
vestigation found had been widely 
used at the Naval Academy. 


Senior enlisted Marine 
convicted of child abuse 
is begging for clemency 


By Carl Prine 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 

SAN DIEGO — In 2016, Gun¬ 
nery Sgt. Scott D. Faulkner was a 
highly decorated Marine combat 
engineer poised for higher rank. 

Less than two years later, 
Faulkner left a Camp Pendleton, 
Calif., courtroom as a convicted 
child abuser. 

Uncovered by a series of Free¬ 
dom of Information Act requests 
filed by The San Diego Union-Tri¬ 
bune over the past four months, 
Faulkner’s court-martial case 
shines the spotlight on a Marine 
Corps trying to balance a distin¬ 
guished military career forged 
during long years of war with the 
crimes he committed after com¬ 
ing home. 

He’s begging for clemency. His 
commanders are trying to kick 
him out after 15 years of service 
and what he said was a botched 
suicide attempt. 

“Something happened to me. 
I was a guy who went into Iraq 
and I came back a different man,” 
Faulkner, 34, told the Union-Tri¬ 
bune during a telephone interview. 
“I don’t even know how many fire- 
fights I’ve been in, but I do know 
what happens to a man when he 
sees what are called ‘collateral 
effects’ on people who didn’t de¬ 
serve it.” 

Following a plea agreement, 
Faulkner was convicted by a 
military judge on Jan. 9 at Camp 
Pendleton for beating his then-8- 
year-old daughter, for violating a 
mihtary protective order barring 
him from visiting his wife and for 
being drunk and disorderly dur¬ 
ing the incident that occurred on 
base last spring. 

He was busted down to sergeant 
and sentenced to 89 days in the 
brig. Another day tacked on to his 
sentence would have reduced him 
to private. Because he’d already 
spent 199 days in pretrial confine¬ 
ment, he walked out of the court¬ 
room a free man. 

Faulkner returned to his room at 
Wounded Warrior Battalion West, 
the special unit at Camp Pendle¬ 
ton where Marines and sailors 
suffering from wounds, injuries, 
mental illness and other ailments 
go to heal. 

The Corps estimates that 90 
percent of patients today won’t be 
mended for battle but instead re¬ 


turn to their hometowns. 

Faulkner is awaiting disabil¬ 
ity ratings by the military and 
the Department of Veterans Af¬ 
fairs for combat post-traumatic 
stress disorder, traumatic brain 
injury, a fractured spine and other 
ailments. 

Although Wounded Warrior 
officials are trying to adminis¬ 
tratively separate him from the 
Marines on an other-than-honor- 
able discharge, he has submitted a 
clemency plea to senior command¬ 
ers at Camp Pendleton and Quan- 
tico, Va., near where his wife and 
daughter 
relocated. 

It would 
allow him 
to leave 
with an 
honorable 
discharge 
after learn¬ 
ing a trade. 
He takes 


Something 
happened 
to me. I was 
a guy who 
went into 
Iraq and I 
came back 
a different 
man.^ 


his 


ser¬ 


vice dog 
with him 
to welding 
classes. 

When 


Gunnery ' 

Sgt. Scott D. 

Faulkner the uiass 
Marine combat his 

engineer service re¬ 
cord book, 
they’ll see 
the page marred with his court- 
martial conviction but also en¬ 
tries for a Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation medal, numerous 
other awards for outstanding mili¬ 
tary service and two combat ac¬ 
tion ribbons tied to brutal fighting 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

A combat engineer, he said earn¬ 
ing those two ribbons changed a 
young, “motivated Marine” who 
enhsted out of patriotism and 
marched into 15 long post-9/11 
years of fighting wars, returning 
from wars and then training for 
more wars. 

He described watching artillery 
rounds that were intended to hit 
oil drums during the 2003 Battle 
of Nasiriyah in Iraq instead tear 
apart civilians, and that moral 
wound of war widened over the 
years, the more he thought about 
it. He blames part of his struggles 
on that and other bad days in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, but said he can’t 



Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps 

Then-Staff Sgt. Scott Faulkner, the engineer chief with Combat Logistics Battaiion 22, appiies piaster to 
the wails of a school in Crete, Greece, as part of a 2011 humanitarian project. 


hide behind them. “I refuse to call 
myself a victim,” Faulkner said. 
“I’m not a victim.” 

Throughout a pair of interviews, 
he consistently praised both the 
Marine Corps and its leaders, 
including those at the Wounded 
Warrior unit who charged him last 
July and December for a series of 
incidents dating back to the sum¬ 
mer of 2016. 

Mihtary prosecutors claimed 
that he repeatedly disregarded an 
order issued by a superior com¬ 
missioned officer to stay at least 
100 feet away from an unidenti¬ 
fied woman and her house. 

She wasn’t his wife. He said that 
she was the spouse of a fellow Ma¬ 
rine and he was only trying to be 
a friend. 

Prosecutors sought to paint him 
as a stalker, accusing him of peep¬ 
ing into her windows, snooping to 
see if her doors were secured, jim¬ 
mying a lock with a bobby pin to 
enter when she wasn’t there and 
rifling through her underwear, 
but he insisted that none of those 
events happened. Prosecutors 
dropped the charges. 

Instead, Faulkner admitted to 
striking his daughter in the face 
and squeezing her neck during a 
springtime incident. It occurred 
when he violated a separate mili¬ 
tary protective order to stay away 
from his wife, records show. 

Both orders had been issued by 
Wounded Warrior commander Lt. 
Col. Stephen “Slade” Mount, him¬ 
self a highly decorated Marine 
who lost an eye to an insurgent 
bullet while flying his attack he¬ 


licopter during the Battle of N^af 
in Iraq in 2004. 

Mount, 44, did not return mes¬ 
sages from the Union-Tribune. 

In a 2016 interview with the 
newspaper at Camp Pendleton, 
Mount said his wounds helped 
him empathize with struggling 
Marines. At the same time, he 
needed to hold servicemembers 
— even senior leaders with mul¬ 
tiple combat tours — accountable 
for misconduct back home. 

“There’s a full spectrum of guys 
here who all deserve my best and 
my staff’s best. I can’t afford to 
have preconceived biases like, 
‘Hey, a combat veteran is worth 
more than the nondeployed guy,”’ 
Mount said. 

His words were echoed in a 
Thursday email to the Union-Tri¬ 
bune from Capt. Andrew Bella, 
spokesman for the Wounded War¬ 
rior program’s regimental head¬ 
quarters in Virginia. 

“One of the challenges at the 
Wounded Warrior Regiment, as 
with any unit, is trying to balance 
the requirements of good order 
and discipline with empathetic 
leadership for Marines and sail¬ 
ors,” Bella said. “Similar to the ci¬ 
vilian judicial system, proceedings 
under the Uniform Code of Mili¬ 
tary Justice allow for character 
testimony and for a convicted in¬ 
dividual to provide an explanation 
of extenuating circumstances as 
mitigation during the sentencing 
phase. An individualized sentence 
takes into account the relevant cir¬ 
cumstances of both the crime and 
the individual.” 
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Students show off new school at Camp Walker 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP WALKER, South Korea 
— Wander the halls of the new 
Daegu Middle High School and 
you might feel hke you’ve stepped 
into the future. 

One of several “21st century” 
schools that the Department 
of Defense Education Activity 
opened recently in South Korea, 
Japan and Germany, the $20 mil¬ 
lion, 299-student facihty is a far 
cry from most people’s childhood 
memories. 

Its open-air studio classrooms 
are a contrast to the refurbished 
barracks where kids learned at 
Camp Walker before the school 
opened last fall. The cafeteria is so 
new that on Friday, part of it was 
cordoned off and filled with equip¬ 
ment waiting to be installed. 

“This school is way, way bigger 
(than the old school),” said senior 
Nurfatihah Melendez, 17, during 
a tour that showed off spacious 
music halls, robotics laboratories 
and an impressive Junior Reserve 
Officer Training Corps wing. 

Senior Neena Ibit, also 17, rates 
its two gymnasiums as a big im¬ 
provement over the old setup. 

“We had to use the base gym 
for all of our practices,” she said 
of life before the new school. “Our 
games would overlap with other 
activities.” 

The open-air classrooms, which 
officials call “neighborhoods,” 
look a httle hke college lounges 
with wheeled equipment that’s 
easy to move. 

The classrooms encourage stu¬ 
dent engagement versus what 


principle Altorn Grade caUed “sit 
and get.” 

Middle school classes are di¬ 
vided by grade and high school 
classes by subject. Teachers don’t 
necessarily sit at the front of class. 
They spend much of their time 
among the students, which allows 
them to coordinate better. Grade 
said. 


“We collaborate sometimes with 
other classes,” Ibit said. “We meet 
in the center 


and talk and 
work on proj¬ 
ects. It gives 
us a sense a 
freedom and 
the ability to 
explore.” 
Melendez 

„ ,,, ,, loves the new 

Camp Walker ^ut 

senior thinks there’s 

room for 


This 

school is 
way, way 
bigger. ^ 

Nurfatihah 
Melendez 


improvement. 

“When another classroom works 
on videos, we can hear sound in 
our class,” she said. 

Changes are already in the 
works. 

“We found we needed to shut 
some of the walls (during certain 
classes),” Grade said, because 
music, video and other sounds 
from the classes were distracting 
others. 


Students like the layout, he said, 
adding that sixth-graders were 
concerned when their classes re¬ 
verted to a traditional setup for 
assessments. 

“They asked me: ‘It’s not going 
to stay this way, is it?,”’ he said. 


fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @marcusfichtl 
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Daegu Middle High students eat lunch among new supplies that are ready to be installed at the school 
on Camp Walker, South Korea, on Friday. 




Middle school students from around Tokyo gathered recently for the second-annual Robot Rumble at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Saturday. 


Allen ONSTOxi/Stars and Stripes 


DODEA students test programming skills at annual Robot Rumble 


By Allen Onstott 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Electric 
motors hummed and kids cheered inside 
Yokota Middle School’s gym recently as 
robots battled for supremacy during the 
second annual Robot Rumble. 

The event, which was sponsored by 
the Armed Forces Communications and 
Electronics Association, required teams 


of students to utilize programming knowl¬ 
edge to build and operate robots capable 
of performing simple tasks. 

Participants included students from 
schools across the Tokyo area, including 
Yokota Middle School, Yokosuka Middle 
School, St. Maur International School, the 
British School in Tokyo and K Interna¬ 
tional School Tokyo. 

The robots, created from Lego kits, 
were required to compete in three events: 


Tag Battle, in which robots battled to be¬ 
come the last robot standing; the Save the 
Universe relay, in which two teams com¬ 
peted to move the most plastic bottles; 
and the Soccer World Cup, which, save for 
the robot players, was not unlike a normal 
soccer match. 

None of the Lego robots were autono¬ 
mous, but instead were operated by a re¬ 
mote control containing basic instructions 
programmed by students. 


Yokota’s junior roboticists reigned su¬ 
preme. Students Ashine Caffrey and 
Moria O’Mallrey won the Tag Battle, 
while Yokota’s “Russia” team swept aside 
its rivals on the way to victory during the 
Soccer World Cup. 

Team One, which was made up of half 
the competing teams, recycled the most 
plastic bottles and saved the world. 

onstott.allen@stripes.com 
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Norway study: Unit cohesion 
unaffected by adding women 



Army trainees practice hand-to-hand combat using pugil sticks 
during basic combat training at Fort Jackson, S.C. A Norwegian 
study found that unit cohesion was unaffected by adding women. 


By Nancy Montgomery 
Stars and Stripes 

Men in boot camp units that in¬ 
clude women are just as likely to 
be satisfied with their training and 
esprit de corps as those serving in 
all-male contingents, says a new 
Norwegian study. 

The researchers said that they 
found “no evidence that integrat¬ 
ing women into squads hurt male 
recruits’ satisfaction with boot 
camp or their plans to continue in 
the military.” 

The Norwegian study, titled 
“Does Integration Change Gen¬ 
der Attitudes?” comes as the U.S. 
Army has recently begun training 
women for the infantry, armor and 
other combat positions. The move 
remains controversial even though 
women, who comprise less than 15 
percent of the Army, have served in 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The study, posted as a working 
paper with the National Bureau of 
Economic Research, claims to be 
the first to assign men and women 
to live and work together and study 
how attitudes change over time. 

The Norwegian male recruits 
became less sexist, the study con¬ 
cluded, just as previous racial 
“contact theory” studies have 
shown that racism decreases with 
familiarity among those assigned 
equal status. 


“These findings demonstrate 
that men’s gendered attitudes are 
not fixed, but can change through 
interaction with women,” the study 
stated. 

In contrast, a 2015 U.S. Army 
study on gender integration found 
that combat arms soldiers antici¬ 
pating women joining their units 
felt certain that the women’s inclu¬ 
sion would degrade unit cohesion 
and readiness. 

The Army study found that com¬ 
bat arms soldiers’ most urgent 
concern about having women in 
their units was the maintenance of 
physical performance standards, 
which they thought would inevi¬ 
tably decline. Nearly 60 percent 
of combat arms soldiers surveyed 
thought standards would not be 
maintained. 

The next year, a RAND Corp. 
report found “strong, deep-seated 
and intensely felt opposition” from 
special operations personnel in all 
services to opening up their career 
field to women. 

The Norway study did not mea¬ 
sure the performance of squads 
during boot camp. There is also 
less gender inequality in Norway 
to begin with than in the United 
States, according to the Swit¬ 
zerland-based World Economic 
Forum. 

“This paper does not answer all 
the questions,” said Gordon Dahl, 


the lead author of the study and an 
economics professor at the Univer¬ 
sity of California at San Diego. 

But it did assess unit cohesion 
and morale, finding no evidence 
that having a woman in the squad 
affected men’s enthusiasm for the 
military. 

“What we’re saying is ‘How 
do they operate as a unit?”’ Dahl 
said. “What we’re learning, at least 
in Norway, is that a lot of precon¬ 
ceived notions people had turned 
out not to be true. With common 
goals and equal status — that’s 
when barriers break down.” 

The Norwegian study randomly 
assigned women to some units at 
boot camp to live and train on six- 
person teams with male trainees. 
Other units remained all male. The 
study included 781 men and 119 
women, who were unaware that 
they were part of a study. 

At the beginning of training, 55 
percent of men agreed that mixed 
teams were as or more effective 
than same-sex teams and 67 per¬ 
cent said housework should be 
equally shared. 

After eight weeks, men with 
women in their squads were 14 
percentage points more likely to 
think mixed teams perform as well 
or better than unisex teams, and 
8 percentage points more likely to 
believe that men and women should 
share household work equally. 


Dahl said that the study may be 
more applicable to the wider ser¬ 
vices than to combat jobs in which 
physical strength and endurance 
are the top requirements. 

“Our study may not apply to the 
Marines,” Dahl said, “but it cer¬ 
tainly applies to radar technicians. 
Both Norway and the U.S. have less 
than 15 percent women (in the mil¬ 
itary). These attitudes are part of 
the reason why we don’t have more 
women in non-combat roles.” 

The Army has for years trained 
women and men together at boot 
camp. The sexes live in separate 
barracks, however. 

In contrast, the Marine Corps 


Stacy PEARSALL/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 


maintains a separate course of 
basic training for women, who 
comprise 9 percent of the corps. 

In June, Brig. Gen. Austin Ren- 
forth, the commander of Marine 
Recruit Depot Parris Island, said 
that women must train separate¬ 
ly from men at the beginning of 
training. 

“There’s a lot of tears, there’s a 
lot of struggling,” Renforth told 
Military.com. “... I don’t neces¬ 
sarily want the men to see those 
women; it can have a reverse ef¬ 
fect if you see them too early. You 
get one chance to make a first 
impression.” 

Montgomery.nancy@stripes.com 


Air Force restricts base access during retraining period 


Stars and Stripes 

The Air Force is restricting media access 
to its bases and curtailing interviews with 
personnel while the service’s pubhc affairs 
teams get retrained on operational security, 
according to new policy guidance. 

The March 1 Air Force memo, obtained 
by Defense News, states that responses to 
reporter questions about operations, train¬ 
ing and readiness now must be approved by 


the Air Force’s public affairs headquarters 
at the Pentagon. Media embeds also are re¬ 
stricted for the time being. 

The guidance is expected to stand while 
public affairs teams and commanders down 
to the wing level get trained on how to avoid 
disclosing sensitive information. Brig. Gen. 
Ed Thomas, the Air Force’s top spokesman, 
told Defense News the training could be 
completed “in the coming weeks.” 


“As we engage the public, we must avoid 
giving insights to our adversaries which 
could erode our mihtary advantage,” the 
memo stated. “We must now adapt to the re- 
emergence of great power competition and 
the reality that our adversaries are learning 
from what we say in public.” 

Not all commands are subject to the 
pubhc affairs restrictions. For example, 
combatant command guidance takes pre¬ 


cedence for pubhc affairs teams supporting 
Air Force headquarters in Europe and the 
Pacific, the memo states. 

“We have not ceased or reduced engage¬ 
ments with our audiences or the media,” 
said Gabriel Myers, spokesman for U.S. 
Air Forces in Europe and Air Forces Af¬ 
rica. “The memo and the training provides 
us with an additional opportunity to ensure 
we are protecting sensitive information.” 
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WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

Russia, Iran complicate 
fight against ISIS in Syria 
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Gen. Joseph L. Votel, left, commander of the U.S. Central 
Command, talks with Gen. Thomas D. Waldhauser, commander 
of the U.S. Africa Command, before a Senate Armed Services 
Committee hearing on Capitol Hill on Tuesday. 


By Claudia Grisales 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — In the fight 
against Islamic State in Syria, U.S. 
forces are facing an increasingly 
risky and convoluted battlefield 
that pits them against pro-regime 
forces supported by Russia and 
Iran, a top military commander 
told lawmakers Tuesday. 

Army Gen. Joseph Votel, com¬ 
mander of U.S. Central Com¬ 
mand, told a panel of senators that 
Russia and Iran are destabilizing 
the fight against ISIS in Syria. 

Several members of the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee 
expressed concern that the U.S. 
role in Syria has become mired 
in the civil war fight to topple the 
Bashar Assad regime, which is 
being propped up by Russia and 
Iran. 

“Our mission in Syria is strictly 
focused on defeating ISIS,” Votel 
said during a hearing to examine 
CENTCOM’s budget request for 
the 2019 fiscal year. “The biggest 
threat in Syria right now is all 
the other instability that is taking 
place that is preventing the coun¬ 
try from moving forward ... Cer¬ 
tainly Iran is an aspect of this but 
so is Russia.” 


Votel also repeated a warning 
that he issued to a House panel 
last month that Russia is trying to 
play “both arsonist and firefight¬ 
er,” fueling tensions among forces 
in Syria and then attempting to 
arbitrate disputes. Tensions with 
Russia continue to escalate in the 
region as media reports revealed 
Russian mercenaries attacked 
U.S. special operation forces in 
eastern Syria in February. 

Even as the U.N. issued a new 
cease-fire resolution in Syria last 
month, it appears to have had lit¬ 
tle effect, Votel has said. 

Concerns in the region are fur¬ 
ther fueled by President Donald 
Trump’s threats to pull the United 
States from the Joint Comprehen¬ 
sive Plan of Action agreement, 
which was designed to temper 
Iran’s nuclear program. 

Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., the 
ranking Democrat on the armed 
services committee, raised con¬ 
cern Tuesday about the potential 
withdrawal and the failing diplo¬ 
macy in the region and elsewhere. 
Earlier in the day. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson was dismissed 
from his post. 

Tillerson had vowed support 
for the JCPOA agreement, which 
didn’t address all of Iran’s “bad 


behavior,” but at minimum ad¬ 
dressed the nuclear weapons con¬ 
cerns, Reed said. This is critical 
for the United States in light of 
other nuclear threats that it faces 
from North Korea, he said. 

“The president risks creating a 
foreign policy crisis by threaten¬ 
ing to withdraw from the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action,” 
Reed said. “Let there be no doubt, 
Iran continues to be a state sponsor 
of terror and an abuser of human 
rights. Iran continues to destabi¬ 
lize the region through its devel¬ 
opment of ballistic missiles and 
support for proxies in Iraq, Syria, 
Lebanon, Yemen and elsewhere. 
The JCPOA was not intended to 
address all of Iran’s bad behavior, 
just the nuclear aspect.” 

Sen. Dan Sullivan, R-Alaska, ex¬ 
pressed concern for U.S. forces in 
Syria, comparing it to the unclear 
role of Marines based in Lebanon 
in the early 1980s. Those Marines 
barracks were later attacked, 
leaving more than 240 dead. 

“There seems to be a bit of a 
disconnect regarding what that 
mission is,” Sullivan said. “I get 
a little bit nervous when we have 
troops on the ground in a very 
complicated hostile region where 
it’s not 100 percent clear what the 


mission of our troops is. I don’t 
think any of us want to get back to 
the situation like we had with the 
Marines in Lebanon.” 

Sullivan’s concerns followed an 
exchange between Votel and Sen. 
Lindsay Graham, R-S.C., who said 
it’s unclear whether the United 
States should be focused on the 
Assad regime as well. 

“With Russia and Iran’s help, 
Assad has won the civil war in 
Syria,” Graham said. “It is not 
your mission in Syria to deal with 
the Iranian-Assad-Russia prob¬ 
lem. That is not in your things to 
do right?” 

Votel agreed it wasn’t. And he 


did agree with Graham’s assess¬ 
ment that it appears the Assad 
regime is on track to win his 
civil war with help from Iran and 
Russia. 

“Iran has been a key enabler 
of the regime for a while... (Rus¬ 
sia) also is a key enabler of the 
regime,” the general said. If Rus¬ 
sia, Assad and Iran do win in the 
region, “it means we will contend 
with this influence of Iran in this 
particular area and the influence 
of Russia.” 

gr'isales.claudia@sfripes.’com 

Twitter: @cgrisales 


US uses ISIS strategy in attacking Taliban funding stream 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. military is ratcheting up its 
attack on Taliban funding streams in Af¬ 
ghanistan, where troops are using a strate¬ 
gy that paid dividends in the battle against 
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, the general 
in charge of U.S. Central Command said 
Tuesday. 

“This is a lesson learned from Iraq and 
Syria, where we got serious about going 
after the funding streams that supported 
ISIS,” Army Gen. Joseph Votel said during 
a Senate Armed Services Committee hear¬ 
ing. “We started to see an immediate im¬ 
pact, so that is exactly the intention here.” 

As the war in Afghanistan enters its 17th 
year, the U.S. military is again building up 


in the country. With ISIS largely defeated 
in Iraq and Syria, the United States is shift¬ 
ing more assets from the region to the war 
effort in Afghanistan, Votel said. 

Part of the rejiggered U.S. strategy is to 
once again go after a multibillion dollar 
drug trade in Afghanistan that the Taliban 
has relied on for years to fund its opera¬ 
tions. But the trade has proven resilient de¬ 
spite international efforts to neutralize it. 

In 2017, opium production increased 87 
percent from the previous year, according 
to U.N. data. 

NATO has long been vexed by Afghani¬ 
stan’s drug economy. While the trade ben¬ 
efits the Taliban, eliminating it also hurts 
impoverished poppy producers who have 
few viable sources of income. Some critics 


argue a heavy bombing campaign could 
increase popular support for the Taliban. 

Votel said there are signs the strategy is 
“proving effective.” 

“Here we are 17 years later. It remains 
to be seen,” said Sen. Mazie Hirono, 
D-Hawaii. 

The U.S.-led effort in Afghanistan has 
gone after the drug trade before, from 
targeting labs to funding efforts aimed at 
enticing farmers to grow alternative crops 
such as pomegranates. 

In 2009, former Army Gen. John Crad¬ 
dock, who served as NATO Supreme Allied 
Commander, caused a stir among allies 
when he floated a recommendation that 
troops shoot suspected Afghan traffick¬ 
ers without warning. The idea was never 


adopted. 

With no end in sight to the longest U.S. 
war in history, Hirono said there is skepti¬ 
cism that a difference can be made in Af¬ 
ghanistan with the strategy, much of which 
has been already tried. 

Votel said the United States continues to 
apply pressure on Pakistan to do more to 
root out sanctuaries used by militants to 
conduct cross-border attacks in Afghani¬ 
stan. The strategy has gotten Pakistan’s 
attention, the general said. 

“[But] I cannot tell you we have seen de¬ 
cisive changes [from Pakistan],” he said. 

Still, Votel said he was hopeful. 

“I do think we are on the right track with 
this,” he said. 

Twitter: vandiver.john@stripes.com 


Military looking at helmet cam rules after Niger attack 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. mili¬ 
tary leaders are considering new 
guidelines for the use of helmet 
cameras on the battlefield after 
Islamic State-linked fighters in 
Niger exploited footage taken by a 
fallen American soldier to make a 
propaganda video that highlight¬ 
ed the killing of four U.S. forces. 

Weeks after the deadly October 
ambush, people linked to the mil¬ 
itants shopped around the grisly 
footage to news organizations. 
When few expressed interest, the 
insurgents added music and pro¬ 


paganda, made a short movie and 
posted it online. Then it was writ¬ 
ten about in a number of news sto¬ 
ries around the world. 

Islamic State’s capitalization 
on its fortunate find after the 
northern Niger battle highlighted 
the risk for the U.S. military of its 
men and women using the popu¬ 
lar mini-cameras on missions. 
Experts say military officials 
are likely to respond with tighter 
controls. 

“The need for clear guidance 
on the use of cameras in opera¬ 
tions was amplified by the am¬ 
bush in Niger,” said Navy Capt. 


Jason Salata, spokesman for Spe¬ 
cial Operations Command, based 
in Florida. And U.S. Africa Com¬ 
mand, which doesn’t have its own 
policy on the issue, is also doing 
a review to determine whether 
new guidelines are required, said 
Army Col. Mark Cheadle, spokes¬ 
man for the command. 

The goal is to ensure command¬ 
ers understand the risks when 
they authorize helmet cameras or 
other video to be recorded. One 
idea centers on security mea¬ 
sures that would make it harder 
for enemies who get their hands 
on such footage to use it. 


“I think they’re doing the right 
thing by saying, ‘Well, we can’t 
limit its usage, we’ve got to limit 
its vulnerabilities, things like 
encrypting them,”’ said Spencer 
Meredith, associate professor of 
national security at the National 
Defense University. 

While some form of encryption 
would be the most likely approach, 
Meredith said, other technologi¬ 
cal fixes include ways to limit the 
battery life or otherwise make a 
device inoperable after a certain 
period of time. Other guidelines 
could address who can approve 
the use of helmet cameras and 


similar technology, and where 
and how they can be used. 

The technology in the military 
was originally more prominent 
among special operations forces, 
but has since expanded to con¬ 
ventional troops as the cameras 
became more widespread and 
more commanders became con¬ 
vinced of their value. 

Rules on helmet camera use 
have lagged, however. Instead of 
having their own guidelines, such 
devices so far have been lumped 
in with other more general re¬ 
strictions on photography and 
videotaping. 









Wednesday, March 14,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 9 


WAR ON TERRORISM _ 

In Kabul, Mattis says US looks toward 'victory' 



Robert Burns/AP 


Department of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis arrives in Kabul, 
A^hanistan, on Tuesday. 


By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — US. 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
said Tuesday he believes victory 
in Afghanistan is still possible 
— not necessarily on the battle¬ 
field but in facilitating a Taliban 
reconciliation with the Afghan 
government. 

Mattis spoke shortly before ar¬ 
riving in Kabul, where security 
concerns were so high that re¬ 
porters traveling with him were 
not allowed to publish stories 
until his party had moved from 
the Kabul airport to the U.S.-led 
military coalition’s headquarters. 
That was the first such restriction 
on coverage of a Pentagon chiefs 
visit in memory. 

Mattis said he would be meet¬ 
ing with President Ashraf Ghani 
and top US. commanders. 

“We do look toward a victory 
in Afghanistan,” he said, adding, 
“Not a military victory — the 
victory will be a political recon¬ 
ciliation” with the Taliban, which 
has achieved a stalemate in re¬ 
cent years and shown little in¬ 
terest in conceding to the Kabul 
government. 

Mattis, a retired Marine gener¬ 
al who commanded US. troops in 
southern Afghanistan in the open¬ 


ing weeks of the war in 2001, said 
getting the Taliban to reconcile en 
masse may be “a bridge too far.” 
So the emphasis is on drawing in 
Taliban elements piecemeal. 

He described this approach 


as an effort to “start peeling off 
those who are tired of fighting” 
after more than 16 years of war. 

“We know there is interest on 
the Taliban side,” he said. 

He defined victory in Afghani¬ 


stan as a political settlement 
between the Taliban and the gov¬ 
ernment, and an Afghan military 
that is capable of securing the 
country largely on its own. At 
that point, he said, Afghanistan 
would not be “a haven for attacks 
internationally” as it was when 
al-Qaida used the country as a 
launching pad for the attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

Ghani opened his meeting with 
Mattis at the Presidential Palace 
by expressing appreciation for 
the US. military’s sacrifices over 
the years and offering praise for 
the new war strategy approved 
by President Donald Trump last 
August. 

Ghani called the new U.S. ap¬ 
proach a “game changer.” 

“It has forced every actor to re¬ 
examine their assumptions,” he 
said, adding that in the short run, 
this could intensify the conflict. 
On the positive side, he said, it en¬ 
ables his government to make an 
unconditional peace offer to the 
Taliban without it looking like a 
surrender. He said it also allowed 
his government to approach Paki¬ 
stan with an offer of a “compre¬ 
hensive dialogue.” 

U.S. intelligence officials are 
predicting the war will remain 
stalemated as the traditionally 


most intensive fighting season 
begins this spring. 

The visit is Mattis’ second since 
Trump announced last August 
that despite his instinct to pull 
U.S. troops out of Afghanistan, 
his administration would take a 
more aggressive approach to the 
conflict, now in its 17th year. 

As part of an effort to bolster 
Afghan fighting strength, the U.S. 
in recent weeks sent an Army 
group of about 800 soldiers, ac¬ 
companied by several hundred 
support troops, to advise the Af¬ 
ghans closer to the front lines. 
The U.S. also shifted A-10 attack 
planes and other aircraft from 
striking Islamic State militants 
in Syria and Iraq to Afghanistan 
as part of Trump’s new approach. 
These and other moves boosted 
the number of U.S. troops in Af¬ 
ghanistan by at least 3,500 to a 
total of more than 14,000. 

Mattis has said that the U.S. 
goal is to enable Afghan forces to 
weaken the Taliban to the point 
where the Afghans can manage 
their own security. Put another 
way, the aim is to convince the 
insurgents they cannot win on 
the battlefield, thus driving them 
to reconcile with the Afghan 
government. 



Courtesy of the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets/AP 


Members of the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets remove a body 
Tuesday after airstrikes and shelling by Syrian government forces in 
Ghouta, a suburb of Damascus. 

^When the international community 
consistently fails to act, there are times when 
states are compelled to take their own action, f 

Nikki Haley 

U.S. ambassador to the United Nations 


Turkey, allies say they 
besieged Syria’s Afrin 


Ambassador: 
US prepared to 
take military 
action in Syria 

By Carol Morello 

The Washington Post 

The United States is “pre¬ 
pared to act if we must” to stop 
indiscriminate bombing of civil¬ 
ians in Syria, U.S. ambassador to 
the United Nations Nikki Haley 
warned Monday as she circulated 
a new draft resolution demanding 
an immediate cease-fire. 

Addressing the Security Coun¬ 
cil 16 days after it passed a reso¬ 
lution demanding a cease-fire 
that largely has failed to stop the 
bombing or allow humanitarian 
access, Haley compared the situ¬ 
ation today to last year, when the 
United States launched airstrikes 
against a Syrian military base 
after a deadly chemical weapons 
attack. 

“When the international com¬ 
munity consistently fails to act, 
there are times when states are 
compelled to take their own ac¬ 
tion,” Haley said. This is one of 
those times, she added. 

“We warn any nation deter¬ 
mined to impose its will through 
chemical attacks and inhuman 
suffering, but most especially the 
outlaw Syrian regime. The United 
States remains prepared to act if 
we must,” she said. “It is not a path 
we prefer. But it is a path we have 
demonstrated we will take, and we 
are prepared to take again.” 

French President Emmanuel 
Macron also threatened targeted 
strikes in Syria, telhng reporters 
at a news conference in India that 


France would retahate if it found 
“irrefutable evidence” chemical 
weapons had been used to kill 
civilians. 

Earher in the Security Council, 
UN. Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said the bombing and 
bloodshed in the Damascus sub¬ 
urb of Eastern Ghouta, a rebel 
stronghold, had increased since 
the council called for a cease-fire. 
Only a limited number of convoys 
delivering medical supplies and 
food have succeeded in reaching 
civilians — and Syrian govern¬ 


ment forces confiscated most of 
the equipment on one load, he 
said. Also, not a single critically ill 
person has been evacuated. 

Calling the situation a calam¬ 
ity growing more desperate by 
the day, Guterres said the Syrian 
government and its allies — an 
oblique reference to Russia and 
Iran — had intensified their of¬ 
fensive so much that they have 
increased the territory they 
control in the enclave from 10 
percent barely a week ago to 60 
percent today. 


By Bassem Mroue 
AND SuzAN Fraser 
Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Turkish troops 
and allied opposition fighters 
have begun a siege of the Syrian 
Kurdish-held northern town of 
Afrin, the Turkish military said 
Tuesday. 

The military said in a brief 
statement that the siege of Afrin, 
the main town in the enclave of 
the same name, had begun Mon¬ 
day. It said the military had taken 
control of “critical areas” of the 
town but did not provide details. 

Thousands of people had start¬ 
ed to flee Afrin on Monday as 
the Turkish troops got closer to 
the town, heading toward nearby 
government-controlled areas. 

Turkey launched a military of¬ 
fensive into the border enclave on 
Jan. 20 to drive out Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish forces that it considers to be 
“terrorists” and an extension of 
Kurdish rebels fighting inside 
Turkey. 

The violence in northern Syria 
came as the largest rebel group in 
the besieged suburbs of the Syr¬ 
ian capital, Damascus, vowed not 
to leave the area and to continue 
fighting advancing government 
forces as opposition activists re¬ 
ported a new wave of bombard¬ 
ment Tuesday morning that 
inflicted casualties. 

The Army of Islam statement 
came hours after it said it had 
reached an agreement with gov¬ 
ernment-allied Russian forces 
to evacuate the wounded from 


the enclave. Its statement said 
the deal with the Russians was 
reached through the United 
Nations. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights said 
Tuesday that the evacuations are 
expected to begin “within hours” 
under UN. supervision. 

Syrian TV showed some people 
arriving at the Wafideen cross¬ 
ing after they left the area, with 
a woman saying that she has been 
waiting for more than a year to 
evacuate her sick child. 

The TV also showed an older 
man being carried while on a 
wheel chair before boarding an 
ambulance. Another woman was 
held as she could hardly walk. 

The Army of Islam statement 
late Monday was responding to 
some local reports that said it is 
negotiating with the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment and its Russian backers 
to leave the area known as east¬ 
ern Ghouta. 

Syrian government forces 
have captured more than half 
of eastern Ghouta over the past 
two weeks and laid a siege on the 
group’s stronghold of Douma. 

Eastern Ghouta is home to 
some 400,000 people who are liv¬ 
ing amid harsh condition because 
of bombardment and lack of food 
resulting from a monthslong gov¬ 
ernment siege. 

Opposition activists say that 
since the latest wave of bomb¬ 
ings and ground offensive began, 
more than 1,100 civilians have 
been killed in eastern Ghouta. 
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House panel's initial report: No collusion 

Russia meddled in election, but not to help Trump; Democrats to release their own findings 


By Mary Clare Jalonick 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—Republicans 
on the House Intelligence Com¬ 
mittee have completed a draft 
report concluding there was no 
collusion or coordination between 
Donald Trump’s presidential 
campaign and Russia, a finding 
that pleased the White House but 
enraged Democrats who had not 
yet seen the document. 

After a yearlong investigation, 
Texas Rep. Mike Conaway an¬ 
nounced Monday that the com¬ 
mittee has finished interviewing 
witnesses and will share the re¬ 
port with Democrats for the first 
time Tuesday. Conaway is the 
Republican leading the House 
probe, one of several investiga¬ 
tions on Russian meddling in the 
2016 elections. 

“We found no evidence of col¬ 
lusion,” Conaway told reporters, 
suggesting that those who believe 
there was collusion are reading 
too many spy novels. “We found 


perhaps some bad judgment, inap¬ 
propriate meetings, inappropriate 
judgment in taking meetings. But 
only Tom Clancy or Vince Flynn 
or someone else like that could 
take this series of inadvertent 
contacts with each other, or meet¬ 
ings or whatever, and weave that 
into sort of a fiction page-turner, 
spy thriller.” 

Hours later. Trump tweeted 
his own headline of the report 
in excited capital letters: “THE 
HOUSE INTELLIGENCE COM¬ 
MITTEE HAS, AFTER A 14 
MONTH LONG IN-DEPTH IN¬ 
VESTIGATION, FOUND NO 
EVIDENCE OF COLLUSION OR 
COORDINATION BETWEEN 
THE TRUMP CAMPAIGN 
AND RUSSIA TO INFLUENCE 
THE 2016 PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION.” 

Conaway previewed some of 
the conclusions, but said the pub¬ 
lic will not see the report until 
Democrats have reviewed it and 
the intelligence community has 


decided what information can be¬ 
come public, a process that could 
take weeks. Democrats are ex¬ 
pected to issue a separate report 
with far different conclusions. 

In addition to the statement on 
coordination with Russians, the 
draft challenges an assessment 
made after the 2016 election that 
Russian meddling was an effort 
to help Trump. The January 2017 
assessment revealed that the FBI, 
CIA and NSA had concluded that 
the Russian government, at the 
direction of President Vladimir 
Putin, waged a covert influence 
campaign to interfere in the elec¬ 
tion with the goal of hurting Dem¬ 
ocrat Hillary Clinton’s candidacy 
and helping Trump’s campaign. 

House Intelligence Commit¬ 
tee officials said they spent hun¬ 
dreds of hours reviewing raw 
source material used by the in¬ 
telligence services in the assess¬ 
ment and that it did not meet the 
appropriate standards to make 
the claim about helping Trump. 


The officials spoke on condition 
of anonymity because they were 
not authorized to speak publicly 
about the intelligence material. 

Conaway said there will be a 
second report just dealing with 
the intelligence assessment and 
its credibility. 

The Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence issued a 
statement soon after the GOP 
announcement, saying it stood 
by the intelligence community’s 
findings. DNI spokesman Brian 
Hale said the office will review 
the findings of the committee’s 
report. 

According to Conaway, the re¬ 
port will agree with the intelli¬ 
gence assessment on most other 
details, including that Russians 
did meddle in the election. It will 
detail Russian cyberattacks on 
US. institutions during the elec¬ 
tion and the use of social media 
to sow discord. It will also show 
a pattern of Russian attacks on 
European allies — information 


that could be redacted in the final 
report. And it will blame officials 
in President Barack Obama’s ad¬ 
ministration for a “lackluster” 
response and look at leaks from 
the intelligence community to the 
media. 

It will include at least 25 recom¬ 
mendations, including how to im¬ 
prove election security, respond 
to cyberattacks and improve 
counterintelligence efforts. 

Democrats have criticized 
Republicans on the committee 
for shortening the investigation, 
pointing to multiple contacts be¬ 
tween Trump’s campaign and 
Russia and saying they have seen 
far too few witnesses to make any 
judgment on collusion. 

The top Democrat on the in¬ 
telligence panel, California Rep. 
Adam Schiff, suggested that by 
wrapping up the probe the Repub¬ 
licans were protecting Trump. He 
called the development a “tragic 
milestone” and said history would 
judge them harshly. 


Pick for CIA director is 
female career spymaster 


Tillerson: 

Pompeo a foe 
of the Iran deal 



Then-Secretary of State Rex Tillerson listens as President Donald 
Trump speaks during a Cabinet meeting in January. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

In an illustration of the gulf 
that has long separated Tillerson 
and Trump, aides to both couldn’t 
even on agree on the circum¬ 
stances of his firing. 

Undersecretary of State Steve 
Goldstein and other State Depart¬ 
ment officials said that Tillerson 
hadn’t learned he was dismissed 
until he saw Trump’s early-morn¬ 
ing tweet, and hadn’t discussed 
it directly with the president. 
Goldstein said the former Exxon 
Mobil CEO was “unaware of the 
reason” he was fired and “had 
had every intention of staying,” 
feeling he was making progress 
on national security. Hours later, 
Goldstein was fired, too. 

Multiple White House officials 
said that Tillerson had been in¬ 
formed of the decision Friday, 
while he was in Ethiopia. One 
official said chief of staff John 
Kelly had called Tillerson on 
Friday and again on Saturday to 
warn him that Trump was about 
to take imminent action if he did 
not step aside, and that a replace¬ 
ment had already been identified. 
When Tillerson didn’t act. Trump 
fired him, that official said. 

All of the officials demanded 
anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to speak publicly. 

Trump’s change puts Pompeo, 
an ardent foe of the Iran nuclear 
deal, in charge of US. diplomacy 
as the president decides whether 
to withdraw the US. from the 
agreement. Trump faces another 
deadline in May to decide wheth¬ 
er to remain in the Obama-era 
nuclear agreement that he cam¬ 
paigned aggressively against. 


The reshuffle also comes amid 
a dramatic diplomatic opening 
with North Korea, with Trump 
set to hold a historic meeting 
with leader Kim Jong Un in May. 
Pressuring North Korea with 
sanctions and other isolation mea¬ 
sures had been a top Tillerson 
priority, and he had been one of 
the administration’s more vocal 
advocates for holding talks in 
some form with the North. When 
Trump ultimately accepted Kim’s 
invitation for a meeting, Tillerson 
was in Ethiopia, though he said he 
spoke with Trump about it shortly 
before it was announced. 

Tillerson’s departure adds to a 
period of intense turnover within 
Trump’s administration that has 
alarmed those both in and out of 
the White House. Top economic 
adviser Gary Cohn announced 
his resignation last week, not long 
after communications director 
Hope Hicks and staff secretary 
Rob Porter both departed near 
the start of Trump’s second year 
in office. 



AP 


CIA Director Mike Pompeo is 
Trump’s pick to replace Tillerson. 

Pompeo, a former Republican 
congressman from Kansas, has 
already been confirmed by the 
Senate for his current role at the 
CIA, making it extremely likely 
that he will be confirmed for the 
State Department role. Trump 
tweeted, “He will do a fantastic 
job!” 


By Deb Riechmann 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s choice to be the 
first female director of the CIA 
is a career spymaster who once 
ran an agency prison in Thailand 
where terror suspects were sub¬ 
jected to a harsh interrogation 
technique that the president has 
supported. 

Trump tweeted Tuesday that 
he would nominate CIA Director 
Mike Pompeo to replace Rex Til¬ 
lerson as secretary of state and 
that he has selected Gina Haspel 
to replace Pompeo. Haspel, the 
current deputy CIA director, also 
helped carry out an order that the 
agency destroy its waterboard¬ 
ing videos. That order prompted 
a lengthy Justice Department 
investigation that ended without 
charges. 

Haspel, who has extensive 
overseas experience, briefly ran 
a secret CIA prison where ter¬ 
ror suspects Abu Zubayadah and 
Abd al Rahim al-Nashiri were 
waterboarded in 2002, according 
to current and former US. intel¬ 
ligence officials who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condition of 
anonymity. 

More than a decade after wa¬ 
terboarding was last used, the 
CIA is still haunted by the legacy 
of a tactic that the US. govern¬ 
ment regarded as torture before 
President George W. Bush’s ad¬ 
ministration authorized its use 
against terror suspects. There is 
no indication that Trump’s pick 
signals a desire to restart the 
harsh interrogation and detention 
program. 

Haspel, who joined the CIA in 
1985, has been chief of station at 



CIA/AP 


CIA Deputy Director Gina 
Haspel, who joined the agency in 
1985, now is in line to lead it. 

CIA outposts abroad. In Wash¬ 
ington, she has held several top 
senior leadership positions, in¬ 
cluding deputy director of the 
National Clandestine Service and 
deputy director of the National 
Clandestine Service for Foreign 
Intelligence and Covert Action. 

When she was picked as depu¬ 
ty CIA director, her career was 
lauded by veteran intelligence 
officials, including former Direc¬ 
tor of National Intelligence James 
Clapper, who recently retired. 
But it also upset the American 
Civil Liberties Union and other 
rights advocates who found it un¬ 
settling that Trump would choose 
someone who was involved in the 
harsh interrogation program. 

“No one who had a hand in 
torturing individuals deserves to 
ever hold public office again, let 
alone lead an agency,” Human 
Rights First’s Raha Wala said 
Tuesday. “To allow someone who 
had a direct hand in this illegal, 
immoral and counterproductive 
program is to willingly forget 
our nation’s dark history with 
torture.” 











Wednesday, March 14,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 11 


NATION 


New US record 
set for censoring, 
withholding files 
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People who asked for records under the Freedom of Information 
Act received censored files or nothing in 78 percent of 823,222 
requests, a record over the past decade. 


By Ted Bridis 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The federal 
government censored, withheld or 
said it couldn’t find records sought 
by citizens, journahsts and others 
more often last year than at any 
point in the past decade, accord¬ 
ing to an Associated Press analy¬ 
sis of new data. 

The calculations cover eight 
months under President Donald 
Trump, the first hints about how 
his administration complies with 
the Freedom of Information Act. 

The surge of people who sought 
records but ended up empty-hand¬ 
ed was driven by the government 
saying more than ever it could not 
find a single page of requested 
files and asserting in other cases 
that it would be illegal under U.S. 
laws to release the information. 

People who asked for records 
under the Freedom of Informa¬ 
tion Act received censored files or 
nothing in 78 percent of 823,222 
requests, a record over the past 
decade. When it provided no re¬ 
cords, the government said it 
could find no information related 
to the request in a little over half 
those cases. 

It turned over everything re¬ 
quested in roughly one of every 
five FOIA requests, according to 
the AP analysis. 

Records requests can take 


months — even years — to get ful¬ 
filled. Even then, the government 
censored documents in nearly 
two-thirds of cases when it turned 
over anything. 

The federal government also 
spent $40.6 million last year in 
legal fees defending its decisions 
to withhold federal files, also a re¬ 
cord. That included the time when 
a U.S. judge ruled against the AP 
and other news organizations ask¬ 
ing for details about who and how 
much the FBI paid to unlock the 
iPhone used by a gunman in a 
mass shooting in San Bernardino, 
Calif When the government loses 
in court, it sometimes must pay 
the winner’s attorney’s fees. For 
example. The New York Times 
was awarded $51,910 from the 
CIA in May in a fight over records 
about chemical weapons in Iraq. 

It was impossible, based on the 
government’s own accounting, to 
determine whether researchers, 
journalists and others asked for 
records that did not actually exist 
or whether federal employees did 
not search hard enough before 
giving up. The government said 
it found nothing 180,924 times, an 
18 percent increase over the pre¬ 
vious year. 

“Federal agencies are failing to 
take advantage of modern tech¬ 
nology to store, locate and pro¬ 
duce records in response to FOIA 


requests, and the public is losing 
out as a result,” said Adam A. 
Marshall, the Knight Foundation 
htigation attorney at the Washing- 
ton-based Reporters Committee 
for Freedom of the Press. 

He said citizens and others 
should try to precisely describe 
how they want filings, cabinets, 
hard drives or email accounts 
searched, but “you shouldn’t have 
to be an expert in records man¬ 
agement just to submit a FOIA.” 

In other cases, the times the 
government said it would be illegal 
under other U.S. laws to release 
requested information nearly dou¬ 
bled, to 63,749. Those laws include 
broad prohibitions against reveal¬ 
ing details about U.S. intelligence 
activities or foreign governments, 
trade secrets, individual banking 
or tax records and more. 

Many of those requests prob¬ 
ably involved files related to the 
U.S. investigation into how Russia 
interfered in the 2016 presidential 
election or the related grand jury 
investigations or about Trump’s 


personal or business tax returns, 
said Kel McClanahan, a Washing¬ 
ton lawyer who frequently sues 
the U.S. government for records. 
“How many people do you think 
asked for Trump’s tax returns?” 
he asked. 

A disturbing trend continued: 
In more than 1 in 3 cases, the 
government reversed itself when 
challenged and acknowledged that 
it had improperly tried to withhold 
pages. But people filed such ap¬ 
peals only 14,713 times, or about 
4.3 percent of cases in which the 
government said it found records 
but held back some or all of the 
material. 

The Trump administration, in 
a new report last week, noted that 
it received a record number of 
information requests last year. It 
said many agencies reduced their 
backlogs of overdue requests. 

The administration also said it 
was directing federal agencies to 
improve the number of requests 
they process and do some more 
quickly. 


Mnuchin 
heckled 
at UCLA 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES—A previously 
withheld video has been released 
showing the near-constant heck¬ 
ling of Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin during a moderated talk 
about the economy at UCLA. 

The university initially balked 
at releasing the video, saying that 
Mnuchin “subsequently with¬ 
drew” his agreement for it to be 
posted online. 

The video shows audience 
members hissing at Mnuchin 
throughout the Feb. 26 event in 
Los Angeles. The hissing was so 
loud the secretary barely spoke 
a sentence without commenting 
about it. 

Seven minutes into Mnuchin’s 
opening remarks, three different 
women shouted at him and were 
either carried or escorted out of 
the room by police after they ig¬ 
nored warnings to stop. 

They yelled that the U.S. is bul¬ 
lying North Korea and criticized 
President Donald Trump’s tax 
legislation. 

The decision to withhold the 
video drew criticism from stu¬ 
dents, free speech groups and 
members of the news media. Sev¬ 
eral organizations, including The 
Associated Press, filed public- 
records requests arguing for the 
video to be released. 

UCLA agreed to release the 
video on Friday, saying in a state¬ 
ment only that it had received 
Mnuchin’s consent to do so. 


Clinton says US 
didn’t ‘deserve’ 
Donald Trump 

Associated Press 

MUMBAI, India — Hillary 
Clinton told an audience in India 
that the United States did not “de¬ 
serve” Donald Trump’s presiden¬ 
cy and that these are “perilous 
times.” 

The 2016 Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidate spoke over 
the weekend at a conference in 
Mumbai. 

Clinton said the Republican 
president has “quite an affin¬ 
ity for dictators” and said Trump 
“really likes their authoritarian 
posturing and behavior.” But she 
said she thinks it’s “more than 
that” with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Russia. 

Clinton was critical of the real¬ 
ity campaign tactics of her oppo¬ 
nent and questioned whether she 
should have provided more enter¬ 
tainment to voters who responded 
to Trump’s brash style. 

She also believes former FBI 
director James Comey’s Oct. 28, 
2016, letter to Congress about her 
private email server cost her sup¬ 
port from white women voters. 



Sunil Verma/AP 


Former U.S. Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton, comes out of 
Jodhpur Airport upon her arrival 
in Rajasthan state, India, on 
Tuesday. 


Uncomfortable DeVos interviews on 
school policy fall flat at White House 


By Maria Danilova 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Education 
Secretary Betsy DeVos got a less- 
than-ringing endorsement from 
the White House after a pair of 
uncomfortable television inter¬ 
views raised questions about her 
commitment to help underper¬ 
forming schools and support for 
President Donald Trump’s pro¬ 
posal to curb school violence. 

Less than a day after DeVos 
was appointed to chair a federal 
commission on school safety. 
White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders down¬ 
played DeVos’ role in the process. 
Asked whether DeVos would be 
the face of the commission, Sand¬ 
ers said Monday, “I think that the 
president is going to be the lead 
on school safety when it comes to 
this administration.” 

Sanders also said the focus is 
“not one or two interviews but on 
actual policy.” 

In an interview with CBS’ 
“60 Minutes” that aired Sunday 
night, DeVos said years of federal 
investment in public education 



had produced “zero results” and 
that American schools were stag¬ 
nating and failing many students. 

But asked by 
I CBS’ Lesley 
Stahl wheth¬ 
er she had 
visited low- 
performing 
schools to 
understand 
their needs, 
DeVos, 
an ardent 
I proponent 
of school 
choice, ad¬ 
mitted to having visited none. 

“I have not intentionally visited 
schools that are underperform¬ 
ing,” DeVos said. 

“Maybe you should,” Stahl 
said. 

“Maybe I should,” DeVos said. 

DeVos spokeswoman Liz Hill 
said the secretary’s focus was on 
promoting successful innovation, 
including in traditional public 
schools. 

“The secretary has been very 
intentional about visiting and 


DeVos 


highlighting high-performing, 
innovative schools across the 
country,” Hill told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in a statement. “Many 
of these high-performing schools 
are traditional public schools that 
have challenged the status quo 
and dared to do something dif¬ 
ferent on behalf of their students 

— many where teachers are em¬ 
powered in the classroom to find 
what works best for students. 

DeVos took to Twitter on Mon¬ 
day to defend her comments. 

“I’m fighting every day for 
every student, in every school 

— public and private — to have 
a world-class education. We owe 
that to our children,” she wrote. 
She also suggested that some of 
her remarks were unfairly left 
out of the show. 

This wasn’t the first time 
DeVos faced criticism following 
an uneven performance at a pub¬ 
lic forum. She was ridiculed last 
year after suggesting at her con¬ 
firmation hearing in the Senate 
that some schools needed guns 
to protect students from grizzly 
bears. 
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Court rules grandson to 
receive Manson's remains 


By Brian Melley 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A grandson 
of cult leader Charles Manson won 
the bizarre California court battle 
Monday over the killer’s body. 

Kem County Superior Court 
Commissioner Alisa Knight ruled 
that Jason Freeman can retrieve 
Manson’s remains, which have been 
on ice in the Bakersfield morgue 
since he died in November. 

Freeman didn’t immediately 
comment but previously said he 
would cremate and spread the 
ashes of Manson and put to rest 
“this so-called monster, this his¬ 
torical figure that shouldn’t have 
been blown up as big as it was for 
all these years.’’ 

Manson died in a hospital in Ba¬ 
kersfield while serving a life sen¬ 
tence for orchestrating the 1969 
killings of pregnant actress Sharon 
Tate and eight others. He was 83. 

The fight over his corpse de¬ 
volved into a circus of sorts with 
friends filing competing wills pur¬ 
portedly signed by the infamous in¬ 
mate while kin began to come out of 
the woodwork to also stake a claim 


to the killer’s body and an estate 
that could include lucrative rights 
to songs Manson wrote or to license 
his image and other material. 

While the decision clears the 
way for Manson to be cremated 
or buried, the battle for the body 
foreshadows what lies ahead as the 
same competing camps wrestle for 
control of the estate. 

The case in Kem County was 
brought by the coroner’s office, 
which said it wanted to quickly 
resolve the matter because bodies 
were piling up at the morgue. 

The three-way fight for the body 
was between Freeman, Michael 
Bmnner, a man who said he was 
fathered by Manson, and Michael 
Channels, a pen pal who collected 
and sold Manson memorabilia and 
filed what he said was the cult lead¬ 
er’s will. 

The three all tried to cast doubt 
on the authenticity of the compet¬ 
ing claims and FVeeman largely 
won out because of deficiencies 
with the other petitions. 

Knight said the will submitted by 
Channels was problematic, in part, 
because he was one of the two wit¬ 
nesses while also sole beneficiary. 


It was also ambiguous about what 
would be done with Manson’s body 
other than for Channels to use his 
judgment as executor. 

“All I wanted to do was take the 
dude’s ashes and dump them in 
the desert where he wanted,’’ said 
Channels, who said he was more 
upset that Freeman prevailed over 
Bmnner, who he believes is Man¬ 
son’s legitimate son. “I’m irate. 
That Jason Freeman, he just pulled 
the wool over the whole system’s 
eyes.” 

Bmnner’s mother was an early 
member of the so-called Manson 
family and he was fathered by the 
cult leader, according to his birth 
certificate, though it misspelled 
Manson’s middle name. Knight 
said Bmnner had shown evidence 
he was fathered by Manson, but he 
lost his right to be deemed an heir 
because he was adopted by his ma¬ 
ternal grandparents. 

Freeman, a former profes¬ 
sional mixed martial arts fighter 
from Florida, is the son of the late 
Charles Manson Jr., who was the 
child of Manson and his first wife. 
Charles Manson Jr. changed his 
name to Charles Jay White and 



Brian Melley/AP 


A Kem County official ruled 
Monday that Jason Freeman, 
Charles Manson’s purported 
grandson, can collect Manson’s 
remains from the morgue in 
Bakersfield, Calif. 

later killed himself 

Although some raised questions 
about whether Freeman was really 
Manson’s grandson, Knight deter¬ 
mined he was “the surviving com¬ 
petent adult next of kin.” 

Another purported son, Matthew 
Lentz, who claims he was fathered 
by Manson during a Wisconsin 
orgy, supported Brunner’s petition. 


Activists seek wage boost for tipped workers 



By Deepti Hajela 
AND David Klepper 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — As a waitress, 
Nadine Morsch was used to hav¬ 
ing to force an occasional smile 
for an unpleasant customer. But 
when a man she was serving made 
a reference to grabbing her butt, 
she warned him he better not try. 
And he made her pay. 

For the rest of the hour he was 
in the diner, she says, he was 
“mnning me around as much as 
possible.” 

Morsch says she tolerated him, 
because she needed a good tip. 

Experiences hke that are one 
reason activists are invoking the 
#MeToo movement in the push for 
more states to adopt higher mini¬ 
mum wages for tipped workers. 
They say a wage structure that 
leaves workers dependent on tips 
often forces them to put up with 
harassing and abusive behavior 
from their customers or risk not 
being paid. 

The effort has been around for 
years but has taken on new mo¬ 
mentum lately with the increased 
reckoning and awareness of 
sexual misconduct. Democratic 
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
has called for public hearings; 
there’s a June ballot question in 
Washington, D.C., and an effort is 
underway to get the issue on the 
statewide ballot in Michigan. 

A higher base wage, advocates 
say, could free tipped workers 
from the fear of speaking out. 

“I wouldn’t have needed to 
feel like my entire life was in his 
power,” said Morsch, who now 


works at a pub in Rochester, N.Y 

According to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, there are about 2 
million people working as restau¬ 
rant servers in the United States, 
about 70 percent of them women. 

Currently, the federal govern¬ 
ment allows workers who get 
tipped, such as servers and bar¬ 
tenders, to be paid as little as $2.13 
per hour if they make at least $7.25 
per hour with tips included. 


No state is talking about ending 
the practice of tipping. But seven 
states — Alaska, California, Min¬ 
nesota, Nevada, Oregon, Washing¬ 
ton and Wisconsin—mandate that 
tipped workers be paid at least the 
same minimum wage as everyone 
else. Another 26 states require 
employers to pay tipped workers 
a wage at least a little higher than 
the federal minimum. 

Restaurant Opportunities Cen¬ 


ters United, an advocacy group, 
says it has found that service em¬ 
ployees in the states that require 
the same minimum wage for ev¬ 
eryone, even tipped workers, re¬ 
ported lower levels of harassment 
than states that did not. 

“This is about the power imbal¬ 
ance that women face on the job,” 
said Restaurant Opportunities 
Centers United co-founder Saru 
Jayaraman. 


Bus carrying 
high school 
band plunges 
into ravine 

Associated Press 

LOXLEY, Ala. — A bus carry¬ 
ing Texas high school band mem¬ 
bers home from a spring break 
trip to Disney World plunged into 
a ravine before dawn Tuesday in 
Alabama, killing one person and 
injuring many others. 

First responders used ropes 
to rappel down a 50-foot ravine 
in the middle of Interstate 10 to 
reach them, and then use equip¬ 
ment to cut out the victims, said 
Baldwin County Sheriff Huey 
Hoss Mack, who confirmed the 
fatality. 

About 45 people were on board, 
and all of them were brought to 10 
hospitals in Alabama and Florida, 
either by helicopter or ambu¬ 
lance, he said. 

The bus entered the median 
and then plunged into the ravine 
at about 5:30 a.m., the sheriff said. 
It wasn’t immediately clear why. 

Rescuers used every piece 
of equipment on every truck to 
reach them. Mack said: “This is 
what we call an all-out.” 

An image of the wreckage 
shows the crumpled bus landed 
on its side, far below the pave¬ 
ment. The interstate was closed 
down in both directions as the 
injured were flown to hospitals 
including emergency rooms in 
Mobile and Pensacola, Fla., plus a 
free-standing emergency room in 
rural Baldwin County, said Chris 
Elliott, a Baldwin County com¬ 
missioner who helped out at the 
county emergency management 
center following the crash. 

Channelview Independent 
School District spokesman Mark 
Kramer confirmed that the char¬ 
ter bus was carrying Channelview 
High School band members. 

An official with the bus char¬ 
ter company. First Class Tours of 
Houston, said the company was 
working on a statement. 


Fla. shop offers tattoos 
for school donations 

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. — A 
tattoo shop raised money for the 
Florida high school where 17 peo¬ 
ple died in a mass shooting by of¬ 
fering free tattoos in exchange for 
donations. 

Shop owner Chris Blinston 
said he and other artists began 
working extra hours at No Hard 
Feelings shortly after the Feb. 14 
shooting in nearby Parkland. On 
Sunday, they planned to do at least 
350 free tattoos with a goal of rais¬ 
ing $10,000 to support victims. 
Designs included “MSD Strong” 
and “Never Again.” 

Blinston told the Sun Sentinel 
that artists donated their time for 
the event. 

One of those getting a tattoo was 
Steven Porter, 38, who graduated 
from Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in 1998. His tattoo was 
the school’s mascot with the words 
“always an eagle” underneath. 

From The Associated Press 
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Immigrants sue over end to protected status 


By Sudhin Thanawala 
AND Amy Taxin 
Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO — The 
Trump administration’s decision 
to end a program that lets immi¬ 
grants from four countries live 
and work legally in the U.S. was 
motivated by racism and leaves 
the immigrants’ American bom 
children with an “impossible 
choice,” according to a federal 
lawsuit filed on Monday. 

Nine immigrants and five chil¬ 
dren filed the suit in federal court 
in San Francisco to reinstate 
temporary protected status for 


people from El Salvador, Haiti, 
Nicaragua and Sudan. 

The status is granted to coun¬ 
tries ravaged by natural disasters 
or war. It lets citizens of those 
countries remain in the U.S. 
until the situation improves back 
home. 

The lawsuit — at least the third 
challenging the administration’s 
decision to end temporary pro¬ 
tected status — cites President 
Donald Trump’s vulgar language 
during a meeting in January to 
describe African countries. 

“They did it because of xe¬ 
nophobia, and we need to make 
sure that we say it loudly so that 


everyone knows,” said Martha 
Arevalo, executive director of the 
immigrant advocacy group. Cen¬ 
tral American Resource Center. 

Arevalo spoke at a rally to an¬ 
nounce the lawsuit outside the 
federal courthouse in San Fran¬ 
cisco that was attended by some 
of the plaintiffs and dozens of 
demonstrators, some carrying 
signs that read, “Let Our People 
Stay.” 

The lawsuit names the U.S. De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
as a defendant. The department 
declined to comment on pending 
litigation. 

More than 200,000 immigrants 


could face deportation because 
of the change in policy, and they 
have more than 200,000 Ameri¬ 
can children who risk being 
uprooted from their communi¬ 
ties and schools, according to 
plaintiffs in the case filed by the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
of Southern California and other 
immigrant advocates. 

The children face the “impossi¬ 
ble choice” of leaving their coun¬ 
try with their parents or staying 
without them, according to the 
suit. 

“These American children 
should not have to choose between 
their country and their family,” 


Ahilan Arulanantham, advocacy 
and legal director of the ACLU 
of Southern California, said in a 
statement. 

It’s the latest lawsuit filed 
against the Trump administra¬ 
tion over its crackdown on immi¬ 
gration. A case filed last month 
by Haitian and Salvadoran im¬ 
migrants in Massachusetts also 
alleges the decision to end tempo¬ 
rary protected status was racially 
motivated. The NAACP has filed 
a separate lawsuit in Maryland 
on behalf of Haitian immigrants 
who received temporary protect¬ 
ed status. 



A person walks dogs on Marginal Street in Boston on Tuesday. Boston 
finds itself in the bull’s-eye of the third nor’easter in two weeks. 

Blizzard conditions on 
Mass, coast as region 
hit with 3rd nor’easter 


Magazine admits 
past racist coverage 


Associated Press 

BOSTON — A nor’easter that 
could deliver up to 2 feet of snow to 
some areas socked New England 
on Tuesday, bringing blizzard con¬ 
ditions to parts of coastal Massa¬ 
chusetts, covering highways with 
snow and knocking out power to 
tens of thousands. 

The National Weather Service 
issued a blizzard warning for the 
entire coast of Maine, New Hamp¬ 
shire and most of Massachusetts. 
The rest of New England was 
under a winter storm warning, and 
a winter weather advisory blanket¬ 
ed most of New York and portions 
of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia and North Carolina. 

Wind gusts of nearly 70 mph were 
reported on Cape Cod in the early 
stages of the storm. Meteorologists 
said Tuesday morning that auto¬ 
mated observing sites in Hyannis, 
Falmouth and Plymouth recorded 
three consecutive hours of blizzard 
conditions despite some missing 
observations due to a power loss. 

Although the latest storm was 
not expected to bring as many 
power outages as a nor’easter last 
week because the snow is lighter 
and fluffier, more than 150,000 
customers in Massachusetts lost 
power by late Tuesday morning. 

The storm was expected to last 
through most of Tuesday, disrupt¬ 


ing road and air travel. 

The flight-tracking site FlightA- 
ware reported more than 1,300 
canceled flights within, into or out 
of the U.S. on Tuesday. Amtrak 
suspended all service Tuesday 
from Boston to New York’s Penn 
Station. 

In Rhode Island, the storm closed 
schools and businesses across the 
state, knocked out power and made 
driving treacherous. Gov. Gina 
Raimondo urged residents to stay 
off the roads and let the plows and 
work crews do their jobs. 

In New Hampshire, as much 
as 14 inches of snow is forecast, 
and the storm is wreaking havoc 
with the age-old town meeting 
tradition. 

More than a foot of snow was ex¬ 
pected in parts of Connecticut. 

Maine braced for a hard hit. The 
Portland International Jetport has 
had 75.5 inches of snow, far above 
the normal for the date of 51.8 
inches. Another 12 to 18 inches is 
expected, said James Brown, of the 
National Weather Service. 

“We’re not out of winter yet, 
that’s for sure,” Paul Knight, of 
Portland, said as snow accumulat¬ 
ed on his eyebrows during a stroll. 
“The groundhog was right. Six 
more weeks of winter, and prob¬ 
ably then some.” 


By Jesse J. Holland 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — National 
Geographic acknowledged Mon¬ 
day that it covered the world 
through a racist lens for genera¬ 
tions, with its magazine portray¬ 
als of bare-breasted women and 
naive brown-skinned tribesmen 
as savage, unsophisticated and 
unintelligent. 

“We had to own our story to 
move beyond it,” editor-in-chief 
Susan Goldberg told The Associ¬ 
ated Press in an interview about 
the yellow-bordered magazine’s 
April issue, which is devoted to 
race. 

National Geographic first pub¬ 
lished its magazine in 1888. An in¬ 
vestigation conducted last fall by 
University of Virginia photogra¬ 
phy historian John Edwin Mason 
showed that until the 1970s, it 
virtually ignored people of color 
in the United States who were not 
domestics or laborers, and it re¬ 
inforced repeatedly the idea that 
people of color from foreign lands 


were “exotics, famously and fre¬ 
quently unclothed, happy hunt¬ 
ers, noble savages — every type 
of cliche.” 

For example, in a 1916 article 
about Australia, the caption on a 
photo of two Aboriginal people 
read: “South Australian Black- 
fellows: These savages rank low¬ 
est in intelligence of all human 
beings.” 

In National Geographic’s April 
issue, Goldberg, who identified 
herself as National Geographic’s 
first woman and first Jewish edi¬ 
tor, wrote a letter titled “For De¬ 
cades, Our Coverage Was Racist. 
To Rise Above Our Past, We Must 
Acknowledge It.” 

National Geographic, whichnow 
reaches 30 million people around 
the world, was the way that many 
Americans first learned about 
the rest of the world, said profes¬ 
sor Samir Husni, who heads the 
Magazine Innovation Center at 
the University of Mississippi’s 
journalism school. 

Making sure that kind of cover¬ 
age never happens again should be 



National Geocraphic/AP 

The cover of the April 2018 
issue of National Geographic 
magazine, a singie topic issue 
on the subject of race. 

paramount, Husni said. “Trying 
to integrate the magazine media 
with more hiring of diverse writ¬ 
ers and minorities in the maga¬ 
zine field is how we apologize for 
the past,” Husni said. 

Goldberg said she is doing just 
that, adding that in the past, the 
magazine has done a better job at 
gender diversity than racial and 
ethnic diversity. 


2 fertility clinics address storage failure 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Two fertility clinics across the 
country from each other experienced equipment fail¬ 
ures on the same day that may have damaged hun¬ 
dreds of frozen eggs and embryos, something that 
a fertility expert called a stunning coincidence and 
that is already producing lawsuits from crestfallen 
couples. 

Lawyers for Amber and Elliott Ash, of the Cleve¬ 
land suburb of Bay Village, and an unidentified Penn¬ 
sylvania couple have sued University Hospitals after 
its fertility clinic in suburban Cleveland discovered a 
storage tank malfunction March 4 and said last week 
that as many as 2,000 frozen eggs and embryos may 
have been damaged. 

The lawsuits come as a San Francisco fertility clin¬ 
ic said thousands of frozen eggs and embryos may 
have been damaged in a liquid nitrogen failure in a 
storage tank on the same day. 

Lawyers for the couples who went to the Ohio clinic 
are seeking class action status, which would require 
approval from a judge. The Ashes said they stored 
two embryos at a University Hospitals fertility clinic 
in suburban Cleveland after Elliott’s cancer diagno¬ 


sis in 2003. They said they were told over the week¬ 
end that their embryos are no longer viable. 

University Hospitals officials said that they are 
determined to help the patients who lost eggs and 
embryos, and that the lawsuit will not affect an inde¬ 
pendent review. 

Dr. Carl Herbert, president of the Pacific Fertil¬ 
ity Clinic in San Francisco, told ABC News in an in¬ 
terview released Monday that a senior embryologist 
noticed the nitrogen level in one tank was very low 
during a routine check of the tanks March 4. 

That embryologist, Herbert said, “immediately 
rectified” the problem by refilling the tank. The em¬ 
bryos, he said, were later transferred to a new tank. 

The clinic is sending letters to about 500 patients 
“that may have been involved in this tank,” Herbert 
said. It has put in place more failsafe measures to 
prevent a repeat. 

Dr. Kevin Doody, lab director at the Center for As¬ 
sisted Reproduction in Texas and past president of 
the Society for Assisted Reproductive Technology, 
told The Associated Press that the nearly simultane¬ 
ous storage failures are “beyond stunning” but ap¬ 
pear to be “just a bad, bad, bad coincidence.” 
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Japan: North Korea 
must follow through 
on denuclearization 



Photos by Adel Hana/AP 


Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdaliah, center left, is surrounded by bodyguards as he arrives 
Tuesday for the opening ceremony of a sewage plant project in the northern Gaza Strip. An expiosion 
occurred Tuesday as the prime minister’s convoy entered Gaza through the Erez crossing with Israel. 

Explosion strikes Palestinian 
prime minister’s convoy in Gaza 



A damaged vehicle is removed from the site of the explosion. 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe met with 
South Korea’s intelligence chief 
on Tuesday, and said that while he 
welcomes any dialogue with North 
Korea regarding the country’s 
denuclearization, the North must 
take real steps toward that goal. 

“I believe it is extremely impor¬ 
tant that North Korea takes con¬ 
crete actions to achieve what it has 
said,” Abe said at the beginning 
of talks with South Korean intel¬ 
ligence chief Suh Hoon. 

President Donald Trump has 
agreed to meet North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un by May, and 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in is set to meet Kim in late 
April. 

Suh was in Tokyo to brief Japa¬ 
nese officials on developments. He 
was part of a South Korean dele¬ 
gation that met Kim in Pyongyang 
last week. Another senior member 
of the delegation has briefed Chi¬ 
nese officials in Beijing. 

“I think it was very meaning¬ 
ful that Workers Party of Korea 
Chairman Kim Jong Un ex¬ 
pressed his intentions toward de¬ 
nuclearization in his own words,” 
Suh said. He said he hoped to 
convey Moon’s message that co¬ 
operation between the two coun¬ 
tries is crucial to push forward a 
move toward peace on the Korean 
Peninsula. 


Associated Press 

LONDON — Russia will only 
cooperate with Britain on the 
investigation into last week’s poi¬ 
soning of an ex-Russian spy and 
his daughter if it receives samples 
of the nerve agent that is believed 
to have been used, Russia’s for¬ 
eign minister said Tuesday. 

Sergey Lavrov spoke in re¬ 
sponse to the British government’s 
demand for an explanation of the 
use of a military-grade nerve 
agent produced in Russia in the 
attack in the English city of Salis¬ 
bury, which left Sergei Skripal, 
66, and his daughter Yulia, 33, in 
critical condition. 

Lavrov told reporters on Tues¬ 
day Moscow’s requests to see 
samples of the nerve agent have 
been turned down, which he 
called a violation of the Chemi¬ 
cal Weapons Convention, which 
outlaws the production of chemi¬ 
cal weapons. He insisted that 
Russia is “not to blame” for the 
poisoning. 

He said Moscow is willing to 
cooperate with the probe but 
suggested that London would be 
“better off” complying with its 


I believe it is extremely 
important that North 
Korea takes concrete 
actions to achieve what it 
has said. ^ 

Shinzo Abe 

Japanese prime minister 


On Monday, Japanese Foreign 
Minister Taro Kono, after meet¬ 
ing with Suh, credited recent 
changes in North Korea’s position 
to increased pressure by the inter¬ 
national community, and said the 
pressure must continue until the 
North fulfills its promises with 
concrete actions. 

In Beijing on Monday, South 
Korea’s national security direc¬ 
tor, Chung Eui-yong, met with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping and 
praised his role in contributing to 
the recent positive changes on the 
Korean Peninsula. Xi told Chung 
the peninsula was “facing an im¬ 
portant opportunity of mitigation 
and dialogue,” according to Chi¬ 
nese state broadcaster CCTV. 

North Korea’s foreign trade, 
more than 90 percent of which 
passes through China, has taken a 
hit since Beijing agreed to increas¬ 
ingly harsh U.N. Security Council 
resolutions aimed at pressuring 
the North into ceasing its nuclear 
and missile tests and rejoining de¬ 
nuclearization talks. 


international obligations “before 
putting forward ultimatums.” 

It was not immediately clear if 
Lavrov’s comments constituted 
Russia’s official response to Brit¬ 
ain’s demand for an explanation 
of the poisoning by the midnight 
Tuesday deadline. 

Russian news agencies report¬ 
ed that the Foreign Ministry on 
Tuesday summoned the British 
ambassador in Moscow over the 
poisoning. 

British Prime Minister There¬ 
sa May has said Russia’s involve¬ 
ment is “highly likely.” Officials 
said Tuesday May is reviewing a 
range of economic and diplomatic 
measures in retaliation for the as¬ 
sault with a military-grade nerve 
agent. 

May’s conclusion, based on as¬ 
sessment from the police and in¬ 
telligence services, is leading to 
a mqjor confrontation between 
Britain and Russia, which has 
taken an increasingly aggressive 
posture toward Europe in recent 
years. 

The prime minister says Rus¬ 
sia has until the end of Tuesday to 
explain its actions in the case. 


By Fares Akram 

Associated Press 

JABALIYA, Gaza Strip — An 
explosion struck the convoy of 
the Palestinian prime minister 
on Tuesday as he was making 
a rare visit to Gaza, in what his 
Fatah party called an assassina¬ 
tion attempt it blamed on Gaza 
militants. 

The blast further complicated 
what already is a troubled recon¬ 
ciliation process between Gaza’s 
ruling Hamas militant group and 
the internationally backed Pales¬ 
tinian Authority in the West Bank. 
It also cast a cloud over a meeting 
later Tuesday at the White House, 
where international representa¬ 
tives were to discuss economic 
development and the dire human¬ 
itarian situation in Gaza. 

The explosion went off shortly 
after the convoy entered Gaza 
through the Erez crossing with Is¬ 
rael. Palestinian Prime Minister 
Rami Hamdaliah was unharmed 
and went on to inaugurate a long- 
awaited sewage plant project in 
the northern part of the strip. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility. Some officials 
in the Fatah movement quickly 
blamed rival Hamas for a “cow¬ 
ardly attack,” while others said it 
was too early to say. 

Witnesses said the bomb was 
planted under an electric pole 
on Gaza’s main north-south road 
and went off shortly after Ham- 
dallah’s 20-vehicle convoy had 
entered through the Israeli-con¬ 
trolled crossing. 

“I could not see anything be¬ 
cause smoke and dust filled the 
air. When the smoke cleared, the 
explosion was followed by heavy 
gunfire, apparently from police 
securing the convoy. When the 
dust cleared, I saw people run¬ 
ning everywhere, and police were 


running around,” said a witness 
who declined to be identified be¬ 
cause of security concerns. 

Two vehicles were badly dam¬ 
aged and could not continue while 
at least four others were dam¬ 
aged, with windows or sunroofs 
blown out. One had signs of blood 
on the door. At least two body¬ 
guards were lightly wounded. 

Hamdaliah, who is based in the 
West Bank, arrived in Hamas-run 
Gaza to inaugurate the interna¬ 
tionally funded sewage plant. He 
delivered a speech, and left before 
the ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

“This will not deter from seek¬ 
ing to end the bitter split. We will 
still come to Gaza,” he said. 

Hamas condemned the explo¬ 
sion, calling it a crime and an at¬ 
tempt to “hurt efforts to achieve 
unity and reconciliation.” It prom¬ 
ised an “urgent” investigation. 

In the West Bank, President 
Mahmoud Abbas blamed Hamas 
for the blast. But his security 
chief Mqjed Farrqj, who was in 
the convoy, said it was “too early” 
to say who was responsible. 

The rival factions have been 


trying to reconcile since 2007 
when Hamas seized control of 
Gaza from Fatah forces. The take¬ 
over left the Palestinians with 
two rival governments, Hamas 
in Gaza and the Western-backed 
Palestinian Authority governing 
autonomous enclaves in the Is¬ 
raeli-occupied West Bank. 

Hamdallah’s visit comes amid 
a time of crisis in Gaza. The econ¬ 
omy has been devastated by three 
wars between Hamas and Israel, 
and a decadelong blockade by Is¬ 
rael and Egypt meant to weaken 
the militant group. 

Amid warnings of a loom¬ 
ing humanitarian catastrophe, 
the White House was hosting a 
gathering of international rep¬ 
resentatives Tuesday to discuss 
economic development projects 
and the dire situation. 

Hamas is sworn to Israel’s de¬ 
struction, and the U.S., Israel 
and other Western allies consider 
Hamas a terrorist group. White 
House envoy Jason Greenblatt 
has blamed Hamas for wreaking 
devastation on the territory. 


Russia demands samples 
of nerve agent from Britain 
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Girl Scouts targeted 
during cookie season 

SEATTLE — Sev- 
eral Washington Girl 
Scouts troops have been targets 
of crime during this cookie sale 
season including an attempted 
armed robbery. 

Tacoma police spokeswoman 
Loretta Cool said two men with a 
gun tried to rob Girl Scouts sell¬ 
ing cookies in front of a Tacoma 
store Saturday evening. 

She said the men fled the scene 
without stealing any cookies or 
cash. 

Girl Scout officials say no one 
was harmed. 

Troop leader Dina Dahl said 
her group lost $60 after they were 
given three counterfeit bills. 

An Edmonds troop also lost 
$100 to a counterfeit bill. 

Group wedding set for 
Daytona Bike Week 

PI DAYTONA BEACH — 
r L Looking to get hitched 
during Daytona Bike Week? 
There’s a group wedding event 
for that. 

The Daytona Beach News- 
Journal reported Volusia County 
Clerk of the Circuit Courts Laura 
Roth will don a leather jacket on 
Friday and marry all the biker 
couples who show up. 

Officials remind couples that 
Florida residents must apply for 
a marriage license at least three 
days in advance. But if you’re 
from out of state, no worries. 
You and your spouse-to-be can 
get your marriage license on the 
same day as the wedding. 

Man rescued from mud 
after trench collapses 

nA NORTH FRANKLIN 
— Authorities rescued 
a man who was trapped in chest- 
high mud for several hours after a 
trench he was digging at a Penn¬ 
sylvania home collapsed. 

The man was digging a French 
drain at a North Franklin home 
Sunday and was facing an exte¬ 
rior wall of the home when the 
trench collapsed. 

Emergency crews soon re¬ 
sponded and eventually were 
able to free the man, who was 
conscious and could talk. 

The cause of the collapse re¬ 
mains under investigation. 

Collector donates blimp 
memorabilia to college 

^ U AKRON — An airship 
aficionado’s memora¬ 
bilia collection documenting the 
history of lighter-than-air flight is 
headed to the hometown of Good¬ 
year Tire & Rubber Co. and birth¬ 
place of its iconic blimps. 

The University of Akron is ac¬ 
cepting 100 boxes of rare toys, 
books, photos and videos from 
New York City resident Alan 
Gross, who bills himself as “Air¬ 
ship Al.” 

The collection includes relics 
from the height of the airship age 
and miniature versions of Good¬ 
year blimps. 

The university maintains his¬ 
torical archives of local industries 
to include lighter-than-air flight. 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ gm H m The amount of a scholarship Texas Southern University awarded to a server at a Houston- 

T AK area diner after details of her act of kindness — cutting an elderly customer’s food — spread 

B M B online. EvonI Williams, left, 18, works at a Waffle House in La Marque and has been saving 

" money for college. Another customer, Laura Wolf, overheard a struggling elderly patron, who 
uses oxygen, say he had trouble with his hands and couldn’t cut the ham on his plate. Wolf 
snapped a photo as Williams cut the man’s food, and then posted it on Facebook. Williams plans to study business. 



Up in smoke 

Above: The 28-story Capital 
Plaza Tower, the tallest 
building in Kentucky’s capital 
city, falls during a controlled 
demolition in Frankfort, Ky., 
on Sunday. Right: Smoke 
rises as the building falls. 
Built in 1972, the former 
state government office 
building was demolished to 
make way for a new five- 
story building and parking 
garage. 

Photos by Adam Beaivi/AP 



State roadway named 
for fallen Navy SEAL 

11 CHILLICOTHE — A 
I L roadway in the central Il¬ 
linois city of Chillicothe has been 
named in honor of a Navy SEAL 
killed in action last year. 

The (Peoria) Journal Star re¬ 
ported that state lawmakers last 
week officially designated Illinois 
Route 29 as the Senior Chief Petty 
Officer William “Ryan” Owens 
Memorial Highway. Owens died 
last January while on a mission at 
an al-Qaida compound in Yemen. 


He was the first known U.S. com¬ 
bat casualty of Donald Trump’s 
presidency. 

Signs are to be posted later 
this year to mark the honorary 
roadway. 

Owens was a 1998 graduate 
of Illinois Valley Central High 
School in Chillicothe. 

Museum renovates 1943 
World War II fire truck 

I A NEW ORLEANS—The 
National World War II 
Museum is taking apart a fire en¬ 


gine made for the military home 
front in 1943, and expects to have 
it rolling and ready for display in 
two or three years. 

The Ford-American LaFrance 
fire truck was donated in 2009 by 
an Alabama man who’d been told 
to either get it fixed and running 
or get it out of his yard. 

It’s currently a weathered red, 
but restoration manager Tom 
Czekanski said it will be repaint¬ 
ed olive drab. He said that’s the 
color all U.S. military fire trucks 
were painted after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, because the red 
fire trucks were bombed first. 



Casino wants to break 
record for vow renewals 

ly Y NIAGARA FALLS — 
1 Niagara Falls is invit¬ 
ing married couples to re-tie the 
knot in a place already known as 
a honeymoon hotspot. 

City promoters are putting to¬ 
gether a Guinness World Records 
attempt at the largest marriage 
vow renewal ceremony. Couples 
are asked to register online for 
the June 23 event. 

The current record stands at 
1,201 couples set by Western 
Michigan University in 2016. 

The Seneca Niagara Resort & 
Casino is organizing the event 
with help from the region’s tour¬ 
ism agencies and will host a 
reception. 

Niagara Falls is known to many 
as the “honeymoon capital of the 
world.” 

Woman slips out of 
handcuffs, bites deputy 

PI TAMPA — Authorities 
r L say a Florida woman 
slipped out of her handcuffs and 
bit a deputy on the leg. 

Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
deputies were arresting Alex¬ 
ander Roque, 19, for grand theft 
inside a food store this week. As 
they tried to handcuff him, au¬ 
thorities say Ellen Pride tried to 
reach her hand in his pocket. It’s 
unclear what their relationship is 
or what she was looking for. 

The Tampa Bay Times re¬ 
ported Pride became combative, 
wriggled out of her handcuffs and 
bit the deputy through his uni¬ 
form pants, breaking the skin. 

Deputies say Roque was placed 
in leg shackles and kicked the 
door of the patrol car so hard that 
it bowed away from the frame. He 
also allegedly threatened to fight 
and kill the officers. 

Both face charges of resisting 
officers with violence and battery 
on law enforcement officers. 

Missing skier makes 
his own way home 

WT BOLTON — A skier 
w I who went missing over 
the weekend in Vermont walked 
out of the woods to safety. 

Vermont Search and Rescue 
officials said David Siegel, 28, 
went backcountry skiing Friday 
at Bolton Valley in Richmond, 
and was reported missing Sat¬ 
urday. WCAX-TV reported after 
two hours of searching, authori¬ 
ties received an unexpected call 
— informing them that Siegel 
was able to find his way out of the 
woods and into nearby Bolton. 

Siegel told police he spent an 
uncomfortable night on Ricker 
Mountain after building a fire. 
Siegel says he was able to find a 
local hunter and call 911. 

From wire reports 
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Reggie Watts, left, and John Tejada are releasing a debut album as Wajatta on May 11. 

Watts + Tejada = 

wnfnttn 


Designer Givenchy dies 


Associated Press 

Givenchy, designer of Hep¬ 
burn’s little black dress, has died 

French couturier Hubert de 
Givenchy, a pioneer of ready-to- 
wear who designed Audrey Hep¬ 
burn’s little black 
dress in “Break¬ 
fast at Tiffany’s,” 
has died at 91. 

The house of 
Givenchy paid 
homage to its 
founder in a state¬ 
ment as “a m^or 
personality of the 
world of French 
haute couture 
and a gentleman who symbolized 
Parisian chic and elegance for 
more than half a century.” 

“He revolutionized interna¬ 
tional fashion with the timelessly 
stylish looks he created for Au¬ 
drey Hepburn, his great friend 
and muse for over 40 years,” the 
house of Givenchy said. “His 
work remains as relevant today 
as it was then.” 

Along with Christian Dior, Yves 
Saint Laurent and mentor Cris¬ 
tobal Balenciaga, Givenchy was 
part of the elite cadre of Paris- 
based designers who redefined 
fashion after World War II. 

A towering man of elegance 
and impeccable manners, he 
forged close friendships with his 
famous clients, from Hollywood 
screen sirens of the likes of Eliza¬ 
beth Taylor and Lauren Bacall to 
women of state, including Jackie 
Kennedy and Princess Grace of 
Monaco. 

Born into an aristocratic French 
family in 1927, Givenchy struck 
out for Paris in his late teens. 

Couturier Jacques Fath hired 
Givenchy on the strength of his 
sketches. He spent two years 
learning the basics of fashion 
design. After apprenticing with 
other top names, Givenchy found¬ 
ed his own house in 1952. 

His debut collection ushered in 
the concept of separates — tops 
and bottoms that could be mixed 
and matched, as opposed to head- 
to-toe looks that were the norm 
among Paris couture purveyors. 


Jay-Z and Beyonce 
announce summer tour 

Jay-Z and Beyonce have an¬ 
nounced they’ll hit the road to¬ 
gether this summer and fall for a 
stadium tour. 

The hip-hop super couple will 
kick off their “On the Run 11” tour 
June 6 in Cardiff, Wales. The tour 
will hit 15 cities across the United 
Kingdom and Europe and 21 cit¬ 
ies in North America, including 
Boston, Detroit, New Orleans, 
Houston, Los Angeles, Atlanta 
and Miami. 

Tickets go on sale to the general 
public starting March 19. 

The tour is a reprise of the cou¬ 
ple’s joint 2014 six-week “On the 
Run” tour across North America 
and two dates in Paris, which 
were filmed for an HBO special. 
This time the tour will end Oct. 2 
in Vancouver. 

Other news 

■ The revamped “American 
Idol” had a strong debut on ABC, 
reaching more than 10 million 
viewers. The Nielsen company 
said it represented ABC’s biggest 
Sunday night audience with regu¬ 
lar series programming since 
2012. 

■ The English-language edi¬ 
tion of Pope Francis’ latest book 

— “A Future of Faith: The Path of 
Change in Politics and Society” 

— will be published Aug. 7 in the 
US. and the UK. “A Future of 
Faith” is based on 12 talks Pope 
Francis had with Dominique 
Wolton, a French sociologist. In 
the book, published last fall. Pope 
Francis discusses views on ev¬ 
erything from divorce to ecology. 

■ Rock musician Bertrand 
Cantat, who was convicted of kill¬ 
ing his actress girlfriend 15 years 
ago, has pulled out of the festivals 
he was scheduled to appear in this 
summer amid a growing wave of 
protests. 

■ Former rapper Craig Mack, 
best known for the platinum 1994 
hit “Flava in Ya Ear,” died Mon¬ 
day in South Carolina of heart 
failure. He was 46. 


I 



Givenchy 


Duo to release debut collaboration in May 


Griffin plans comeback with comedy gigs 


By Randall Roberts 

Los Angeles Times 

Los Angeles techno producer John Tejada 
and chameleon Reggie Watts, who also happens 
to be a successful comedian and bandleader 
for “The Late Late Show with James Corden,” 
have furthered their musical partnership by 
announcing the release of their debut album as 
Wqjatta. 

“Casual High Technology,” a 12-track double 
LP and digital release, is set to arrive May 11 
and comes after the team issued a teaser called 
“Runnin”’ a few months ago. 

On paper, it’s an unlikely pairing. For the last 
two decades, the Austrian-born, L.A.-based 
Tejada has been crafting synthetic minimal 
techno and house tracks for respected inter¬ 
national imprints including Cocoon, Pokerflat, 
Tigersushi, Plug Research, 7th City and his 
own Palette label. Since 2011, he has also been 
releasing records for German minimal techno 
label Kompakt. 

Tejada’s work is designed to lift dance floors, 
and he does so artfully. That said, there’s noth¬ 
ing funny about his music. 


Watts is much better known. The musical 
comedian has carved out his own wild niche, 
using his multi-octave voice, in communion 
with looping devices, to build improvised skits 
and bits. He’s also a big house and techno fan 
who digs Tejada’s tracks, and he has secretly 
harbored a desire to go full diva. 

The two clicked in Tejada’s studio and is¬ 
sued “Runnin,”’ the first of a dozen tracks on 
“Casual High Technology.” The full-length by 
W^atta (pronounced “wa-HA-ta”) is coming 
out on Comedy Dynamics, so one could call this 
a comedy album, but Tejada’s beats and Watts’ 
enthusiastic delivery make the humor glisten 
like light refracted off disco balls. 

For “Let Me Come to Your Party,” Watts in¬ 
habits the mind of a suave gangsta who, when 
he hits the exuberant chorus, repeatedly sings, 
“Let me come to your party,” before adding, 
“Let me show you how it’s done.” 

On “Make Some Sense,” Tejada builds a Chi¬ 
cago house-inspired pedestal upon which Watts 
scats in various octaves. “Red and the Blue” is 
a cavernous techno jam crafted to be cranked at 
the exclusive Berlin club Berghain. 


Comedian Kathy Griffin is em¬ 
barking on her comeback, some 
nine months after she provoked 
outrage — and lost much of her 
work — by posing with a fake 
severed head 
that appeared to 
depict President 
Donald Trump. 

Griffin an¬ 
nounced on 
HBO’s “Real 
Time with Bill 
Maher” onMarch 
9 that she had just 
booked upcom¬ 
ing shows at New York’s Carnegie 
Hall and at Washington’s Ken¬ 
nedy Center — “Trump’s back¬ 
yard,” she called it. 

“I’m dipping my toes into tour¬ 
ing again,” Griffin said. 

Griffin’s appearance on Ma¬ 
her’s show — and what she called 
her “small victorious announce¬ 
ment” — appeared to mark the 
beginning of her comeback after 


the backlash over the offending 
photo last May badly hurt her 
ability to work. 

Unable to tour in the United 
States, Griffin went overseas, 
performing in 23 cities in 15 
countries, she said. 

Griffin thanked Maher for 
being one of the only celebri¬ 
ties who publicly supported her 
during the ordeal. Introducing 
Griffin, Maher told the audience 
that “she is a good American who 
loves her country and should be 
able to work in it.” 

Initially, Griffin apologized for 
the photo that appeared last May, 
taken by photographer Tyler 
Shields. But she later said she was 
no longer sorry, because the reac¬ 
tion had gotten so out of hand. 

Referring to the desire of some 
Trump supporters to “decimate” 
her, she raised her arms defi¬ 
antly and exclaimed, “I’m not 
decimated!” 

From The Associated Press 



Griffin 
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Trump blocks Broadcom 
takeover bid for Qualcomm 


By Michael Liedtke 
AND Zeke Miller 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump 
blocked Singapore chipmaker Broadcom from pur¬ 
suing a hostile takeover of U.S. rival Qualcomm, 
ruling the proposed combination would imperil na¬ 
tional security. 

The decision, announced late Monday, abruptly 
ends Broadcom’s four-month, $117 billion bid to buy 
Qualcomm — a deal that would have been the larg¬ 
est ever completed in the technology industry. 

In a statement, Broadcom said it “strongly dis¬ 
agrees” that the acquisition raises any national- 
security concerns. Qualcomm did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment. 

Trump’s order gives Broadcom few options other 
than to drop its bid, said Macquarie Securities ana¬ 
lyst Srinivas P^juri. 

Broadcom faced challenges almost from the start 
of its quest. Qualcomm quickly spurned its unsolic¬ 
ited suitor and continued to resist even after Broad¬ 
com raised its original offer from $103 billion. 

Broadcom’s Singapore connections complicated 
matters, even though the company maintained its 
physical headquarters in Silicon Valley and virtu¬ 
ally all of its shareholders are in the U.S. 

The Trump administration nevertheless balked at 
the prospect of a prominent U.S. chipmaker being 
owned by a foreign company, particularly at a time 
countries around the world are gearing up to build 
ultra-fast “5G” mobile networks that could tip the 
balance of power in technology. 

Although its name isn’t widely known outside the 
technology industry, Qualcomm is one of the world’s 
leading makers of the processors that power many 
smartphones and other mobile devices. Qualcomm 
also owns patents on key pieces of mobile technol¬ 
ogy that Apple and other manufacturers rely upon 
in their products. 

Qualcomm is fending off allegations in complaints 
filed by Apple and government regulators around 
the world that it has abused the power of its mobile 
patents to throttle competition and charge excessive 
royalties for its technology. 

Broadcom CEO Hock Tan had seized on Qual- 



Evan Vucci/AP 


Broadcom CEO Hock Tan speaks during a Nov. 2 
White House event. It was announced Monday that 
President Donald Trump is blocking Broadcom from 
pursuing a hostile takeover of U.S. rival Qualcomm. 

comm’s legal headaches in his attempt to persuade 
the U.S. government to keep the deal alive. “Qual¬ 
comm faces a number of challenges that hamper its 
role in developing 5G,” Tan wrote in a letter sent to 
Congress last week. Unlike Qualcomm, Tan said, 
Broadcom financed its innovation through “lawful 
practices.” 

Trump decided to squelch Broadcom’s bid on the 
recommendation of the Committee on Foreign In¬ 
vestment in the United States, which reviews for¬ 
eign purchases of U.S. entities. 

The decision didn’t come as a surprise. Earlier 
this month, the committee branded the proposed 
deal a potential security risk that could hobble the 
U.S.’s ability to make the smooth and quick transi¬ 
tion to 5G. 


Bill lessens mortgage 
disclosures by banks 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Buried 
within new Senate legislation to 
roll back restraints on banks is a 
provision that would exempt an 
estimated 85 percent of all U.S. 
banks and credit unions from 
public reporting requirements, 
raising fears that discrimina¬ 
tory practices by lenders could go 
undetected. 

The data that would be exempt 
from reporting includes the finan¬ 
cial information of borrowers and 
loan applicants, along with their 
race and sex. 

Some Democratic lawmakers, 
community activists and low-in¬ 
come-housing advocates have 
raised the alarm over the pros¬ 
pect of diminished mortgage dis¬ 
closures by banks. Removing the 
spotlight, they say, could allow 
lenders to unfairly deny loans or 
charge excessive interest and es¬ 
cape notice. 

The overall bill would alter key 
elements of the Dodd-Frank law 
enacted to prevent a repeat of the 
financial crisis 10 years ago that 
brought the U.S. economy to the 
brink of collapse. A final vote is 
expected this week. Prospects in 
the GOP-dominated House are 
unclear. 


MARKET WATCH 


March 12, 2018 

Dow Jones -157.13 

industrials 25,178.61 

Nasdaq 27.51 

composite 7,588.32 


At the Senate bill’s core is an in¬ 
crease to $250 billion in the level of 
assets at which banks are deemed 
so big and plugged into the finan¬ 
cial system that their failure could 
bring severe disruption. 

Less central to the bill is the data 
provision. It would exempt banks 
and credit unions from reporting 
requirements if they issue fewer 
than 500 home mortgage loans a 
year. That’s an estimated 85 per¬ 
cent of U.S. banks, according to 
data from the federal Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 14). 

Dollar buys (March 14). 

British pound (March 14). 

Japanese yen (March 14). 

South Korean won (March 14).... 


.$1.2703 

.€0.7872 

.$1.43 

...104.00 

1,039.00 


.0.3770 

.$1.3961 

. 1.2845 

6 3237 
6 0221 

. 17.6103 

... $1.2368/8085 

.7.8391 

.251.89 

.3.4335 

106 92 


... 3.7507 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

China (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan (Yen). 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc. 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira). 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


. 1,064.68 

.0.9449 

.31.22 

... 3.8623 


Standard & -3.55 

Poor’s 500 2,783.02 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.67 

30-year bond.3.13 
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OPINION 

Serious mental illness, violence linked 


We can help stop future Parklands by focusing our 
spending on those who need help the most and are 
most likely to become dangerous without that help. 


By DJ Jaffe 
Special to The Washington Post 

N ikolas Cruz, the 19-year-old 
who is charged in the shooting 
rampage that claimed 17 lives 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Fla., last month, 
was sick. His family knew it. His neighbors 
knew it. Local law enforcement and men¬ 
tal-health professionals knew it. 

Yet, like so many tragedies involving the 
seriously mentally ill, no one was able to 
prevent the rampage. Why? 

As the family member of someone with 
serious mental illness, and as someone 
who has spent 30 years helping other fami¬ 
lies with seriously ill members, the answer 
is clear: The system often prevents rela¬ 
tives from getting help for loved ones who 
have serious mental illness until after they 
have become a danger to themselves or 
others. Too often this means after someone 
— often a family member — is injured or 
killed. 

According to an investigative report by 
NPR, Cruz was “the subject of dozens of 
911 calls and at least two separate tips to 
the FBI.” Most of the calls were for threats 
or acts of violence against his family, in¬ 
cluding apparently holding a gun to his 
mother’s and brother’s heads. Cruz’s father 
died in 2004, and his mother died last No¬ 
vember of complications from influenza, 
leaving him with little family support. 

Family members are often caretakers 
for the seriously mentally ill and, as a re¬ 
sult, too often victims of violence. In a 2016 
report by the nonprofit Treatment Advo¬ 
cacy Center, my co-authors and I found 
that serious mental illness — typically 
untreated — is associated with an esti¬ 
mated 29 percent of family homicides and 
7 percent of all homicides. In 2013, these 
fatalities outstripped the number of deaths 
related to meningitis, kidney infection or 
Hodgkin’s disease. 

Yet too often, mental-health advocates 
hide behind the platitude that the mentally 
ill are no more violent than others. That 
may be true for those being properly treat¬ 


ed for their illness, but it is not true for the 
untreated, including those suffering from 
schizophrenia or bipolar disorder. 

We families with seriously ill members 
know that. And we hope that, after the 
Parkland massacre, lawmakers will lis¬ 
ten to us rather than to the mental-health 
industry. 

A m^or problem is that the federal gov¬ 
ernment doles out around $150 billion in 
mental-health funding, but doesn’t require 
programs receiving the funds to serve the 
seriously mentally ill. Instead, the funds 
are often spent to improve “wellness” in 
the general population through yoga class¬ 
es or “mindfulness” training. 

We can help stop future Parklands by 
focusing our spending on those who need 
help the most and are most likely to be¬ 
come dangerous without that help. 

Here are six suggestions that would save 
lives and help families get their mentally 
ill loved ones the treatment they need: 

■ First, increase the number of available 
psychiatric beds by eliminating a Medicaid 
rule that forbids states from using Medic¬ 
aid funds for seriously mentally ill adults 
who need long-term hospitalization. 

■ Second, end the practice of requir¬ 
ing someone to become dangerous before 
their families can intervene to help them. 
We could do that by supplementing the 
standard by which we commit mentally 
ill people to health facilities — presently 
“danger to self or others” — to also include 
“need for treatment,” “grave disability” 
and “lack of capacity.” 

■ Third, pass strong assisted-outpatient 
treatment laws so judges can order the 
most seriously mentally ill people to stay 
in treatment while continuing to live in 
the community. A 2017 Manhattan Insti¬ 
tute report found that assisted-outpatient 


treatment in New York state reduced rates 
of arrests and incarceration by 83 percent 
and 87 percent, respectively. It also led to 
a 77 percent decrease in hospitalization 
and a 74 percent decline in homelessness. 
In 2016, Congress appropriated $20 mil¬ 
lion for this treatment, but much more is 
needed. 

■ Fourth, free parents of mentally ill chil¬ 
dren from the handcuffs of health-privacy 
laws so they can learn what is wrong with 
their kids, as well as help refill prescrip¬ 
tions and facilitate treatment compliance. 

■ Fifth, allow people to take out restrain¬ 
ing orders — known as red-flag orders 
— that would remove guns from mentally 
ill people who threaten themselves or oth¬ 
ers, and prevent them from making future 
firearms-related purchases. Also, prevent 
mentally ill Social Security recipients who 
have representative payees from purchas¬ 
ing and owning guns. 

■ Finally, rein in the Protection and Ad¬ 
vocacy for Individuals with Mental Illness 
program and the Civil Rights of Institu¬ 
tionalized Persons Act division of the Jus¬ 
tice Department. PAIMI defends the right 
of the psychotic to refuse treatment, while 
CRIPA has brought lawsuits against state 
hospitals, resulting in people with serious 
mental illness moving out of these institu¬ 
tions and into community settings. Elimi¬ 
nating those activities would make it easier 
for families to facilitate appropriate care 
for our seriously mentally ill loved ones. 

Denial of the association between seri¬ 
ous mental illness and violence may be po¬ 
litically correct and well-intended. But, too 
often, it ends in tragedies such as the Park¬ 
land shooting — and another scramble for 
answers we already have. 

DJ Jaffe, a Manhattan Institute adjunct fellow, 
is the author of “Insane Consequences; How the 
Mental Health Industry Fails the Mentally III.” 


Help vets start, grow their small businesses 


By Reps. Claudia Tenney 
AND Julia Brownley 
Special to Stars and Stripes 

U .S. servicemembers are among 
our nation’s most highly trained 
leaders, yet many veterans ex¬ 
perience trouble transitioning 
into a post-military career. As Americans, 
we must ensure our veterans have the re¬ 
sources to find success in the private sec¬ 
tor when they come home from serving 
our nation. Our service men and women 
upend their lives to serve our country. It 
is our duty to help them when they return 
to civilian life. Thousands of former ser¬ 
vicemembers transition out of the military 
each year. It must be a national priority 
to provide every opportunity for veterans 
to succeed in whatever career path they 
choose. 

We have both supported legislation to 
help veterans transition from service to ci¬ 
vilian life, including last year’s Harry W. 
Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance 
Act of 2017. This will improve and expand 
the GI Bill, enabling current and future 
veterans to pursue higher education. 

For many veterans, their dream after 
serving is the pride and the freedom of 
owning their own business. Our service 
branches instill leadership, a strong work 
ethic, and a sense of duty to accomplish 
goals under tremendous pressures — all 
skills required to be successful as an entre¬ 


preneur. But for many veterans, starting a 
business from scratch can be daunting. It 
not only requires significant financial in¬ 
vestment, but the likelihood of success can 
be quite steep as the owner is learning how 
to run a business for the first time. 

Veterans programs exist to help veterans 
realize their dream of owning their own 
business. The Small Business Administra¬ 
tion (SBA) offers special lending, training 
and contracting programs to help veterans 
enter the world of business and ensure 
their business is a success. 

Another way to mitigate the risk of own¬ 
ing a small business is by purchasing a 
franchise. Franchises offer training, a 
business model that works, marketing sup¬ 
port, and a supply chain already in place 
that makes it easier for first-time busi¬ 
ness owners to succeed — especially for 
veterans who are accustomed to a chain- 
of-command structure. There are 733,000 
franchise establishments nationwide, and a 
study by PricewaterhouseCoopers showed 
that franchise businesses owned by veter¬ 
ans are more successful than the average 
veteran-owned small business. This is a 
win for the veterans, and for the communi¬ 
ties in which they create jobs and economic 
opportunity. 

While the franchise industry offers nu¬ 
merous resources to help a new business 
owner be successful, they also charge a 
franchise fee in return, which adds to the 
already-large start-up cost of opening a 


new business. That is why we introduced 
the Veteran Entrepreneurs Act. This bi¬ 
partisan legislation would help solve this 
problem by creating a tax credit of up to 25 
percent of initial franchise fees for veterans 
seeking to own a franchise. It also gives the 
veteran the option to pass on that tax credit 
in exchange for a lower franchise fee. 

Small businesses are the lifeblood of 
our economy and our communities, and 
they provide tremendous satisfaction to 
the entrepreneurs who have an idea, take 
a chance, and reap the rewards of calling 
their own shots. Small businesses know the 
needs of their communities best. They cre¬ 
ate jobs and support families in cities and 
towns across America. 

We as a nation have made a promise to 
the heroes who put on the uniform. Small- 
business ownership must be accessible to 
all the men and women who have sacrificed 
on our behalf The Veteran Entrepreneurs 
Act is one idea, among many, that can tear 
down the barriers to help veterans fulfill 
their dream of becoming entrepreneurs. 

Rep. Claudia Tenney, a Republican, represents 
New York’s 22nd Congressional District in the 
U.S. House of Representatives. Her son. Marine 
Corps Capt. Trey Cleary, recently returned 
from deployment in the Middle East. Rep. Julia 
Brownley, a Democrat, represents California’s 
26th Congressional District in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. She serves on the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee and is the ranking 
member of the Veterans’ Affairs subcommittee 
on health. 
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OPINION_ 

N. Korea isn’t the biggest problem in Asia 



Susan Walsh/AP 


After President Donald Trump on Thursday accepted an offer to meet with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, South Korean national security director Chung Eui-yong, 
center, spoke to reporters at the White House. Chung is flanked by intelligence chief 
Suh Hoon, left, and Cho Yoon-je, the South Korean ambassador to the United States. 


By James Stavridis 

Bloomberg View 

N ow that the shock of President 
Donald Trump’s decision to meet 
with North Korean dictator Kim 
Jong Un in May has worn off, 
it’s time to consider the broader strategic 
implications of how the U.S. can best ap¬ 
proach Kim’s lethal regime in particular, 
and Asia in general. 

Let’s start with the tactical: Trump’s re¬ 
markable gamble of essentially “taking a 
meeting” with Kim — seemingly without 
any prior planning or even developing a 
basic agenda — is a fascinating new twist 
on traditional diplomacy. It will certainly 
capture headlines (and take a few away 
from Trump’s alleged paramour, porn star 
Stormy Daniels), but will it really change 
anything? Doubtful. To reverse the old cli¬ 
che of “it’ll get worse before it gets better,” 
the likelihood is that this one will get bet¬ 
ter before it gets worse (again). The funda¬ 
mentals are bad, to say the least. 

The likelihood of Kim ever giving up his 
nuclear weapons approaches negative in¬ 
finity. After all, the reason he is willing to 
slow his program and come to a meeting 
with Trump is not the president’s “fire and 
fury” rhetoric—it is the simple fact that he 
and his scientists have worked hard, spent 
an enormous amount of his country’s limit¬ 
ed resources, and built a boutique nuclear 
capability with demonstrable reach. That 
makes him, like Pinocchio, a “real boy” in 
the world of nuclear powers. He will never 
give that up, especially having watched 
other dictators like Iraq’s Saddam Hus¬ 
sein and Libya’s Moammar Gadhafi topple 
after walking away from their weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Kim’s so-called peace offensive is the 
result of three things: the enormous cost 
of this program relative to his nation’s 
economy; how swiftly he has advanced his 
nuclear program’s technology; and China’s 
willingness to actually enforce some Unit¬ 
ed Nations sanctions that have been largely 
ignored until a few months ago. The Olym¬ 
pics in South Korea provided a convenient 
moment for him to dispatch his sister Kim 


Yo Jong — the “Princess of Pyongyang” 
(Disney movie to follow) — to trot out the 
best-known maneuver in the North Korean 
playbook: come to the table, get everyone 
excited about “peace in our time,” demand 
and receive concessions, and revert to bad 
behavior. 

Still, with all these caveats, we should 
still open talks with North Korea. Anything 
is possible, especially in a dystopian and 
unpredictable (but not irrational) regime 
like North Korea. So let’s have a conversa¬ 
tion, hopefully with a well-briefed, histori¬ 
cally grounded negotiating team backing 
up our poorly briefed and highly mercurial 
president. Tactically, there is little to lose. 
But more importantly, let’s take a strategic 
look at how to play the hand of cards. 

While the U.S. certainly ought to be 
mindful of North Korea’s growing nuclear 
capability and intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, they are in the end a highly tac¬ 


tical and isolated concern. Instead of put¬ 
ting North Korea at the center of our Asian 
agenda, we should step back and consider 
what America’s real interests are in the 
region. North Korea is not the centerpiece 
of our Asia-Pacific strategy. What really 
matters? 

First and most important are the U.S. 
relationships with key allies, partners and 
friends. These range from treaty allies 
whom Washington is sworn to defend — 
Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zea¬ 
land, the Philippines and Thailand — to 
nations with whom it shares very close po¬ 
litical, economic and defense relationships. 
The latter include Singapore and Malaysia, 
and now increasingly India, Vietnam and 
Indonesia. Our most vital interest is ensur¬ 
ing we maintain our principal advantage 
over China and Russia: that network of 
close partners. 

Second, we should recognize that the re¬ 


lationship that truly matters in Asia is that 
between the two dominant Pacific powers: 
China and the U.S. We need a coherent, 
thoughtful, long-term strategic approach 
for dealing with China that encompasses 
— but is not dominated by — the North 
Korean issue. This means listening to our 
partners (especially Japan); playing the 
long game against Chinese demands for 
territorial control of the South China Sea; 
pushing back on Chinese cyber-forays; and 
maintaining a qualitative military edge 
over Beijing. 

Third, in terms of talks, we need to think 
bigger than just the U.S. and North Korea. 
Washington should look to expand the 
South Korean-North Korean dialog from 
a two-party conversation to a legitimate 
four-party engagement: bringing both the 
U.S. and China to the table. Only by pro¬ 
viding security guarantees to both sides 
of the Demilitarized Zone can we hope to 
move forward. And over the longer term, 
getting Japan into the conversation — and 
also perhaps Russia, a legitimate Pacific 
power — may make sense. Six-party talks 
can cover a vastly greater range of issues. 

While we’re at it, one hopes the Trump 
administration will take another look at the 
idea of the Trans-Pacific Partnership, the 
trade agreement between a dozen Pacific 
countries who are moving forward despite 
the U.S. withdrawal from the accord. 

In terms of the May meeting between 
Trump and Kim, we should hope that it 
follows the fundamental dictate of the Hip¬ 
pocratic Oath: “Do no harm.” While a sum¬ 
mit may prove momentarily satisfying, it 
is essentially a sugar high. A more lasting 
prescription would be to take a strategic 
approach, listen intently to our regional al¬ 
lies (especially Japan), incorporate China 
into the conversation now, and make sure 
Kim Jong Un knows he is not the center- 
piece of the show. That’s what really mat¬ 
ters in Asia today. 

James Stavridis is a Bloomberg columnist. He is 
a retired U.S. Navy admiral and former military 
commander of NATO, and dean of the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. 
His most recent book is “Sea Power: The History 
and Geopolitics of the World’s Oceans.” 


Cover beats, but make quality journalism the only agenda 


By Gary Abernathy 
Special To The Washington Post 

HILLSBORO, Ohio 
ews organizations across the 
country often highlight the mid- 
March “Sunshine Week” — cre¬ 
ated by the American Society of 
News Editors to remind the public of the 
press’ crucial role in ensuring open gov¬ 
ernment — by writing editorials or com¬ 
mentaries about the importance of a free 
press. This week, for the second straight 
year, the presidency of Donald Trump is 
being used as a bogeyman to suggest that 
the media’s efforts are more endangered 
than ever. The Associated Press offered 
such an example in a package in conjunc¬ 
tion with this Sunshine Week. 

“President Donald Trump’s campaign 
to discredit the news media has spread to 
officials at all levels of government, who 
are echoing his use of the term ‘fake news’ 
as a weapon against unflattering stories,” 
according to AP reporter Ryan J. Foley. 
“It’s become ubiquitous as a signal to a 
politician’s supporters to ignore legitimate 
reporting and hard questions, as a smear 
of the beleaguered and dwindling local 
press corps, and as a way for conservatives 
to push back against what they call biased 
stories.” 

It is telling that the story notes that the 


claim of bias comes from conservatives, 
which raises the question, why don’t liber¬ 
als complain as much about media bias? 
The obvious liberal slant to the media is 
typically ignored in favor of journalists 
adopting the mantle of victimhood. 

Sunshine Week is of particular interest 
this year to those of us at the Times-Ga- 
zette, because our small-town daily is in 
the midst of celebrating its 200th anniver¬ 
sary. Founded in 1818 by a businessman 
named Moses Carothers, the newspaper 
has undergone various names, ownerships 
and frequencies (weekly, twice-weekly, 
daily) but continues to thrive. 

Though the years, the Times-Gazette 
has provided the first draft of local history, 
along with holding local government of¬ 
ficials accountable and providing readers 
with in-depth analysis of important local 
issues. It has also regularly highlighted the 
accomplishments of young and old in the 
manner particularly unique to small com¬ 
munity newspapers. 

In his first edition, published June 1818, 
Carothers wrote that he hoped as editor 
“to be able to continue the publication of 
his paper henceforth without intermis¬ 
sion, and also to merit by his impartial and 
steady course in the discharge of his edito¬ 
rial duties that patronage which has been 
extended to him at a risk.” 

It is safe to say that Carothers never 


dreamed that his little newspaper would 
still be providing news and information 
“without intermission” 200 years later, 
not only in print but also through all the 
new and evolving digital platforms. Also 
impossible for Carothers to anticipate was 
the national attention — and in some cases, 
ridicule — his humble endeavor would gar¬ 
ner for its endorsement of the Republican 
candidate for president in 2016. 

I share the concern over the shaky po¬ 
sition of newspapers today, but not for the 
same reason as many of my colleagues. The 
attacks by the president and others cannot 
hurt us. They are merely firing ammuni¬ 
tion handed them by media outlets that 
have too often abandoned their “impartial 
and steady course” — as Carothers put it 
200 years ago — in favor of point-of-view 
journalism and obvious agendas reflected 
in tabloid-style, click-bait headlines and 
sensationalized reporting. 

While some of our most vaunted news¬ 
papers are on unstable footing, both finan¬ 
cially and institutionally, smaller papers 
are holding their own or even growing. 
The industry magazine Editor & Publish¬ 
er reported in 2016, “Small, community 
newspapers across the country are not just 
surviving, but — in many cases — actually 
thriving. Many of them have managed to 
dodge the layoffs and downsizing that larg¬ 
er papers have had to face.” 


Some of the reasons for that have to do 
with the “hyper-local” coverage model 
many small newspapers have adopted. But 
“reader trust” — a crucial component of a 
newspaper’s success — is stronger among 
readers of local community newspapers 
than their big-city counterparts, as noted 
in an NPR feature last year. The reasons 
are many, but “one of the big differences 
between larger metro newspapers and 
community journalism is the staff has to 
face its audience every day,” NPR’s Clay 
Masters noted. 

Sunshine Week will be dominated by 
media outlets wringing their hands over 
attacks from government officials. The 
media would do better to make it a week of 
introspection. 

Fight fiercely for open government. Hold 
elected officials accountable. But make 
quality journalism the only agenda, impar¬ 
tiality the standard and an adherence to 
“just the facts” reporting the rule, relegat¬ 
ing agendas and viewpoints to the opinion 
pages. Recommitting to those benchmarks 
might help maintain what Moses Caroth¬ 
ers called our “steady course” for another 
couple of centuries, at least. 

Gary Abernathy, a contributing columnist for The 
Washington Post, is publisher and editor of the 
(Hillsboro, Ohio) Times-Gazette. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Greet 
5 Abrupt turn 
8 Slightly open 

12 “Blessings” 
author Quindlen 

13 Green prefix 

14 Pol base 

15 Access illegally, 
as a database 

17 Scored 100 on 

18 Campfire 
leftovers 

19 Lively dances 
21 Crucifix 

24 Apiece 

25 Works on a 
soundtrack 

28 Grown-up nits 
30 “Tasty!” 

33 —jiffy 

34 Georgia city 

35 Enzyme suffix 

36 Chest muscle 

37 Peepers 

38 Pesky insect 

39 Decks in the ring 
41 Baseball’s Musial 
43 Royal crowns 

46 Zesty dip 

50 Corn Belt state 

51 Hoarders 

54 And others (Lat.) 

55 “Eureka!” 

56 Roman 57 

57 Declares 

58 Cambridge sch. 

59 Fish story 

3-14 


DOWN 

26 French article 

1 “Funny!” 

27 Retreat 

2 Literary 

29 Expense 

collections 

31 “Born in 

3 Foot fraction 

the —” 

4 2010 NBA 

32 Ran into 

champs 

34 Butte’s kin 

5 Buddhist sect 

38 Twisted and 

6 Do something 

knotty 

7 Gunk 

40 Face-to-face 

8 Dickens title 

exams 

starter 

42 Request 

9 Harrison 

43 Affiliations 

Ford’s “Patriot 

44 Teeny bit 

Games” role 

45 Unwanted 

10 Bailiwick 

email 

11 Scepters 

47 Volcanic flow 

16 Equi- 

48 Commotion 

20 Frank 

49 Spelling-out 

22 Skin care brand 

phrase 

23 Cuts into cubes 

52 Sashimi fish 

25 Quick swim 

53 Sylvester, 


for one 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I CAN GET SO ANGRY 
THAT I ACTUALLY BECOME BLUISH-PURPLE. I 
SUPPOSE I HAVE A VIOLET TEMPER. 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: E equals S 
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For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

target both sellers and 
buyers with classifieds 






SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 


Dental^ 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or tuii-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371 >560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 


Travel_1000 


••Spring in GarmischP^ 
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
‘ N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
. 39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 
www.forsthaus-oberau.de 

ra 


Tax Assistance_^ 


^^R BLOCKS 


Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Free Classifieds! 


Visit Stripes.com for details. 


STARSI^STRIPES. 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 



Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSKJ^STRIPES. 



Round-the-world news for America s military. 


lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


)es.com su| 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 



' ' * • 
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Something for everyone... 


News that matters to you — free in your inbox from Stars and Stripes, the 
military’s #1 independent source of news and information. Choose from 

Daily Headlinesy Weekly Update^ Veterans NewSy Stripes Opiniony 
Military History or the Stripes Europe email newsletter. Zero cost. 
That’s a very small price to pay for staying up on the topics that interest 

you most. Subscribe today: Stripes.com/newsletters. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


BNP Paribas Open 


Purse: Men: $7.97 m__ 

1000); 

Women: $8.65 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

^Men* 

Third Round 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Adrian 
Mannarino (20), France, 7-5, 4-6,6-1. 

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. 
Filip Krajinovic (25), Serbia, 6-2, 6-1. 

Borna Coric, Croatia, def. Roberto 
Bautista Agut (13), Spain, 6-1, 6-3. 

Pablo Carreno Busta (11), Spain, def. 
Daniil Medvedev, Russia, 6-1, 7-5. 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Fer¬ 
nando Verdasco, Spain, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (1). 

Kevin Anderson (7), South Africa, def. 
Nicolas Kicker, Argentina, 7-6 (1), 7-6 (3). 

Pablo Cuevas (30), Uruguay, def. 
Dominic Thiem (5), Austria, 3-6, 6-4, 4-2, 
retired. 

Chung Hyeon (23), South Korea, def. 
Tomas Berdych (12), Czech Republic, 6- 

Women 
Third Round 

Caroline Wozniacki (2), Denmark, def. 
Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, 6-4, 2-6, 
6-3. 

Caroline Garcia (7), France, def. Daria 
Gavrilova (26), Australia, 7-5, 6-4. 

Angelique Kerber (10), Germany, def. 
Elena Vesnina (24), Russia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Danielle Collins, United States, def. 
Sofya Zhuk, Russia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Daria Kasatkina (20), Russia, def. 
Sloane Stephens (13), United States, 6- 
4, 6-3. 

Anastasija Sevastova (21), Latvia, def. 
Julia Goerges (12), Germany, 6-3, 6-3. 

Carla Suarez Navarro (27), Spain, def. 
Elina Svitolina (4), Ukraine, 7-5, 6-3. 

Venus Williams (8), United States, def. 
Serena Williams, United States, 6-3, 6-4. 
Doubles 
Men 

Second Round 

Marcus Daniell, New Zealand, and 
Diego Schwartzman, Argentina, def. 
Adrian Mannarino and Fabrice Martin, 
France, 6-4, 6-2. 

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, and Marc Lo¬ 
pez, Spain, def. Jean-Julien Rojer, Neth¬ 
erlands, and Floria Tecau (6), Romania, 

6- 4, 7-6 (5). 

John Isner and Jack Sock, United 
States, def. Roberto Bautista Agut and 
David Ferrer, Spain, walkover. 

Gilles Muller, Luxembourg, and Sam 
Querrey, United States, def. Jamie Mur¬ 
ray, Britain, and Bruno Soares (4), Brazil, 

7- 5, 6-7 (4), 10-2. 

Oliver Marach, Austria, and Mate Pavic 
(3), Croatia, def. Fabio Fognini, Italy, and 
Aisam-ul-Flaq Qureshi, Pakistan, 7-5, 6-2. 

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Rajeev Ram 
(8), United States, def. Raven Klaasen, 
South Africa, and Michael Venus, New 
Zealand, 6-2, 6-2. 

Women 
Second Round 

Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, and Barbora 
Strycova, Czech Republic, def. Chan Hao- 
ching and Latisha Chan (2), Taiwan, 6-4, 
5-7, 10-6. 

Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesni¬ 
na (1), Russia, def. Victoria Azarenka and 
Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, 6-4, 6-3. 


College basketball 


Men’s NIT 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 13 

Wagner (23-9) at Baylor (18-14) 
Northern Kentucky (22-9) at Louisville 
(20-13) 

Vermont (27-7) at Middle Tennessee 
(24-7) 

Boston College (19-15) at Western 
Kentucky (24-10) 

Florida Gulf Coast (23-11) at Oklahoma 
State (19-14) 

Hampton (19-15) at Notre Dame (20-14) 
Rider (22-9) at Oregon (22-12) 

SE Louisiana (22-11) at Saint Mary’s 
(28-5) 

UNC Asheville (21-12) at Southern Cal 
(23-11) 

Wednesday, March 14 

Harvard (18-13) at Marquette (19-13) 
Louisiana-Lafayette (27-6) at LSU (17-14) 
Temple (17-15) at Penn State (21-13) 
Nebraska (22-10) at Mississippi State 
(22-11) 

UC Davis (22-10) at Utah (19-11) 

BYU (24-10) at Stanford (18-15) 

Boise State (23-8) at Washington (20-12) 

CBI 

First Round 
Tuesday, March 13 

Eastern Washington (20-14) at Utah 
Valley (22-10) 

Wednesday, March 14 
Miami (Ohio) (16-17) at Campbell (16-15) 
Jacksonville State (21-12) at Canisius 
( 21 - 11 ) 

Texas Rio Grande Valley (15-17) at 
New Orleans (15-16) 

North Texas (15-17) at South Dakota 
(26-8) 

Colgate (19-13) at San Francisco (18-15) 
Mercer (18-14) at Grand Canyon (22-11) 
Central Arkansas (17-16) at Seattle 
(20-13) 

CIT 

First Round 
Monday, March 12 

Central Michigan 94, Fort Wayne 89 
Drake 80, Abilene Christian 73, OT 
Liberty 65, NC A&T 52 
San Diego 88, Hartford 72 

Second Round 

First-Round winner vs. Wofford (21-12) 
First-Round winner vs. Northern Colo¬ 
rado (22-12) 

First-Round winner vs. Portland State 
(20-13) 

First-Round winner vs. Sam Houston 
State (19-14) 

Wednesday, March 14 
Niagara (19-13) at Eastern Michigan 
(21-12) 

St. Francis (Pa.) (18-12) at Illinois-Chi- 
cago (17-15) 

UTSA (19-14) at Lamar (19-13) 
Thursday, March 15 
Louisiana-Monroe (16-15) at Austin 
Peay (18-14) 

NCAA Men’s 
Division II Tournament 

Regionai Finais 
Monday, March 12 
West Region 
At Monmouth, Ore. 

California Baptist 80, Western Oregon 76 
Tuesday, March 13 
Atiantic Region 
At Petersburg, Va. 

Shippensburg (25-7) vs. East Strouds¬ 
burg (26-5) 

Centrai Region 
At Maryviiie, Mo. 

Minnesota State-Mankato (24-9) vs. 
St. Cloud State (25-8) 

East Region 
At Syracuse, N.Y. 

Le Moyne (26-6) vs. Bloomfield (24-7) 

Midwest Region 
At Big Rapids, Mich. 

Ferris State (34-1) vs. Findlay (28-4) 

South Region 
At Atianta 

Eckerd (26-6) vs. Barry (22-8) 


Southeast Region 
At Harrogate, Tenn. 

Lincoln Memorial (32-1) vs. Queens 
(NC) (30-3) 

South Centrai 
At Canyon, Texas 

West Texas A&M (29-4) vs. Texas 
Permian Basin (27-5) 

NCAA Men’s 
Division III Tournament 

Semifinais 

At Saiem (Va.) Civic Center 

Friday, March 16 

Ramapo (25-6) vs. Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
(24-7) 

Nebraska Wesleyan (28-3) vs. Spring- 
field (22-8) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 17 

Semifinal winners 

NAIA Men’s Tournament 

At Kansas City, Mo. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 14 

William Carey (25-5) vs. Life (20-11) 

LSU Alexandria (25-7) vs. Lewis-Clark 
State (23-9) 

Georgetown (Ky.) (25-6) vs. Central 
Baptist (21-8) 

Oklahoma City (23-8) vs. Xavier (La.) 
(24-8) 

LSU Shreveport (27-4) vs. Harris-Stowe 
State (23-10) 

Central Methodist (27-5) vs. Wayland 
Baptist (23-9) 

The Master’s (29-2) vs. Peru State (21-13) 

Westmont (24-7) vs. Dillard (20-9) 
Thursday, March 15 

Dalton State (24-8) vs. Cumberlands 
(Ky.) (21-9) 

Montana Western (25-7) vs. South¬ 
western Assemblies (24-9) 

Carroll (Mont.) (27-5) vs. Lindsey Wil¬ 
son (23-8) 

Pikeville (28-4) vs. Langston (20-11) 

Columbia (Mo.) (27-4) vs. Campbells- 


Harvard (18-10) at Fordham (22-9) 
Robert Morris (25-7) at Drexel (26-7) 
Stephen F. Austin (25-6) at George Ma¬ 
son (23-9) 

Navy (25-7) at Virginia Tech (18-13) 

WBI 


ville (23-9) 

Texas Wesleyan vs. Graceland (Iowa) 
(24-10) 

William Penn (27-4) vs. Science & Arts 
(Okla.) (21-10) 

Hope International (25-5) vs. Our Lady 
of the Lake (21-11) 

WNIT 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 14 

Southern (17-13) at Alabama (17-13) 
Jacksonville (24-8) at UCF (21-10) 

Saint Joseph’s (18-14) at Seton Hall 
(16-15) 

Thursday, March 15 

Houston (20-11) at South Dakota (26-6) 
Western Illinois (22-9) at Colorado 
State (20-11) 

Cincinnati (19-12) at Michigan State 
(17-13) 

Saint Mary’s (Cal.) (20-10) at New 
Mexico (23-10) 

Texas State (23-9) at Rice (22-9) 

Lamar (22-7) at TCU (19-12) 

Missouri State (20-11) at Louisiana 
Tech (19-11) 

Purdue (18-13) at lUPUl (22-9) 

Middle Tennessee (18-12) at Ball State 
(24-6) 

UT Martin (19-14) at Indiana (17-14) 
Milwaukee (20-11) at Northern Iowa 
(19-13) 

New Mexico State (18-12) at Wyoming 
(21-10) 

Idaho (19-13) at UC Davis (25-6) 

Saint Louis (17-15) at Kansas State 
(16-15) 

UNLV (19-11) at Utah (17-13) 

Bucknell (22-9) at West Virginia (21-11) 
Radford (23-8) at Penn State (16-15) 
ETSU (20-12) at James Madison (21-10) 
Marist (20-13) at St. John’s (16-14) 
Duquesne (23-7) at Miami (Ohio) (21-10) 
Bethune-Cookman (24-6) at Georgia 
Tech (18-13) 

Chattanooga (17-12) at UAB (26-6) 
Friday, March 16 

Wright State (23-10) at Toledo (17-14) 
Albany (NY) (24-7) at Penn (21-8) 
Delaware (19-12) at Georgetown (15-15) 


State (16-15) 

Fresno State (16-14) at CSU Bakers¬ 
field (18-13) 

Thursday, March 15 
Furman (17-13) at UNC Asheville (17-15) 
Yale (15-13) at Northeastern (16-14) 
Stetson (17-14) at South Alabama (19-12) 
Weber State (20-10) at Texas Southern 
(19-13) 

SlU-Edwardsville (17-14) at Central Ar¬ 
kansas (22-9) 

UC Irvine (18-13) at Nevada (17-16) 

NCAA Women’s 
Division II Tournament 

Regional Finals 
Monday, March 12 
Atlantic Region 
At Richmond, Va. 

Indiana (Pa.) 75, Bowie State 60 
Central Region 
At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Central Missouri 81, Augustana (S.D.) 42 
East Region 
At Easton, Mass. 

Stonehill 71, Sciences (Pa.) 61 
Midwest Region 
At Ashland, Ohio 
Ashland 79, Drury 73 

South Region 
At Jackson, Tenn. 

Union (Tenn.) 74, Valdosta State 73 
Southeast Region 
At Jefferson City, Tenn. 
Carson-Newman 75, North Georgia 71 
South Central Region 
At Lubbick, Texas 

Lubbock Christian 56, West Texas A&M 53 

West Region 
At Azusa, Calif. 

Montana State Billings 71, Alaska An¬ 
chorage 70 

At Sioux Falls, S.D. 

Quarterfinals 
Monday, March 19 

Indiana (Pa.) (29-3) vs. Central Mis¬ 
souri (27-3) 

Stonehill (29-3) vs. Ashland (34-0) 
Carson-Newman (32-2) vs. Union 
(Tenn.) (30-3) 

Montana State Billings (25-11) vs. Lub¬ 
bock Christian (31-1) 

NCAA Women’s 
Division III Tournament 

Semifinals 
At Rochester, Minn. 

Friday, March 16 

Amherst (31-0) vs. Thomas More (30-1) 
Bowdoin (28-2) vs. Wartburg (31-0) 

Championship 
Saturday, March 17 

Semifinals winners 

NAIA Women’s Tournament 

At Billings, Mont. 

First Round 
Wednesday, March 14 

Columbia (Mo.) vs. Benedicitne (Kan.) 
LSU Shreveport vs. Menlo (Calif.) 
Campbellsville (Ky.) vs. Faulkner (Ala.) 
Montana Western vs. Dillard (La.) 
Freed-Hardeman vs. The Master’s (Calif.) 
Central Methodist vs. Arizona Christian 
Science & Arts (Okla.) vs. Rocky 
Mountain 

Lindsey Wilson vs. Martin Methodist 
Thursday, March 15 
Our Lady of the Lake vs. Loyola (La.) 
Westmont vs. Cumberland (Tenn.) 
MidAmerica Nazarene vs. Linden- 
wood-Belleville 

Oklahoma City vs. Providence (Mont.) 
Wayland Baptist vs. Lyon 
Shawnee State vs. Grand View 
Carroll (Mont.) vs. William Penn 
Vanguard vs. Bethel (Tenn.) 


College baseball 


Collegiate Baseball poll 

TUCSON, Ariz. - The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll, with records through March 11, 
total points and previous ranking. Voting 
is done by coaches, sports writers and 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Oregon St. 15-1 496 1 

2. Clemson 15-1 494 6 

3. Stanford 14-2 492 7 

4. Louisville 14-1 490 8 

5. Auburn 15-1 488 9 

6. Florida 15-3 487 2 

7. Florida St. 14-2 485 3 

8. Kentucky 14-3 482 5 

9. Texas Tech 15-2 481 4 

10. Texas A&M 16-1 480 16 

11. Vanderbilt 12-4 475 10 

12. Stetson 13-1 470 18 

13. Mississippi 15-1 467 19 

14. UCLA 10-4 465 11 

15. Indiana 11-4 463 12 

16. Louisiana St. 11-6 461 13 

17. Texas Christian 9-4 459 14 

18. Arkansas 11-4 455 15 

19. N.C. State 13-3 454 17 

20. Wichita St. 12-2 451 22 

21. Nevada-Las Vegas 15-2 448 23 

22. Central Florida 13-3 445 - 

23. Southern Mississippi 11-4 442 24 

24. Missouri 13-3 440 - 

25. Illinois 8-4 437 25 

26. Duke 12-3 433 - 

27. Florida Gulf Coast 13-2 430 - 

28. Oregon 11-4 426 - 

29. St. John’s 8-4 422 20 

30. Coastal Carolina 12-6 419 21 

Monday’s scores 

SOUTH 

George Mason 12, FlU 8 
UMass 10, Bucknell 9 
UConn at The Citadel, ccd. 

West Florida 13, Christian Brothers 3 
Wofford 9, Marist 4 


Pro baseball 


Spring training 

Monday’s games 

Baltimore 8, Pittsburgh 5 
Washington 5, Detroit 4 
Boston 6, Toronto 4 
Kansas City (ss) 4, San Diego 0 
Milwaukee 7, L.A. Dodgers 6 
San Francisco 6, Oakland 5 
Cleveland 4, Texas (ss) 2 
L.A. Angels 4, Cincinnati 3 
Colorado 4, Arizona 2 
Philadelphia 3, Atlanta 0 
Minnesota 2, N.Y. Yankees 1 
Texas (ss) 5, Kansas City 1 
Chicago White Sox 4, Seattle 2 


College hockey 


NCAA Division I poii 

MINNEAPOLIS - The top 20 teams in 
the NCAA Division I men’s ice hockey 
poll, compiled by U.S. College Hockey 
Online, with first-place votes in paren- 
.-■' ■‘’■'-h 11 and 


25-4-2 954 2 

24-9-2 870 5 

20-9-8 852 4 

24-8-5 812 6 

29-9-1 736 3 

23-8-5 689 7 

21- 14-3 644 8 

22- 10-4 601 9 

22-9-6 553 10 


1. St. Cloud State (32) 

2. Cornell (16) 

3. Notre Dame (1) 

4. Denver (1) 

5. Ohio State 

6. Minnesota State 

7. Northeastern 

8. Minnesota Duluth 

9. Providence 

10. Clarkson 

11. Michigan _ .— .. 

12. North Dakota 16-12-10 415 14 

13. Penn State 18-14-5 413 12 

14. Boston College 20-13-3 301 18 

15. Minnesota 19-17-2 298 15 

16. Northern Michigan 25-14-3 241 19 

17. Omaha 17-17-2 197 13 

18. Boston University 19-13-4 172 20 

19. Bowling Green 23-12-6 118 17 

20. Union CNY) 21-15-2 62 16 

Others: Mercyhurst 53, Harvard 27, 

Michigan Tech 20, Princeton 9. 


Deals 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

CLEVELAND INDIANS - Agreed to 
terms with RHPs Cody Anderson, Mike 
Clevinger, Nick Goody, Julian Merry- 
weather, Ben Taylor and Adama Plutko; 
OFs Greg Allen, Bradley Zimmer and Ty¬ 
ler Naquin; INFs Willi Castro, Yu Chang, 
Yandy Diaz and Erik Gonzalez; Cs Eric 
Haase and Francisco Mejia; LHPs Ryan 
Merritt, Shawn Morimando and Tyler 
Olson; SS Francisco Lindor; UTL Rob Ref- 
snyder; and INFs Eric Stamets and Gio 
Urshela on one-year contracts. Optioned 
OF Abraham Almonte, C Francisco Mejia, 
LHP Shawn Morimando and RHPs Ju¬ 
lian Merryweather and Adam Plutko to 
Columbus (IL). Reassigned RHPs Louis 
Head and Josh Martin; LHP Adam Wilk 
and INF Bobby Bradley to their minor 
league camp. 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Reassigned 
RHPs Rogelio Armenteros, Brendan Mc- 
Curry and Trent Thornton to their minor 
league camp. 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Optioned 
RHPs Scott Barlow, Heath Fillmyer, An¬ 
dres Machado and Kyle Zimmer, LHP Eric 
Stout, and INF Hunter Dozier to Omaha 
(PCL); INF Samir Duenez to Northwest 
Arkansas (Texas); and, C Meibrys Vilo- 


riato Wilmington (Carolina). Reassigned 
RHPs Scott BTewett and Foster Griffin, C 
Chase Vallot, INFs Jack Lopez and Nicky 
Lopez and OFs Donnie Dewees and Ter¬ 
rance Gore to their minor league camp. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Agreed to terms 
with RHP Lance Lynn on a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Agreed to 
terms with 2B Neil Walker on a one-year 
contract. Released INF Danny Espinosa. 
Reassigned INF Kyle Holder to their mi¬ 
nor league camp. Designated OF Jake 
Cave for assignment. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Agreed to 
terms with C Jonathan Lucroy on a one- 
year contract. Reassigned RHPs Grant 
Holmes and Logan Shore to their minor 
league camp. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Agreed to terms 
with RHPs Dan Altavilla, Chasen Brad¬ 
ford, Chase De Jong, Edwin Di'az, Andrew 
Moore, Max Povse, Nick Rumbelow and 
Rob Whalen; INFs Mike Ford, Ryon Healy, 
Taylor Motter and Daniel Vogelbach; Cs 
David Freitas and Mike Marjama; OFs 
Ben Gamel, Mitch Haniger, Guillermo 
Heredia and Cameron Perkins; and LHPs 
Marco Gonzales, Ariel Miranda, Sam Moll 
and James Pazos on one-year contracts. 
Reassigned RHP Johendi Jiminian to their 
minor Teague camp. 

National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Agreed to 


terms on a one-year contract with OF 
Carlos Gonzalez. Placed RHP Rayan Gon¬ 
zalez on the 60-day DL. 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Optioned 
INF-OF Tim Locastro, INF Rob Segedin, 
LHPs Henry Owens and Edward Pare¬ 
des and RHPs Dennis Santana, Walker 
Buehler and Brock Stewart to Oklahoma 
City (PCL). Reassigned Cs Keibert Ruiz, 
Wifi Smith and Shawn Zarraga; INFs Matt 
Beaty, Max Muncy, Drew Jackson and 
Edwin Rios; OFs Yusniel Diaz, DJ Peters, 
Henry Ramos and Travis Taijeron; RHPs 
Zach Neal, Yaisel Sierra, Joe Broussard, 
Daniel Corcino, Brian Schlitter and CC 
Lee; and LHPs Brian Moran and Manny 
Banuelos to their minor league camp. 
Released RHP Mark Lowe. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Jake Arrieta on a three- 
year contract. Designated IB Tommy Jo¬ 
seph for assignment. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned OF 
Austin Meadows, RHP Clay Holmes and 
LHP Jack Leathersich were to Indianapo¬ 
lis (IL). Reassigned SS Cole Tucker, OFs 
Bryan Reynolds and Jason Martin, RHP 
Damien Magnifico and C Christian Kelley 
to their minor league camp. 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Optioned 
RHPS Tyler Herb, Pierce Johnson, Chase 
Johnson and Reyes Moronta, LHPs Ste¬ 
ven Okert and D.J. Snelten, C Aramis Gar¬ 
cia and INF Miguel Gomez to Sacramento 


FloreS; Dereck Rodriguez and Madison 
Younginer and IND Alan Hanson to their 
minor league camp. 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Optioned LHP 
Austin Gomber, INF Edmundo Sosa and OF 
Tyler O’Neill to Memphis (PCL) and RHPs 
Derian Gonzalez and Conner Greene to 
Springfield (Texas). Reassigned RHPs 
Ryan Heisley, Dakota Hudson and Arturo 
Reyes and INF Tommy Edman to their mi¬ 
nor league camp. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Placed second- 
round tenders on S Ricardo Allen and G 
Ben Garland. 

BALTIMORE RAVENS- Signed OL 
James Hurst to a four-year contract. Re¬ 
leased CB Lardarius Webb. 

BUFFALO BILLS - Traded OT Cordy 
Glenn and 2018 first- (No. 21) and fifth- 
round (No. 158) draft picks to Cincinnati 
for a 2018 first- (No. 12) and sixth-round 
(No. 187) draft picks. 

CHICAGO BEARS — Agreed to terms 
with OL Bradley Sowell on a two-year 
contact. 

DALLAS COWBOYS - Re-signed DT 
Brian Price. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS - Released LB 
Tamba Hali. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Re-signed 
LB Nick Dzubnar to a two-year contract 


and WR Geremy Davis to a one-year con¬ 
tract. 

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS - Announced 
the retirement of OT Zach Strief. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Re-signed LB 
Mark Herziich and G Jon Halapio. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Released CB 
Sean Smith and OT Marshall Newhouse. 
Signed DT Justin Ellis to a three-year 
contract and WR Griff Whalen to a one- 
year contract. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS - Signed P Jeff 
Locke to a one-year contract and RB Ra- 
heem Mostert to his one-year exclusive 
rights tender. 

SEATTLE SEAHAWKS - Signed S Brad¬ 
ley McDougald to a three-year contract. 
Released DB DeShawn Shead. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Re-signed 
K Dustin Hopkins. Placed a second-round 
tender on OT Ty Nsekhe. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Announced 
coach Rick Tocchet was granted a leave 
of absence from the team to deal with a 
family illness. Named John MacLean in¬ 
terim coach. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled G Ville 
Husso from San Antonio (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

PEPPERDINE — Named Lorenzo Romar 
men’s basketball coach. 
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NHL 



Alex Brandon/AP 


Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin celebrates his goal during the second period of Monday’s game against 
the Winnipeg Jets in Washington. It was Ovechkin’s 600th career goal. 

Roundup 


Ovechkin scores 600th 
goal as Caps down Jets 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Make it 
600 goals and counting for Alex 
Ovechkin, and give the Washing¬ 
ton Capitals two more points for 
the tough playoff race in the East¬ 
ern Conference. 

Ovechkin scored twice in an¬ 
other historic performance and 
Evgeny Kuznetsov had the over¬ 
time winner as the Capitals re¬ 
turned to first place by beating 
the Winnipeg Jets 3-2 on Monday 
night. 

The 32-year-old Ovechkin 
scored during a 5-on-3 power 
play in the first period and then 
put back a rebound past Connor 
Hellebuyck for No. 600 in the sec¬ 
ond. The Russian winger became 
the 20th player and fourth-fastest 
in NHL history to the milestone 
and is on pace to lead the league 
in goals for the seventh time with 
42 on the season. 

“Of course it’s special,” he said. 
“You can see when I score the 
goal, everybody tried to find me, 
everybody tried to look at me. I 
knew if I’m gonna have another 
one. I’m gonna score.” 

Ovechkin continued a sea¬ 
son-long trend of scoring a high 
volume of goals for the Capitals, 
who lost significant talent from 
back-to-back Presidents’ Trophy¬ 
winning teams. He has roughly 
a fifth of Washington’s goals this 
season and needed to be on his 
game against Patrik Laine and 
Winnipeg. 

Laine entered with an 11-game 
point streak and scored his 41st 


goal of the season to make it 16 
in his past 12. Nikolgj Ehlers also 
scored a 4-on-4 goal for Winni¬ 
peg, which got 40 saves from Con¬ 
nor Hellebuyck. 

Golden Knights 3, Flyers 2: 
Marc-Andre Fleury made 38 
saves to become the 13th goalie 
in NHL history with 400 career 
victories, and Ryan Carpenter 
scored the winning goal for visit¬ 
ing Vegas with 2:40 left. 

Erik Haula and William Karls- 
son also scored for the Pacific Di¬ 
vision leaders, who completed a 
4-1 road trip. 

Blue Jackets 5, Canadiens 2: 

Seth Jones was the driving force 
behind two power-play goals in 
the first period, helping host Co¬ 
lumbus to its fifth consecutive 
victory. 

Alexander Wennberg had a 
goal and three assists for the Blue 
Jackets, and Nick Foligno, Boone 
Jenner and Ian Cole also scored. 

Rangers 6, Hurricanes 3: 
Jimmy Vesey scored three times. 
Mats Zuccarello had two goals 
and host New York stopped a 
three-game slide. 

Vladislav Namestnikov also 
scored for the Rangers, who 
earned their first home win since 
Feb. 9. Pavel Buchnevich and 
Mika Zibanejad each had three 
assists. 

Senators 5, Panthers 3: Matt 
Duchene scored twice, includ¬ 
ing the go-ahead goal with three 
minutes left, and Ottawa got the 
road win. 

Magnus Pa^arvi also had two 


goals for Ottawa, and Jean-Ga¬ 
briel Pageau added one late. Craig 
Anderson made 35 saves, and 
Erik Karlsson and Mike Hoffman 
each added two assists. 

Sharks 5, Red Wings 3: Eric 
Fehr scored his first goal with his 
new team and San Jose closed a 
six-game homestand by handing 
Detroit its seventh straight loss. 

Joonas Donskoi, Kevin Labanc 
and Timo Meier also scored to 
help the Sharks win for the fourth 
time on the homestand and re¬ 
main in second place in the Pacif¬ 
ic Division. Chris Tierney added 
an empty-net goal to seal it. 

Kings 3, Canucks 0: Jona¬ 
than Quick made 35 saves for his 
fourth shutout of the season and 
host Los Angeles moved back into 
playoff position with a win over 
Vancouver. 

Tyler Toffoli, Anze Kopitar 
and Tanner Pearson scored for 
the Kings, who jumped into third 
place in the Pacific Division 
with their fifth victory in seven 
games. Los Angeles is one point 
ahead of Anaheim in the division 
standings. 

Blues 4, Ducks 2: Ivan Bar- 
bashev had a goal and an assist 
to help visiting St. Louis beat 
Anaheim. 

Robert Bortuzzo, Vladimir So- 
botka and Patrik Berglund also 
scored for the Blues, who have 
won consecutive games after los¬ 
ing nine of 10. They are one point 
behind Anaheim and Colorado for 
the final playoff spot in a crowded 
Western Conference race. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Tampa Bay 69 48 17 4 100 253 191 

Boston 67 43 16 8 94 226 172 

Toronto 69 40 22 7 87 228 197 

Florida 67 34 26 7 75 205 212 

Detroit 69 26 32 11 63 180 211 

Montreal 69 25 32 12 62 175 219 

Ottawa 68 24 33 11 59 186 236 

Buffalo 69 22 35 12 56 165 224 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 69 39 23 7 85 209 202 

Pittsburgh 70 40 26 4 84 229 211 

Philadelphia 70 35 24 11 81 205 205 

Columbus 70 37 28 5 79 193 195 

New Jersey 69 35 26 8 78 204 208 

Carolina 69 30 28 11 71 184 212 

N.Y. Islanders 69 30 29 10 70 222 245 

N.Y. Rangers 70 31 32 7 69 201 224 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 68 44 14 10 98 222 173 

Winnipeg 69 41 18 10 92 229 182 

Minnesota 69 39 23 7 85 216 198 

Dallas 69 38 25 6 82 198 180 

Colorado 68 36 24 8 80 215 202 

St. Louis 69 37 27 5 79 191 182 

Chicago 70 30 32 8 68 199 207 

Pacific Division 

Vegas 69 45 19 5 95 235 187 

San Jose 69 37 23 9 83 203 189 

Los Angeles 69 38 26 5 81 200 173 

Anaheim 70 34 24 12 80 195 193 

Calgary 70 34 26 10 78 197 206 

Edmonton 68 30 34 4 64 193 221 

Vancouver 70 25 36 9 59 183 228 

Arizona 68 22 35 11 55 163 219 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Monday’s games 
Vegas 3, Philadelphia 2 
Washington 3, Winnipeg 2, OT 
Columbus 5, Montreal 2 
N.Y. Rangers 6, Carolina 3 
Ottawa 5, Florida 3 
St. Louis 4, Anaheim 2 
San Jose 5, Detroit 3 
Los Angeles 3, Vancouver 0 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Carolina 
Dallas at Montreal 
Ottawa at Tampa Bay 
Winnipeg at Nashville 
Colorado at Minnesota 
Edmonton at Calgary 
Los Angeles at Arizona 

Wednesday’s games 
Dallas at Toronto 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Rangers 
San Jose at Edmonton 
New Jersey at Vegas 
Vancouver at Anaheim 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at N.Y. Islanders 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Toronto at Buffalo 
Pittsburgh at Montreal 
Boston at Florida 
Chicago at Winnipeg 
Colorado at St. Louis 
Detroit at Los Angeles 
Nashville at Arizona 

Monday 

Blue Jackets 5, Canadiens 2 

Montreal 1 1 0-2 

Columbus 3 1 1—5 

First Period— 1, Montreal, Gallagher 
25 (Petry), 0:34. 2, Columbus, Foligno 15, 
4:17. 3, Columbus, Jones 14 (Atkinson, 
Panarin), 7:51 (pp). 4, Columbus, Jones 
15 (Panarin, Wennberg), 14:03 (pp). 

Second Period— 5, Columbus, Jenner 8 
(Wennberg, Cole), 2:34. 6, Montreal, Dr- 
ouin 11 (Byron), 15:46. 

Third Period— 7, Columbus, Cole 5 
(Wennberg), 17:41. 

Shots on Goal-Montreal 10-6-24-40. 
Columbus 11-9-5-25. 

Power-play opportunities— Montreal 
0 of 2; Columbus 2 of 3. 

Goalies— Montreal, Lindgren 4-7-2 (25 
shots-20 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
30-21-5 (40-38). 

A-15,864 (18,500). T-2:24. 

Kings 3, Canucks 0 

Vancouver 0 0 0-0 

Los Angeles 0 2 1—3 

Second Period—1, Los Angeles, Toffoli 
22 (Muzzin, Kempe), 1:57. 2, Los Angeles, 
Kopitar 28 (Doughty, Forbort), 14:54. 

Third Period— 3, Los Angeles, Pearson 
13 (Kempe, Toffoli), 10:53. 

Shots on Goal— Vancouver 5-13-17— 
35. Los Angeles 8-10-15—33. 

Power-play opportunities— Vancouver 
0 of 3; Los Angefes 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Vancouver, Nilsson 7-13-3 
(33 shots-30 saves). Los Angeles, Quick 
27-25-2 (35-35). 

A-18,230 (18,230). T-2:28. 

Golden Knights 3, Flyers 2 

Vegas 1 0 2-3 

Philadelphia 0 1 1-2 

First Period— 1, Vegas, Haula 25 
(Schmidt, Perron), 6:17 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Philadelphia, Gir¬ 
oux 25 (Konecny, Couturier), 1:27. 

Third Periorf— 3, Vegas, Karlsson 36 
(Theodore, Hyka), 6:00 (pp). 4, Philadel¬ 
phia, Simmonds 21 (Gostisbehere, Vo- 
racek), 7:06 (pp). 5, Vegas, Carpenter 8 
(Bellemare, Eakin), 17:20. 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 9-8-12-29. Phil¬ 
adelphia 9-16-15-40. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 2 of 
2; Philadelphia 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Vegas, Fleury 25-9-3 (40 

shots-38 saves). Philadelphia, Mrazek 
12-11-4 (29-26). 

A-19,723 (19,543). T-2:28. 


Rangers 6, Hurricanes 3 

Carolina 1 1 1—3 

N.Y. Rangers 1 2 3-6 

First Period— 1, N.Y. Rangers, Zucca¬ 
rello 13 (Zibanejad, Pionk), 9:06. 2, Caro¬ 
lina, Teravainen 20 (Pesce, Aho), 14:32. 

Second Period— 3, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 
13 (Buchnevich), 1:52.4, Carolina, Stemp- 
niak 2 (Skinner, Ryan), 7:48. 5, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Namestnikov 22 (Zibanejad, Buchn¬ 
evich), 11:51 (pp). 

Third Period— 6 , Carolina, Rask 13,8:23 
(pp). 7, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 14 (Buchnev¬ 
ich), 12:15. 8, N.Y. Rangers, Zuccarello 14 
(Spooner), 17:23. 9, N.Y. Rangers, Vesey 
15 (Zibanejad, Fast), 19:36. 

Shots on Goal— Carolina 10-18-16—44. 
N.Y. Rangers 9-6-8—23. 

Power-play opportunities— Carolina 1 
of 3; N.Y. Rangers 1 of 3. 

Goalies— Carolina, Darling 11-17-7 (21 
shots-17 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Georgiev 
2-2-0 (44-41). 

A-17,679 (18,006). T-2:34. 

Capitals 3, Jets 2 (OT) 

Winnipeg 1 0 1 0-2 

Washington 110 1-3 

First Period— 1, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 41 (Backstrom, Carlson), 4:35 (pp). 2, 
Winnipeg, Ehlers 27,5:33. 

Second Period— 3, Washington, Ovech¬ 
kin 42 (Wilson, Kuznetsov), 3:53. 

Third Period— 4, Winnipeg, Laine 41 
(Byfuglien, Stastny), 5:02. 

Overtime— 5, Washington, Kuznetsov 
21 (Stephenson), 4:11. 

Shots on Goal— Winnipeg 8-10-10—28. 
Washington 14-13-9-7-43. 

Power-play opportunities— Winnipeg 
0 of 3; Washington 1 of 4. 

Goalies— Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 35- 

11-9 (43 shots-40 saves). Washington, 
Grubauer 10-8-3 (28-26). 

A-18,506 (18,277). T-2:43. 

Senators 5, Panthers 3 

Ottawa 2 0 3-5 

Florida 0 2 1-3 

First Period— 1, Ottawa, Duchene 20 
(Hoffman, Karlsson), 0:57. 2, Ottawa, 

Paajarvi 5 (Pyatt, Claesson), 15:16. 

Second Period— 3, Florida, Dadonov 


17:28. 

Third Period— 5, Ottawa, Paajarvi 6 
(Chabot), 0:43. 6, Florida, Huberdeau 
23 (Weegar, Trocheck), 4:23. 7, Ottawa, 
Duchene 21 (Hoffman), 17:00. 8, Ottawa, 
Pageau 12 (Karlsson, Burrows), 18:15. 

Shots on Goal-Ottawa 12-2-11-25. 
Florida 8-17-13-38. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 2; Florida 0 of 1. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Anderson 20-20-6 
(38 shots-35 saves). Florida, Luongo 14- 
8-2 (25-20). 

A-11,585 (19,250). T-2:53. 

Blues 4, Ducks 2 

St. Louis 1 2 1-4 

Anaheim 0 1 1—2 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Bortuzzo 3 

(Pietrangelo, Schenn), 17:30. 

Second Period— 2, St. Louis, Barba- 
shev 7 (Pietrangelo, Soshnikov), 3:00. 3, 
Anaheim, Perry 15 (Montour, Getzlaf), 
4:17. 4, St. Louis, Sobotka 10 (Barbashev, 
Schmaltz), 16:50. 

Third Period— 5, Anaheim, Grant 9 
(Lindholm, Kelly), 6:15. 6, St. Louis, Ber¬ 
glund 9 (Brodziak), 11:28. 

Shots on Goal— St. Louis 10-9-4—23. 
Anaheim 7-7-8-22. 

Power-play opportunities— St. Louis 0 
of 1; Anaheim 0 of 1. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 21-20-2 (22 
shots-20 saves). Anaheim, Gibson 25-17- 
6 (23-19). 

A-16,312 (17,174). T-2:16. 

Sharks 5, Red Wings 3 

Detroit 1 1 1-3 

San Jose 2 1 2-5 

First Period— 1, Detroit, Daley 9 (Ber- 
tuzzi, Zetterberg), 5:01. 2, San Jose, Don¬ 
skoi 13 (PavelsKi, Kane), 10:55. 3, San 
Jose, Fehr 1 (Dillon, DeMelo), 12:39. 

Second Period— 4, San Jose, Labanc 9 
(Meier, Tierney), 1:39. 5, Detroit, Nyquist 
17 (Daley, BertuzzI), 5:05. 

Third Period— 6 , San Jose, Meier 18 
(DeMelo, Boedker), 5:12 (pp). 7, Detroit, 
Zetterberg 10 (Nyquist, Bertuzzi), 5:53. 
8, San Jose, Tierney 17 (Braun, Pavelski), 
18:26. 

Shots on Goal-Detroit 9-11-6-26. San 
Jose 12-9-13-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Detroit 0 
of 2; San Jose 1 of 3. 

Goalies- Detroit, Howard 18-24-8 (33 
shots-29 saves). San Jose, Jones 23-18-6 
(26-23). 

A-17,199 (17,562). T-2:25. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Monday 


Nikita Kucherov,TB 67 34 
Evgeni Malkin, PIT 66 39 

Connor McDavid, EDM 68 33 

Claude Giroux, PHI 70 25 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 60 32 

Steven Stamkos, TB 69 27 

Johnny Gaudreau, CGY 70 21 

Phil Kessel, PIT ' 

Sidney Crosby, PIT 
Blake Wheeler, WPG 
Anze Kopitar, LA 
Jakub Voracek, PHI 
Alex Ovechkin, WAS 
Taylor Hall, NJ 

5 tied with 69 pts. 


GP G A PTS 


70 28 £ 
70 23 £ 
69 18 £ 

69 28 ^ 

70 16 £ 
69 42 £ 
64 30 ^ 
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TENNIS/NBA 


Venus tops Serena 
in Paribas Open 


By Beth Harris 

Associated Press 

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. — One 
sister is rusty, just beginning a 
comeback after having a baby. 
The other is rejuvenated at 37, 
back in the world’s top 10. 

An unwanted rivalry with roots 
going back 20 years had its lat¬ 
est chapter Monday night at the 
BNP Paribas Open, with Venus 
Williams beating sister Serena 6- 
3, 6-4 in the third round for her 
first win over her younger sibling 
since 2014. 

It was their earliest meeting 
since a 17-year-old Venus beat 
16-year-old Serena in the sec¬ 
ond round of the 1998 Australian 
Open. They played Monday night 
for the first time since last year’s 
Australian Open final, when a 
pregnant Serena won her 23rd 
Grand Slam title. 

“That’s going to be a huge story, 
maybe the story of the year,” 
men’s No. 1 Roger Federer said of 
Serena’s comeback. “Hopefully, 
she decides to play a lot and enjoy 
herself in the process and get back 
to who knows how high? It almost 
doesn’t matter, but it would just be 
amazing to see her do it now.” 

But this night belonged to Aunt 
Venus. 

She closed out the IVi-hour 
match on her second match point 
when Serena’s forehand service 
return sailed long. It was one of 
Serena’s 41 unforced errors, in¬ 
cluding 17 on the forehand side. 

“I’m just lucky that I’ve played 
more matches than her right 
now,” Venus said on court after¬ 
ward. “She just came roaring 
back. I had chances for the match 
to be over, but it wasn’t.” 

Venus broke Serena at love in 
the sixth game for a 4-2 lead in 
the first set. She emphatically 
closed out the 36-minute set with 
back-to-back aces that clocked 
108 mph and 120 mph. 

“I definitely know her well, but 
she definitely played a little bit 
better than she normally does,” 
Serena said. “She served very 


consistently. She just did every¬ 
thing great.” 

Venus raced out to leads of 3-0 
and 5-2 in the second set. Serena’s 
shot went wide to set up her sis¬ 
ter’s first match point. But Serena 
cracked a backhand winner down 
the line for deuce. Venus’ forehand 
was long and she double-faulted 
away the game to make it 5-3. 

Serena held to trail 5-4 with an 
ace and a clean winner. 

Venus faced two break points in 
the next game, but got bailed out 
on Serena’s consecutive forehand 
errors to get to deuce. Venus hung 
on from there to end their 29th 
meeting. 

“Missing shots that I never 
miss, and so close,” Serena said. 
“At least they’re in the margin. 
I’m getting there. It’s not exactly 
where I want to be, but I’ll get 
there eventually.” 

Serena still owns a 17-12 ad¬ 
vantage overall, although Venus 
evened their WTA Tour head-to- 
head meetings at 7-7. 

“I really abhor every time we 
play, but I do enjoy the battle 
when I’m out there,” Serena said 
last weekend. “It’s just afterwards 
I don’t like it as much.” 

It was obvious at the net when 
they greeted each other with a 
one-arm hug and neither smiled. 
Venus did her usual victory pir¬ 
ouette, but still didn’t smile. 

A stone-faced Serena exited the 
court to cheers, pointing her right 
index finger in the air. 

Serena was back on the WTA 
Tour for the first time since end¬ 
ing a 14-month absence during 
which she gave birth to daughter 
Alexis Jr. and married Reddit co¬ 
founder Alexis Ohanian, who sat 
courtside. 

“It’s good that I don’t have to 
say that this is the best tennis I 
have ever played and I lost,” Ser¬ 
ena said. “My room for improve¬ 
ment is incredible.” 

Typically, the sisters wouldn’t 
meet until the later rounds of a 
tournament. But 36-year-old Ser¬ 
ena was unseeded in this event. 
Venus is seeded eighth. 



Crystal Chatham/AP 


Venus Williams, right, hugs opponent and sister Serena Williams 
after defeating Serena on Monday in the third round of the BNP 
Paribas Open at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden in Indian Wells, Calif. 



David J. Phillip/AP 


The San Antion Spurs’ Bryn Forbes, center, is fouled by the Rockets’ 
Tarik Black, right, as Trevor Ariza helps defend during the second 
half Monday in Houston. The Rockets won 109-93. 

NBA scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

x-Toronto 49 17 .742 - 

x-Boston 46 21 .687 SVi 

Philadelphia 36 29 .554 12'/2 

New York 24 43 .358 25'/2 

Brooklyn 21 46 .313 28'/2 

Southeast Division 

Washington 38 29 .567 - 

Miami 36 32 .529 2'/2 

Charlotte 29 38 .433 9 

Orlando 20 47 .299 18 

Atlanta 20 47 .299 18 

Centrai Division 

Indiana 39 28 .582 - 

Cleveland 38 28 .576 'A 

Milwaukee 36 31 .537 3 

Detroit 30 36 .455 8'/2 

Chicago 23 43 .348 15'/2 

Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

x-Houston 53 14 .791 - 

New Orleans 38 28 .576 14'/2 

San Antonio 37 30 .552 16 

Dallas 21 46 .313 32 

Memphis 18 49 .269 35 

Northwest Division 

Portland 41 26 .612 - 

Oklahoma City 40 29 .580 2 

Minnesota 39 29 .574 2'/2 

Denver 37 30 .552 4 

Utah 37 30 .552 4 

Pacific Division 

x-Golden State 51 16 .761 - 

L.A. Clippers 36 29 .554 14 

L.A. Lakers 30 36 .455 20'/2 

Sacramento 21 47 .309 30V'2 

Phoenix 19 49 .279 32'/2 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Monday’s games 
Houston 109, San Antonio 93 
Milwaukee 121, Memphis 103 
Oklahoma City 106, Sacramento 101 
Portland 115, Miami 99 

Tuesday’s games 
Indiana at PhiladelpTiia 
Minnesota at Washington 
Dallas at New York 
Oklahoma City at Atlanta 
Toronto at Brooklyn 
Charlotte at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Chicago 
Orlando at San Antonio 
Detroit at Utah 
Cleveland at Phoenix 
Denver at L.A. Lakers 

Wednesday’s games 
Milwaukee at Orlando 
Washington at Boston 
Miami at Sacramento 
L.A. Lakers at Golden State 
Thursday’s games 
Toronto at Indiana 
Charlotte at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at New York 
Chicago at Memphis 
L.A. Cuppers at Houston 
New Orleans at San Antonio 
Detroit at Denver 
Phoenix at Utah 
Cleveland at Portland 

Monday 

Trail Blazers 115, Heat 99 

MIAMI - Richardson 2-6 0-0 4, 
J.Johnson 3-5 2-4 8, Adebayo 1-10 2-2 4, 
Dragic 10-17 3-3 23, T.Johnson 6-15 1-2 
17, Winslow 6-11 1-3 15, Olynyk 3-7 2-2 9, 
McGruder 4-8 0-0 8, Ellington 4-12 0-0 11. 
Totals 39-91 11-16 99. 

PORTLAND - Harkless 0-2 3-43, Aminu 
2-9 0-0 5, Nurkic 12-18 3-5 27, Lillard 8-19 
9-10 32, McCollum 5-11 5-6 17, Davis 1-1 
1-1 3, Collins 3-5 2-2 10, Napier 1-6 0-0 2, 
Turner 5-112-2 13, Connaughton 1-10-0 3. 
Totals 38-83 25-30 115. 

Miami 25 22 25 27- 99 

Portiand 34 25 29 27-115 

Three-point goals—Miami 10-31 

(T.Johnson 4-7, Ellington 3-10, Winslow 2- 
3, Olynyk 1-4, J.Johnson 0-1, Richardson 0- 
1, McGruder 0-2, Dragic 0-3), Portland 14- 
36 (Lillard 7-14, Collins 2-3, McCollum 2-5, 
Connaughton 1-1, Turner 1-3, Aminu 1-6, 
Harkless 0-1, Napier 0-3). Rebounds—Mi¬ 
ami 46 (Winslow 13), Portland 50 (Nurkic 
16). Assists-Miami 24 (Olynyk 7), Port¬ 
land 23 (Lillard 10). Total Fouls—Miami 
24, Portland 15. A-19,786 (19,393). 


Rockets 109, Spurs 93 

SAN ANTONIO - K.Anderson 2-6 2-4 6, 
Gay 6-15 0-0 13, Gasol 1-5 2-2 4, Murray 

3- 7 1-2 7, Mills 1-3 0-0 3, Bertans 4-8 0-0 

11, Lauvergne 1-4 0-0 2, Costello 1-1 0-0 2, 
White 4-8 2-2 14, Forbes 4-8 5-5 14, Parker 
5-6 2-2 12, B.Paul 0-5 1-4 1, D.Green 1-5 1-2 
4. Totals 33-81 16-23 93. 

HOUSTON - Ariza 5-9 2-2 15, Tucker 2-4 
0-0 5, Capela 6-7 1-3 13, C.Paul 8-11 0-0 18, 
Harden 6-17 14-14 28, Black 0-0 0-0 0, Mbah 
a Moute 4-4 0-2 9, Nene 3-4 0-0 6, Johnson 
0-3 0-0 0, Gordon 0-7 1-2 1, G.Green 5-14 
0-0 14. Totals 39-80 18-23 109. 

San Antonio 21 22 24 26- 93 

Houston 25 29 34 21-109 

Three-point goals—San Antonio 11- 
28 (White 4-5, Bertans 3-6, Mills 1-2, Gay 
1-3, D.Green 1-4, Forbes 1-4, B.Paul 0-2, 
K.Anderson 0-2), Houston 13-44 (G.Green 

4- 11, Ariza 3-7, C.Paul 2-4, Harden 2-11, 
Mbah a Moute 1-1, Tucker 1-3, Johnson 
0-1, Gordon 0-6). Rebounds—San Anto¬ 
nio 36 (Lauvergne 6), Houston 50 (Ca¬ 
pela, G.Green 9). Assists—San Antonio 
20 (Murray, Forbes, Parker 3), Houston 24 
(C.Paul 9). Total Fouls—San Antonio 17, 
Houston 24. A-18,092 (18,055). 

Bucks 121, Grizzlies 103 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 9-14 4-4 24, 
Antetokounmpo 7-14 5-7 20, Henson 5-8 
1-4 11, Bledsoe 6-13 0-1 14, Snell 4-7 0-0 

12, Parker 3-6 0-0 6, Wilson 0-0 0-0 0, Mak¬ 
er 0-0 0-0 0, Zeller 3-3 2-3 8, Terry 0-1 0-0 
0, Jennings 5-9 3-3 16, Brown 5-6 0-0 10. 
Totals 47-81 15-22 121. 

MEMPHIS - Martin 6-11 3-4 16, Green 

4- 8 3-6 11, Gasol 8-17 1-3 17, Simmons 4-8 
0-0 9, Brooks 7-13 0-0 16, Parsons 1-4 0-0 
3, Rabb 0-0 0-0 0, Johnson 0-0 0-0 0, Davis 

5- 7 0-0 10, Rathan-Mayes 0-5 2-4 2, Selden 
1-7 0-0 3, McLemore 6-9 1-2 16. Totals 42- 
89 10-19 103. 

Milwaukee 32 32 26 31-121 

Memphis 24 26 23 30-103 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 12-25 
(Snell 4-6, Jennings 3-6, Middleton 2-3, 
Bledsoe 2-4, Antetokounmpo 1-3, Terry 0- 
1, Parker 0-2), Memphis 9-27 (McLemore 
3-4, Brooks 2-5, Simmons 1-1, Martin 1-2, 
Parsons 1-4, Selden 1-5, Green 0-1, Rathan- 
Mayes 0-2, Gasol 0-3). Rebounds—Milwau¬ 
kee 47 (Jennings 8), Memphis 31 (Davis, 
Green, Gasol 7). Assists—Milwaukee 33 
(Jennings 12), Memphis 27 (Rathan-Mayes, 
Simmons, Martin 5). Total Fouls—Milwau¬ 
kee 22, Memphis 23. A-14,112 (18,119). 

Thunder 106, Kings 101 

SACRAMENTO - Jackson 6-10 0-0 15, 
Randolph 5-18 0-0 10, Koufos 3-8 0-0 6, 
Fox 4-12 2-3 11, Bogdanovic 6-11 4-5 19, 
Cauley-Stein 4-7 1-2 9, Mason 2-6 4-4 8, 
Carter 2-6 0-0 5, Hield 1-6 0-0 3, Temple 
5-9 2-2 15. Totals 38-93 13-16 101. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 7-18 3-4 
21, Anthony 7-14 2-2 21, Adams 3-5 0-0 6, 
Westbrook 7-19 1-3 17, Brewer 4-8 7-7 16, 
Huestis 0-1 0-0 0, Grant 3-5 1-2 7, Patter¬ 
son 1-5 0-0 2, Felton 3-5 0-0 7, Ferguson 
1-2 0-0 3, Abrines 2-2 0-0 6. Totals 38-84 
14-18 106. 

Sacramento 16 24 39 22-101 

Oklahoma City 19 27 32 28-106 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 12-33 
(Temple 3-5, JacTcson 3-6, Bogdanovic 3-7, 
Carter 1-3, Fox 1-3, Hield 1-4, Mason 0-1, 
Randolph 0-4), Oklahoma City 16-36 (An¬ 
thony 5-7, George 4-9, Abrines 2-2, West¬ 
brook 2-3, Ferguson 1-2, Felton 1-3, Brewer 
1-4, Huestis 0-1, Grant 0-1, Patterson 0-4). 
Rebounds—Sacramento 49 (Koufos 10), 
Oklahoma City 43 (Westbrook 10). As¬ 
sists—Sacramento 21 (Fox 10), Oklahoma 
City 21 (Westbrook 11). Total Fouls—Sac¬ 
ramento 22, Oklahoma City 15. Techni¬ 
cals—Oklahoma City coach Thunder (De¬ 
fensive three second). A—18,203 (18,203). 


April 11-14 — Portsmouth (Va.) Invita¬ 
tional Tournament. 

April 11 — Regular season ends. 

April 14 — Playoffs begin. 

April 22 — Early entry eligibility dead¬ 
line for NBA draft (11:59 p.m. EDT). 

May 31 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 11 — Early entry withdrawal dead¬ 
line for NBA Draft (5 p.m. EDT). 


NBA roundup 

Blazers 
win 10th 
straight 

Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Ore. — As the 
Portland Trail Blazers keep win¬ 
ning, Damian Lillard should keep 
climbing in the MVP conversa¬ 
tion, according to Miami coach 
Erik Spoelstra. 

Lillard had 32 points and 10 as¬ 
sists, and the Trail Blazers beat 
the Heat 115-99 on Monday night 
for their 10th straight victory. 

Jusuf Nurkic added 27 points 
and 16 rebounds for the Blazers, 
who have the longest current 
winning streak in the NBA and 
a two-game lead over Oklahoma 
City for the No. 3 seed in the 
Western Conference. 

After Lillard put the finish¬ 
ing touches on the win, Spoel¬ 
stra said Portland’s All-Star 
deserves a little more recognition 
league-wide. 

“I don’t know if there is any 
Other player in this league right 
now that is playing at a higher 
level than Lillard,” Spoelstra 
said. “You know the names in the 
MVP conversation. The way he’s 
playing right now and winning, 
he deserves to be in that conver¬ 
sation as well.” 

The Heat used an 18-2 run to 
start the fourth quarter to trim a 
19-point deficit to three, but Lil¬ 
lard took charge for the Blazers. 
The All-Star guard broke Port¬ 
land’s drought of over five min¬ 
utes with a three-pointer midway 
through the period to put Port¬ 
land back in front by six, and the 
Blazers stayed safely ahead from 
there. 

Lillard scored 21 points after 
halftime. He leads the league in 
second-half scoring. 

“It’s not just about him being 
a great player, it is the timing of 
his greatness, that is so unique,” 
Spoelstra added. “Every time 
there needs to be a big time play, 
or if momentum started to go our 
way, he made that play.” 

Rockets 109, Spurs 93: 
James Harden scored 16 of his 28 
points in the third quarter to allow 
host Houston to build a huge lead 
and sail to an easy victory. 

The NBA’s leading scorer took 
a little while to get going a night 
after sitting out against Dallas 
with a sore left knee and had just 
12 points at halftime. 

Bucks 121, Grizzlies 103: 
Khris Middleton scored 24 points, 
Giannis Antetokounmpo added 20 
and Milwaukee sent host Mem¬ 
phis to its 18th consecutive loss. 

Brandon Jennings, signed to a 
10-day contract by Milwaukee on 
Sunday, finished two rebounds 
short of a triple-double with 16 
points and 12 assists. 

Thunder 106, Kings 101: 
Russell Westbrook scored 17 
points and notched his 20th tri¬ 
ple-double of the season to help 
host Oklahoma City. 

Westbrook had 10 rebounds 
and 11 assists in the 99th triple¬ 
double of his career. 
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WOMEN'S NCAA TOURNAMENT 


Baylor 
denied 
top seed 

By Pat Eaton-robb 

Associated Press 

STORKS, Conn. — There were 
five teams vying for the four No. 
1 seeds in the NCAA Tournament 
on Monday, and when the music 
stopped, Baylor was left without 
a chair. 

The Lady Bears, who lost just 
one game all season (31-1), instead 
get a No. 2 seed in Lexington, a re¬ 
gion that includes top-seeded Lou¬ 
isville, Tennessee and Stanford. 

“We felt there was a razor-thin 
margin between Baylor and Notre 
Dame,” said NCAA women’s bas¬ 
ketball committee chair Rhonda 
Bennett. “Notre Dame did have 
the top strength of schedule in 
the country and they did have the 
best strength of schedule in the 
country and they had nine more 
top-50 wins than Baylor and those 
were the reason that the commit¬ 
tee put Notre Dame on that one 
line and Baylor on that two line.” 

Baylor coach Kim Mulkey said 
she doesn’t see it as that big a 
deal. 

“We’ve won a national champi¬ 
onship as a two seed, we’ve won it 
as a one seed,” she said. “And re¬ 
ally what does it matter? Because 
the one has to play the two. Mis¬ 
sissippi State was a two last year 
and they played for the national 
championship. We were a two 
seed in 2005 and we played and 
won the national championship.” 

Some other things to watch for 
in the women’s tournament: 

Mid majors: Dayton and Buf¬ 
falo both made the tournament 
as at-large teams from mid-m^or 
conferences. 

The Flyers (23-6) get in as a No. 
9 seed, despite losing to George 
Washington in the Atlantic 10 
semifinals and will play Mar¬ 
quette in the first round 

Buffalo (27-5) is an 11-seed 
after losing to Central Michigan 
in the MAC championship. The 
Bulls face South Florida in the 
first round in Tallahassee. 

UConn coach Geno Auriemma 
said the respect for those teams 
is a step forward in the women’s 
game and he believes mid-m^or 
teams will make some noise. 

“I’m glad that they got reward¬ 
ed and I think it should happen 
more often,” he said. “Who else is 
in. South Dakota State? Yeah, go 
ahead and play them and tell me 
they are a mid-m^or team. Good 
luck with that.” 

The Jackrabbits (26-6), cham¬ 
pions of the Summit League, are a 
No. 8 seed and will face Villanova 
from the Big East in the Spokane 
Regional. 

Last in: Buffalo, Creighton, 
Minnesota and Oklahoma were 
the final teams to get bids. Purdue, 
Rutgers, Southern Cal and West 
Virginia were the others on the list 
the NCAA released Sunday of the 
final eight under consideration. 


First Round vvv>'ivi 

March 16-17 Second Round 

March 18-19 Sweetie 
1 UConn (32-0) _^ ^arch 23-24 


NCAATOURNAMENT 


First Round 
Second Round March 16-17 
Sweetie March 18-19 

March 23-24 1 Mississippi St. (32-1) 



15 Seattle U (18-14) 


ISGrambling (19-13) 


AP 


Four: Notre Dame excited about prospect of going west 


FROM BACK PAGE 

The Irish are in the Spokane Regional and 
open up against Cal State Northridge on Fri¬ 
day. If Notre Dame advances, the Irish would 
head out west to potentially face No. 2 seed 
Oregon. 

“We’ve never been in the West bracket. I 
love playing Friday at 5. That’s awesome,” 
McGraw said. 

The Ducks could stay out west and play in 
Spokane, where coach Kelly Graves spent 
many years as Gonzaga’s coach. Ohio State 
and Texas A&M are the three and four seeds 
in that region. 

Louisville won the Atlantic Coast Confer¬ 
ence for the first time this season. The Cardi¬ 
nals open up against Boise State and are one 
of eight ACC teams in the field. The South¬ 
eastern Conference has seven teams in the 
tournament, while the Pac-12 and the Big Ten 
have six. 

“We’re really excited about the opportu¬ 
nity,” Louisville coach Jeff Walz said. “We’re 
excited to host the first two at home against 
two very good basketball teams. If we’re for¬ 
tunate enough to advance, we get the oppor¬ 
tunity to play in Lexington, which would be 



Mark Humphrey/AP 


Mississippi State head coach Vic Schaefer, 
left, talks to guard Victoria Vivians in the 
SEC tournament championship. 

great for our fans.” 

The Lexington Regional is stacked with for¬ 
mer NCAA Tournament winners with Baylor 
the two-seed, Tennessee the three and Stan¬ 
ford the four. While the Lady Vols have been 
in the NCAA Tournament every year since it 
began in 1982, Nicholls State, Northern Colo¬ 
rado, Mercer and Seattle will be making their 


first appearances. 

Stanford potentially is headed to Lexington 
for the third straight year if it can advance. 

Mississippi State is a No. 1 seed for the 
first time in school history. The Bulldogs won 
their first 32 games this season before losing 
to South Carolina in the SEC title game. With 
most of their players back from last season’s 
runner-up finish — including Morgan Wil¬ 
liam, who hit the game-winner in overtime to 
knock off UConn — the Bulldogs hope to make 
another deep NCAA run. 

Oklahoma got in with a 16-14 record — the 
fewest wins for an at-large team since 2005 
— a day after the Oklahoma men got an at- 
large berth with an 18-13 record and losses in 
11 of their final 15 games. 

“We spent almost seven hours on that deci¬ 
sion of who those last four teams in and first 
four out were,” NCAA women’s basketball 
committee chair Rhonda Bennett said. “We 
went through those resumes and their body of 
work. We took as long as it took to get those 
teams into the bracket.” 

Bennett said Oklahoma’s strength of sched¬ 
ule, which was second best in the country, was 
a key to its selection. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/NFL 



Former Minnesota Vikings quarterback Case Keenum plans to sign with the Denver Broncos when free agency opens Wednesday. 

NFL briefs 

Broncos set sights on QB 

Keenum to sign with Denver when free agency begins 


Briefly 

Judge to earn $622,300 

NEW YORK — AL Rookie of the Year 
Aaron Judge will earn $622,300 in the 
m^or leagues as part of his one-year con¬ 
tract with the New York Yankees. 

Judge, who led the AL with 52 home 
runs, is not eligible for salary arbitration 
until after the 2019 season. He agreed to 
a split contract in which his salary would 
drop to $272,250 in the unlikely event he is 
sent back to the minors. 

New York uses a scale based on ser¬ 
vice time for its players not eligible for 
arbitration. 

Twins finalize $12IVI Lynn deal 

TAMPA, Fla. — The Minnesota Twins 
have finalized a $12 million, one-year 
contract with right-hander Lance Lynn, 
another patient, low-risk move toward 
strengthening their pitching staff 

The deal was announced by the Twins 
on Monday. 

After missing the 2016 season while re¬ 
covering from Tommy John surgery, Lynn 
went 11-8 with a 3.43 ERA in 33 starts for 
the St. Louis Cardinals in 2017 last year. 
The 6-foot-5, 280-pound Lynn was an All- 
Star in 2012. He will join fellow newcomer 
Jake Odorizzi in the rotation, likely with 
Jose Berrios, Ervin Santana and Kyle 
Gibson. 

Walker headed to Yankees 

TAMPA, Fla. — Joining the New York 
Yankees caused Neil Walker to smile, de¬ 
spite a hefty drop in salary. 

The free agent infielder agreed Mon¬ 
day to a $4 million, one-year contract, a 77 
percent pay cut in a deal that allows New 
York prospects Gleyber Torres and Miguel 
Andujar more time to mature in the minor 
leagues. 

Walker earned $17.2 million last season, 
when he accepted a qualifying offer from 
the New York Mets. 

Walker, a switch-hitter, likely will start 
at second base and Brandon Drury, ac¬ 
quired from Arizona last month, will play 
third. Walker can make $500,000 in per¬ 
formance bonuses: $125,000 each for 425, 
450,475 and 500 plate appearances.. 

Medvedeva out of worlds 

MOSCOW — Olympic figure skating 
silver medalist Evgenia Medvedeva has 
withdrawn from the world championships, 
ending the prospect of another showdown 
against friend and rival Alina Zagitova. 

The Russian Figure Skating Federation 
said Tuesday that Medvedeva has a recur¬ 
rence of the foot injury that kept her out of 
the Grand Prix Finals in December. The 
withdrawal makes Zagitova the clear fa¬ 
vorite for gold at the March 21-25 champi¬ 
onships in Milan. 

During the Olympics in South Korea last 
month, Medvedeva said the injury didn’t 
bother her as she lost to Zagitova by 1.31 
points for the gold medal, but the federa¬ 
tion now says otherwise. 

Pepperdine hires Romar again 

MALIBU, Calif — Lorenzo Romar is re¬ 
turning to Pepperdine for a second stint as 
men’s basketball coach. 

Athletic director Steve Potts said Mon¬ 
day that Romar will be back in Malibu as 
soon as Arizona’s season ends. Romar is 
currently in his first season as associate 
head coach at Arizona and the Wildcats 
are in the NCAA Tournament. 

The 59-year-old coach previously guided 
the Waves from 1996-99, going 42-44 in his 
first head coaching job. 

— Associated Press 


Associated Press 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — John Elway is 
looking to free agency for his fix at quarter¬ 
back following a season in which all three 
of his drafted QBs fell flat in Denver. 

After sitting out the playoffs in each of 
the last two years following their Super 
Bowl 50 triumph, the Broncos have appar¬ 
ently found their next signal-caller. Case 
Keenum plans to sign with Denver when 
free agency opens Wednesday, ESPN re¬ 
ported early Tuesday. 

That would leave the Vikings, Cardinals 
and Jets vying to land ex-Washington Red¬ 
skins quarterback Kirk Cousins, who is ex¬ 
pected to sign a record-breaking contract 
this week. 

The 30-year-old Keenum is considered 
the second-best QB available on the open 
market. He guided Minnesota to the NFC 
championship game after replacing an in¬ 
jured Sam Bradford last season. 

Keenum went 11-3 with 3,547 yards 
passing, 22 touchdowns and seven inter¬ 
ceptions and threw that last-second heave 
to Stephon Diggs to stun the New Orleans 
Saints 29-24 in the playoffs. 

The Vikings, who were subsequently 
blown out at Philadelphia in the conference 
championship, decided to let all three of 
their QBs — Keenum, Bradford and Teddy 
Bridgewater — test free agency. 

Source: Brees gets extension 

NEW ORLEANS — A person familiar 
with the contract says Drew Brees has 
agreed to a two-year, $50 million extension 
with the New Orleans Saints. 

The person spoke to The Associated 



Brian Blanco/AP 


Sources say quarterback Drew Brees and 
the New Orleans Saints have agreed to a 
two-year, $50 million contract extension. 

Press on condition of anonymity on Tues¬ 
day because the agreement has not been 
announced. The person said $27 million is 
guaranteed in the first year. 

Brees, who turned 39 in January, was 
due to become a free agent on Wednesday. 
But he has said he wanted to finish his ca¬ 
reer in New Orleans, where he has played 
since 2006, won a Super Bowl and led what 
has been one of the most productive of¬ 
fenses in the NFL since he and coach Sean 
Payton arrived. 

Seahawks lock up McDougald 

RENTON, Wash. — The Seattle Se¬ 
ahawks are retaining one of their key de¬ 
fensive backs by signing safety Bradley 
McDougald to a three-year contract. 

Bringing back McDougald was impor¬ 
tant for the Seahawks after he showed his 


value last season with his ability to fill in at 
both strong safety and free safety. 

Sources: Chiefs agree to deals 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The Kansas City 
Chiefs have agreed to deals with wide re¬ 
ceiver Sammy Watkins and linebacker An¬ 
thony Hitchens, filling two of their biggest 
needs in free agency, two people familiar 
with the negotiations tell The Associated 
Press on Tuesday. 

The people spoke on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because the signings, along with 
several other moves made by Kansas City, 
do not become official until the start of the 
new league year Wednesday. 

The 24-year-old Watkins intends to sign 
a $48 million, three-year contract with $30 
million in guarantees after spending last 
season with the Los Angeles Rams 

Hitchens agreed to a five-year deal that 
will be worth about $9 million per year. He 
spent his first four seasons with the Dallas 
Cowboys. 

WR Robinson to sign with Bears 

Jacksonville Jaguars receiver Allen 
Robinson tells ESPN he plans to sign with 
the Chicago Bears. 

The 2015 Pro Bowl selection said he 
intends to sign a three-year, $42 mil¬ 
lion contract when free agency opens on 
Wednesday. 

Robinson had a strong training camp 
last year and looked like he would be an 
integral part of the offense. But he tore the 
anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee 
on Jacksonville’s third play of the season 
and had surgery the following week. 
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Red Sox still have 
pitching questions 


By Maureen Mullen 
Associated Press 

FORT MYERS, Fla. — The 
idea of beginning a season with 
four regular pitchers unavailable 
could be anywhere from daunting 
to devastating for many teams. 

But that is what the Boston Red 
Sox could be facing. 

The Red Sox have four pitchers 
who might be out for opening day. 
Three potential starters — left¬ 
handers Drew Pomeranz and 
Eduardo Rodriguez and knuck- 
leballer Steven Wright — could 
start the season on the disabled 
list for the AL East champions. 

Closer Craig Kimbrel has been 
in Boston since Feb. 28, when 4- 
month-old daughter Lydia, who 
was bom with heart ailments, 
underwent her second surgery at 
Massachusetts General Hospital. 

Kimbrel has been working 
out in the Boston area but has 
not been able to pitch to hitters, 
and there’s no timetable for his 
return. 

New manager Alex Cora and 
the organization have been com¬ 
pletely supportive of Kimbrel 
staying with his family. But with 
opening day a little more than 
two weeks away, they might have 
to get creative. 

“We’ve got a few things set up 
for him up there,” Cora said Mon¬ 
day morning before his team beat 
Toronto 6-4 in Dunedin, Fla. “It’s 
hard for me to tell him he has to 
come here. There’s ways for him 
to face quality hitting. We just took 
a 2 Vi-hour drive here, and what’s 
that for a flight, 2 Vi hours?” 

Perhaps the Red Sox could fly 
hitters to Boston to face Kimbrel. 

“I don’t know,” Cora said. 
“We’ll see.” 

Carson Smith, Matt Barnes and 
Joe Kelly are potential closers in 
Kimbrel’s absence. 

Pomeranz, Rodriguez and 
Wright have all been delayed by 
injuries this spring. And, the Red 
Sox have been bringing along 
left-handers Chris Sale and David 
Price — the top two pitchers in 


the rotation — slowly this season 
in an effort to monitor their work¬ 
loads and keep them healthy and 
strong throughout the season. 

Rodriguez and Wright, both 
coming back from knee surgeries, 
have yet to appear in a Grapefruit 
League game. Pomeranz left his 
only start of the spring, March 2 
against the Cardinals, after one 
inning with a mild flexor tendon 
strain in his forearm. 

Cora has said Pomeranz is pro¬ 
gressing. He threw a short bull¬ 
pen session Monday morning, 
mostly fastballs, and could throw 
live batting practice later this 
week. He would likely need sev¬ 
eral more of those sessions before 
returning to game activity. 

“We have to wait and see,” Cora 
said, on whether Pomeranz could 
be ready for opening day. “I’m 
not going to push him just to push 
him.” 

Cora is encouraged by Wright’s 
progress. The knuckleballer is 
scheduled to throw a two-inning 
bullpen session on Wednesday. 

“The Steven Wright hurdle is 
huge because of who he is. His 
arm is there. We’ll clear this hur¬ 
dle and go from there. If he can 
clear that one, you never know 
what can happen,” Cora said. 

The Red Sox are taking a 
more cautious approach with 
Rodriguez. 

“Eddie threw two innings 
today,” Cora said. “That was huge 
for him. He’s been amazing in the 
training room and weight room.” 

Rodriguez has also been a reg¬ 
ular at the pingpong table in the 
team’s spring training clubhouse. 

Right-hander Hector Velazquez 
and left-hander Brian Johnson 
are the top candidates to take a 
spot in the rotation if a starter is 
not available. 

“I understand there are 162 
games and I hear people say that 
the games count just as much in 
April (as in) late September,” 
Cora said. “But we want them 
healthy for the majority of the 
season.” 



John Raoux/AP 


Right-hander Hector Velazquez is a candidate to take a spot in the 
Red Sox starting rotation if one of the regular starters is unavaiiable. 



New Mexico guard Sam Logwood, left, has the ball slapped away by San Diego State center Kameron 
Rooks during the championship game of the Mountain West Conference men’s tournament Saturday. 
The Aztecs are hot at the right time, carrying a nine-game winning streak into the NCAA Tournament. 


Sleepers: Which teams 
could wreck brackets? 


By David Brandt 
Associated Press 

Underdogs are a big part of NCAA Tournament 
lore and almost every year a few double-digit seeds 
make a surprising run deep into the bracket. Here 
are a few of the candidates — from No. 10 all the way 
to No. 16 — that could wreck some brackets over the 
next couple weeks: 

No. 10 Providence 

Providence is a program with a rich NCAA Tournament 
history, making Final Four appearances in 1973 and 1987. 
It also made a run to the Elite Eight in 1997 as a No. 10 
seed. The Friars are playing some of their best basketball of 
the season, getting wins over Creighton and Xavier in the Big 
East Tournament. They've beaten some really good teams 
this year, including Xavier (twice) and Villanova. 

Don’t forget: Butler. The Bulldogs are no stranger to deep 
runs in the tournament, though the No. 10 seed is a little low 
compared with recent history. 

No. 11 San Diego State 

The Aztecs are quite comfortable in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment, winning games in the Big Dance in 2011, 2013, 2014 
and 2015. They’re also getting hot at the right time with 
nine straight wins, including an impressive run through the 
Mountain West Tournament. In nonconference play, a win 
over Gonzaga is the highlight. 

Don’t forget: There are a lot of candidates at this spot. 
UCLA and Syracuse have ample NCAA history. St. Bonaven- 
ture and Loyola of Chicago come from tough basketball con¬ 
ferences. Loyola beat Florida earlier this season. 

No. 12 New Mexico State 

New Mexico State has won 28 games this season, includ¬ 
ing an eye-opening victory over sixth-ranked Miami during 
nonconference play. The last time the Aggies were a No. 
12 seed was in 2010, when they narrowly lost to Michigan 
State 70-67. 

Don’t forget: Davidson. The Wildcats certainly have plen¬ 
ty of momentum. They earned a bid thanks to an Atlantic 
10 Tournament championship and have won eight of their 


past nine games. The only loss was in triple overtime to St. 
Bonaventure. 

No. 13 Buffalo 

The Bulls rolled through the Mid-American Conference 
this year and had close losses against several NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment teams, including Cincinnati, South Dakota State, St. 
Bonaventure and Syracuse. Buffalo made the Big Dance in 
2015 and 2016, playing West Virginia and Miami tough be¬ 
fore falling in both games. This could be the year the Bulls 
finally break through, though first-round opponent Arizona is 
a difficult one. 

Don’t forget: Marshall. The Thundering Flerd are in the 
NCAAs for the first time since 1987 and have some momen¬ 
tum after winning the Conference USA Tournament. 

No. 14 Bucknell 

Bucknell, which won the Patriot League, had one of the 
biggest upsets in NCAA Tournament history when it knocked 
off Kansas as a No. 14 seed in 2005. The Bison also beat 
Arkansas in the 2006 tournament and last year as a No. 13 
seed played West Virginia tough. 

Don’t forget: Stephen F. Austin. The Lumberjacks knocked 
off West Virginia in 2016 as a No. 14 seed and then gave 
Notre Dame a terrific game before falling 76-75. 

No. 15 Georgia State 

Georgia State isn’t a regular in the tournament, but the 
Panthers have made the most of their opportunities in the 
past. They beat Wisconsin in 2001 as a No. 11 seed and 
shocked Baylor 57-56 in 2015 as a No. 14 seed. The Pan¬ 
thers won the Sun Belt Tournament. 

No. 16 Penn 

Is this the year a No. 16 seed finally beats a No. 1? Prob¬ 
ably not, but the Ivy League champion Quakers might have 
a fighting chance. They haven’t won a game in the NCAA 
Tournament since beating Nebraska in 1994, but they have 
a history of competitive losses in the Big Dance and even 
made a Final Four back in 1979. The Ivy League is also re¬ 
sponsible for one of the biggest 16-1 scares of all-time, when 
Georgetown narrowly beat Princeton 50-49 in 1989. 
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NCAA TOURNAMENT 


Scoreboard 


FIRST FOUR 
At UD Arena 
Dayton, Ohio 
Tuesday, March 13 

LIU Brooklyn (18-16) vs. Radford (22- 
12) 

St. Bonaventure (25-7) vs. UCLA (21- 
11 ) 


Wednesday, March 14 

N.C. Central (19-15) vs. Texas Southern 
(15-19) 

Arizona State (20-11) vs. Syracuse (20- 
13) 


EAST REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 15 
At PPG Paints Arena 
Pittsburgh 

Villanova (30-4) vs. LIU Brooklyn-Rad- 
ford winner 

Virginia Tech (21-11) vs. Aiabama (IS¬ 
IS) 


At American Airlines Center 
Dallas 

Texas Tech (24-9) vs. Stephen F. Austin 
(28-6) 

Fiorida (20-12) vs. St. Bonaventure- 
UCLA winner 


Friday, March 16 
At Little Caesars Arena 
Detroit 

Purdue (28-6) vs. Cal State Fullerton 
(20-11) 

Arkansas (23-11) vs. Butler (20-13) 

At Viejas Arena 
San Diego 

Wichita State (25-7) vs. Marshall (24- 
10) 

West Virginia (24-10) vs. Murray State 
(26-5) 


Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At PPG Paints Arena 
Pittsburgh 

Villanova—LIU Brooklyn-Radford win¬ 
ner vs. Virginia Tech-Alabama winner 

At American Airlines Center 

Texas Tech-Stephen F. Austin winner 
vs. Florida—St. Bonaventure-UCLA win- 


Sunday, March 18 
At Little Caesars Arena 
Detroit 

Purdue-Cal State Fullerton winner vs. 
Arkansas-Butler winner 

At Viejas Arena 
San Diego 

Wichita State-Marshall winner vs. 
West Virginia-Murray State winner 

At TD Garden 


Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Villanova-LIU Brooklyn-Radford—Vir¬ 
ginia Tech-Alabama winner vs. Wichita 
State-Marshall—West Virginia-Murray 
State winner 

Purdue-Cal State Fullerton—Arkan¬ 
sas-Butler winner vs. Texas Tech-Ste¬ 
phen F. Austin—Florida-St. Bonaventure- 
UCLA winner 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 

Semifinal winners 

SOUTH REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 15 
At American Airlines Center 
Dallas 

Tennessee (25-8) vs. Wright State (25- 

9) 


Miami (22-9) vs. Loyola of Chicago (28- 


5) 


At Taco Bell Arena 
Boise, Idaho 

Kentucky (24-10) vs. Davidson (21-11) 
Arizona (27-7) vs. Buffalo (26-8) 

Friday, March 16 
At Spectrum Center 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Creighton (21-11) vs. Kansas State (22- 
11 ) 

Virginia (31-2) vs. UMBC (24-10) 

At Bridgestone Arena 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Cincinnati (30-4) vs. Georgia State (24- 

10) 

Nevada (27-7) vs. Texas (19-14) 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At American Airlines Center 

Tennessee-Wright State winner vs. 
Miami-Loyola of Chicago winner 

At Taco Bell Arena 
Boise, Idaho 

Arizona-Buffalo winner vs. Kentucky- 
Davidson winner 

Sunday, March 18 
At Spectrum Center 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Virginia-UMBC winner vs. Creighton- 
Kansas State winner 

At Bridgestone Arena 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Cincinnati-Georgia State winner vs. 
Nevada-Texas winner 

At Philips Arena 
Atlanta 

Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 

Virginia-UMBC —Creighton-Kansas 
State winner vs. Arizona-Buffalo—Ken- 
tucky-Davidson winner 

Cincinnati-Georgia State—Nevada- 

Texas winner vs. Tennessee-Wright 
State—Miami-Loyola of Chicago winner 
Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Semifinal winners 


MIDWEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 15 
At PPG Paints Arena 
Pittsburgh 

Rhode Island (25-7) vs. Oklahoma (18- 
13) 

Duke (26-7) vs. Iona (20-13) 

At INTRUST Bank Arena 
Wichita, Kan. 

Kansas (27-7) vs. Pennsylvania (24-8) 
Seton Hall (21-11) vs. N.C. State (21- 

11 ) 

Friday, March 16 
At Little Caesars Arena 
Detroit 

Michigan State (29-4) vs. Bucknell (25- 
9) 

TCU (21-11) vs. Arizona State-Syra- 
cuse winner 

At Viejas Arena 
San Diego 

Auburn (25-7) vs. College of Charles¬ 
ton (26-7) 

Clemson (23-9) vs. New Mexico State 
(28-5) 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At PPG Paints Arena 
Pittsburgh 

Duke-lona winner vs. Rhode Island- 
Oklahoma winner 

At INTRUST Bank Arena 
Wichita, Kan. 

Kansas-Pennsylvania winner vs. Se¬ 
ton Hall-N.C. State winner 

Sunday, March 18 
At Little Caesars Arena 

Michigan State-Bucknell winner vs. 
TCU—Arizona State-Syracuse winner 

At Viejas Arena 
San Diego 

Auburn-College of Charleston winner 
vs. Clemson-New Mexico State winner 

At CenturyLink Center Omaha 
Omaha, Neb. 

Regional Semifinals 
Friday, March 23 

Kansas-Pennsylvania—Seton Hall- 
N.C. State winner vs. Auburn-College of 
Charleston—Clemson-New Mexico State 
winner 

Duke-lona—Rhode Island-Oklahoma 
winner vs. Michigan State-Bucknell — 
TCU-Arizona State-Syracuse winner 

Regional Championship 
Sunday, March 25 
Semifinal winners 

WEST REGIONAL 
First Round 
Thursday, March 15 
At INTRUST Bank Arena 
Wichita, Kan. 

Houston (26-7) vs. San Diego State 
(22-10) 

Michigan (28-7) vs. Montana (26-7) 

At Taco Bell Arena 
Boise, Idaho 

Gonzaga (30-4) vs. UNC Greensboro 
(27-7) 

Ohio State (24-8) vs. South Dakota 
State (28-6) 

Friday, March 16 
At Spectrum Center 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Texas A&M (20-12) vs. Providence (21- 
13) 

North Carolina (25-10) vs. Lipscomb 
(23-9) 

At Bridgestone Arena 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Xavier (28-5) vs. N.C. Central-Texas 
Southern winner 

Missouri (20-12) vs. Florida State (20- 
11 ) 

Second Round 
Saturday, March 17 
At INTRUST Bank Arena 
Wichita, Kan. 

Michigan-Montana winner vs. Hous- 
ton-San Diego State winner 

At Taco Bell Arena 
Boise, Idaho 

Gonzaga-UNC Greensboro winner vs. 
Ohio State-South Dakota State winner 

Sunday, March 18 
At Spectrum Center 
Charlotte, N.C. 

North Carolina-Lipscomb winner vs. 
Texas A&M-Providence winner 

At Bridgestone Arena 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Xavier—N.C. Central-Texas Southern 
winner vs. Missouri-Florida State winner 
At STAPLES Center 
Los Angeles 
Regional Semifinals 
Thursday, March 22 
Xavier-N.C. Central-Texas Southern— 
Missouri-Florida State winner vs. Gonza- 
ga-UNC Greensboro—Ohio State-South 
Dakota State winner 

North Carolina-Lipscomb—Texas 
A&M-Providence winner vs. Michigan- 
Montana—Houston-San Diego State win- 

Regional Championship 
Saturday, March 24 
Semifinal winners 

FINAL FOUR 
At The Alamodome 
San Antonio 
National Semifinals 
Saturday, March 31 
South champion vs. West champion 
East champion vs. Midwest champion 
National Championship 
Monday, April 2 
Semifinal winners 


Things to know: No. Is 
should remember Alamo 


By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

Kansas, Villanova, Virginia 
and Xavier — the No. 1 seeds in 
this year’s NCAA Tournament 
— should remember the Alamo. 

Especially the Jayhawks. 

The last time all four No. 1 
seeds made it to the Final Four 
was 10 years ago. That was the 
last time the NCAA Tournament 
wrapped up in San Antonio, and 
the last time coach Bill Self and 
Kansas cut down the nets as na¬ 
tional champions. 

Before getting to this season’s 
Final Four, there are 64 NCAA 
Tournament games to be played 
over the next two weeks to de¬ 
termine if the Alamodome will 
be filled with No. 1 seeds again. 
Or if some lower seeds, or even 
a potential Cinderella, make it to 
those national semifinal games 
March 31. 

Here are a few things to watch 
with the NCAA Tournament 
about to get underway: 

Again and again: Mike Krzyze- 
wski, Tom Izzo and Self keep 
going back to the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment. All have won national titles, 
and they’re in the same regional 
this year. 

Coach K and Duke are in the 
NCAA Tournament for the 23rd 
year in a row, two more than Izzo 
and Michigan State. 

The school with the most con¬ 
secutive appearances is Kansas, 
which stretched its active streak 
to 29 in a row as the No. 1 seed in 
the Midwest Regional. 

Self is in his 20th NCAA Tour¬ 
nament in a row, the 15th with 
Kansas after the Jayhawks won 
their unprecedented 14th straight 
Big 12 Conference champion¬ 
ship. Before that. Self went to the 
NCAA twice with Tulsa and three 
times with Illinois. 

The Spartans (29-4) are the 
No. 3 seed and get to stay in their 
home state for Friday’s game 
against Bucknell. Kansas (27- 
7) also has a short trip for the 
opening weekend, staying in the 
Sunflower State to play Penn on 
Thursday in Wichita. 

The Jayhawks last year beat 
Michigan State in the second 
round of the Midwest Regional, 
but the only way to meet this year 
would be if both make it to the re¬ 
gional final in Omaha, Neb. 

Duke (26-7), the No. 2 seed that 
plays Iona on Thursday, could 
face a potential Sweet 16 matchup 
against Michigan State. 

Where are the Is?: Only twice 
since the 2008 tournament has 
the NCAA title game even been a 
matchup of No. 1 seeds. 

That included last year in Ari¬ 
zona when North Carolina beat 
Gonzaga, one year after the Tar 
Heels were the national runner- 
up. UNC lost the 2016 title game 
to Villanova on a buzzer-beating 
three-pointer. 

Duke beat Wisconsin for the 
2015 championship, the only 



Kansas coach Bill Self is in his 20th NCAA Tournament in a row, the 
15th with the Jayhawks. Kansas won the title the last time the Final 
Four was played in the Alamodome, site of this year's Final Four. 



Michael Ainsworth/AP 


Marshall coach Dan D’Antoni, 
left, greets his brother, Houston 
Rockets coach Mike D’Antoni, 
after Marshall won the C-USA 
title and automatic NCAA bid. 


Other title game matchup of No. 
1 seeds since the Jayhawks’ 
overtime win over Memphis in 
2008. North Carolina and UCLA 
were the other No. 1 seeds in San 
Antonio. 

We are Marshall: While this 
isn’t Marshall’s first NCAA Tour¬ 
nament since the 1970 plane crash 
that killed 75 people, including 
36 members of the Thundering 
Herd football team, this appear¬ 
ance is special for fourth-year 
head coach and alumnus Dan 
D’Antoni. 

Marshall won the Conference 
USA Tournament for an automat¬ 
ic NCAA berth, ending a 31-year 
drought. 

“A lot of people think the plane 
crash was just the football team, 
but I think you have to under¬ 
stand all the biggest supporters 
of basketball were on the airplane 
too, and we lost all of them,” said 
D’Antoni, who at the time was a 
young basketball assistant coach 
there only months after finishing 
his playing career as a Herd point 
guard. 


Along with the players killed in 
the worst disaster in US. sports 
history, there were 39 coaches, 
administrators, community lead¬ 
ers, fans and crew who died when 
the team’s chartered jet crashed 
on Nov. 14, 1970, when returning 
from a game. 

D’Antoni said he lost some close 
friends and a mentor in Dr. Ray 
Hagley, the team physician who 
was on the plane with his wife. 

“They always wanted me to 
coach at Marshall,” said D’Antoni, 
now 70. “It didn’t look I was going 
to get the chance. It took 50 years 
for me to finally get back here, 
but that’s a lot of what it meant 
to me, and then it’s building back 
the program that he really gave 
his life for.” 

Hurley bracket: The Hurley 
brothers both have their teams in 
the NCAA Tournament. The only 
way they can match up against 
each Other is if Arizona State and 
Rhode Island both make it to the 
Sweet 16. 

Bobby Hurley’s team at Ari¬ 
zona State would have to win an 
extra game to get there. The Pac- 
12 Sun Devils (20-11) have to play 
in the First Four in Dayton, Ohio, 
on Wednesday against Syracuse. 

Rhode Island (25-7), an at- 
large team from the Atlantic 10 
coached by Dan Hurley, plays 
Thursday against Oklahoma. 

Wildcats in the South: Four 
teams of Wildcats are in the 
South Regional. Three of them 
play first-round games in the 
same arena. 

No. 5 seed Kentucky plays 
No. 12 Davidson on Thursday in 
Boise, Idaho. The winning Wild¬ 
cats in that game face a potential 
second-round matchup against 
the Arizona Wildcats, the No. 4 
seed that plays Buffalo in another 
first-round game in Boise. 

The Other Wildcats in that re¬ 
gional are No. 9 seed Kansas 
State, which takes on Creighton 
on Friday in Charlotte. 
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Denver gets Keenum 

Report: Broncos land free-agent fix 
at quarterback)) nfl, Page 29 


WOMEN’S NCAA TOURNAMENT 


Familiar four 

Perennial powers Connecticut, Notre Dame, 
Louisville, Mississippi State earn top seeds 


By Doug Feinberg 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — UConn is back in a fa¬ 
miliar place — the No. 1 overall seed in the 
women’s basketball NCAA Tournament. 

Joining the Huskies as top seeds are 
Notre Dame, Louisville and Mississippi 
State. 

The Huskies enter as the lone unbeaten 
team and will be vying for their 12th na¬ 
tional championship. It’s the ninth time 
that UConn has entered the NCAAs unde¬ 
feated, including last year when the Hus¬ 
kies went in as the overwhelming favorite 
before their 111-game winning streak 
ended with a loss to Mississippi State in the 
Final Four. 

This year’s Final Four is in Columbus, 
Ohio, and will take place on March 30. The 
national championship game is on Sunday, 
April 1. 

Defending national champion South 
Carolina and A’ja Wilson await as a pos¬ 
sible Elite Eight matchup for UConn in the 
Albany Regional. The Gamecocks are the 
No. 2 seed. 

“What can you do? You have to beat some 
pretty good teams. Is it an impossible feat? 
Obviously not,” South Carolina coach Dawn 
Staley said. “We saw that last year. If we’re 
in the position where we have to play them, 
we’re going to play them. We’re going to 
give it our best shot and let the chips fall 
where they may.” 

The Gamecocks lost by 25 at home 


against UConn on Feb. 1. 

Florida State and Georgia are the other 
top seeds in the Huskies’ part of the 
bracket. 

“Brackets are brackets. There are good 
teams in every bracket,” UConn coach Geno 
Auriemma said. “There are great matchups 
in every bracket and it doesn’t really mat¬ 
ter at this stage where you’re placed, what 
region, you’re going to have to beat some 
really good teams. The schedule we play, I 
knew we’d get somebody two or three that 
we already played. We know that.” 

UConn, which has been a No. 1 seed 
every year since 2007, opens up against 16- 
seed Saint Francis (Pennsylvania) on Sat¬ 
urday morning. All of the top four teams 
in each region host the opening two rounds 
at home. 

Like the Huskies, the Irish are a No. 1 
seed again. Notre Dame has been a top 
seed the last seven years. This might be 
one of coach Muffet McGraw’s finest ac¬ 
complishments as Notre Dame lost four 
pivotal players to injury, but only three 
games on the season. Two of those losses 
came to Louisville. 

“A great reward for this team for what 
they’ve been through ... playing the tough¬ 
est schedule and getting a No. 1 seed,” 
McGraw said. “I’m so proud of this group 
and what they have accomplished. [Being a 
No. 1] is quite an accomplishment for what 
we’ve been through all year long.” 

SEE FOUR ON PAGE 28 



Connecticut coach Geno Auriemma, center, and Katie Lou Samuelson, left, smile as 
Gabby Williams, and Kia Nurse, right, come off the court. The Huskies enter the NCAA 
Tournament as the lone unbeaten team and the overall No. 1. 



Venus beats Serena for first time 
since 2014 )) Tennis, Page 27 


Capitals’ Ovechkin fourth fastest to reach 
milestone with 600th goal)) nhl, Page 26 









